Now is the Time to Worship
Worship is the top Priority
Nehemiah 8
SLIDE 2a
	Attention	“Missions exist because worship does not”
		My testimony? 
	Interest	Desire to read God’s Word and pray
	Need	Revive us, Oh Lord! 
	Textual Idea	Ezra reads the law to everyone, and they take it to heart. Revival happens.
SLIDE 2b
	Sermon Idea	Worship is making God the focus of the things we desire and think about. 
SLIDE 2c
		Praising Him for who He is and what He does
Background 	Wall done in 52 days, 1 week later, Ezra reads the law. 
			The enemies are still around 
			The houses are not finished
			Harvest is coming soon
			Everyone just finished hard work, and could use a break
		But, hearing the law is their top priority (worship)	
READ AND PRAY
	Transition w/ Key Word	Worship through Bible Reading, Understanding, and Obedience

SLIDE 3
	Division 1   	Worship through Bible Reading and Prayer V 1-8
		Explanation 	Ezra probably showed up recently – N was not a priest
	42K people there			
		 	Started a dawn
SLIDE 3b
		Illustration	Life w/o electricity
				God set up days to start at sunset –
				When you rest properly, we are ready to work and worship the next day
SLIDE 3c
		Argumentation  	Reading 5 books takes 14 hrs
			Reading the law portion of Ex, Lev, & Deut. is much quicker
			There are many options in prayer 
				Showing reverence and humility
SLIDE 3c
		Application   	Through the helpers (13), an explanation happened
				The people spoke Chaldee (a dialect of Aramaic in Babylon)
		Illustration 	Yellow shirt story
				Be doers of the word

	Transition	God speaks most directly when we read the Bible
SLIDE 4
Division 2   	Worship through Celebration V 9-12
SLIDE 4a
	Explanation  	READ PS 19:7-10
		The people get emotional
SLIDE 4b
	Argumentation  	Repeated – don’t grieve or cry, but be joyful
		They cry because of conviction, freedom and lost family members
			Crying makes us weak and unable to move forward
		Eating fat is eating the best
SLIDE 4c
	Illustration   	Give to the needy – part of the celebration 
			Hospitality and Generosity are staples in the Christian life
SLIDE 4d
	Application   	V 10 – The Joy of the Lord is your strength
		V 12 They celebrated because they understood
Transition	Because they understood, they were able to obey. Knowing you are doing what God wants, 			bring security, peace, motivation, an infectious spirit, zest for life

SLIDE 5
Division 3  	Worship through Obedience V 13-18
	Explanation   	Day 2 was more teaching – FATHERS came because they are leaders of the house
	They were leaders and needed to act like it
	They wanted to obey God and lead their families to do the same
		Hint - Hint
SLIDE 5b	Like the 3 glass illustration from Ch 7 (Picture)
SLIDE 6
	Argumentation  	Lived in booths (picture)
			Reminder of 40 years in the wilderness
SLIDE 7 – Picture of booth
	Illustration  	Living in a booth
SLIDE 8
		Obedience takes work
			Be wise in your work and busyness
			Bible study, Prayer, church attendance, fasting, outreach, caring for the needy, etc.
	Argumentation	Bible Reading today was about “booths.”
	Application	V 18 people were hungry for God’s Word
			They obeyed and rejoiced
Conclusion
SLIDE 9
	Reiteration	Worship begins with God’s self-revelation, and it exists in our response to that self-revelation. And that response is the culmination of all the internal work God does in us to bring it about: knowledge resulting in faith, resulting in character, resulting in worship
SLIDE 10
Visualization 	CHAI Example (Picture)
	Appeal
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