SLIDE 1
An Honest and Thorough Look at God
Job 1-2

Introduction
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	The Rest of the Story
		Agatha Christie 	
		Tune in next week for the exciting conclusion of

	We know the story of Job very well
		But there is far more than the first and last chapters
	
Interest 
	Pretend you do not know the story – 
		After he loses everything, we are asking
			Will he keep worshiping
			Will he be saved, by whom, and how
			Will he listen to his wife and just give up
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	One of the oldest books in the Bible, and it is 100% relevant to us today
		The players are asking and trying to answer 3 big questions
C			(1) Is God just?
			(2) Does God run the universe with Justice?
			(3) How can Job’s suffering be explained?

The Plan
	Overlapping this book with his story and today’s issues
	 For today, we will review chapters 1-2 and mention the future sermon topics
		Hopefully, my excitement for this series will transfer to you
	We will conclude with the only quality that will last forever. 
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1.	Job is righteous and rich - Job 1:1-5
C		2X will come back to him (and his wife) [Sermon #10  - 15 March]

C	V 5 -Example of Life through rituals (under God) [4 in total]
			God is over all, and we are helpless (9:20-21)
C			I do X because I am scared of what will happen if I don’t do it
			Example of Hijra or Ganish - Attempting to appease a deity
			
		For Christians, if we obey all the rules, God must give us what we want
			It leads to an ultra-moralistic life and a life of rituals
			And if we don’t get what we want, God is blamed
			
		Life via Rituals does not connect us with God. 
			It does not deliver us from fear but instead gives us more burdens
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2.	The “sons of God” come to Yahweh (also 2:1 and Ps 82) – Job 1:6
C		Next week focuses on the interaction of God and Satan & if it still 				happens today [Sermon #2 – 25 January] 
		God points to Job
			Satan is not omnipresent, and pics on big people (things)
		But demons do affect our lives in many ways
			Look at what Satan was able to do – life, status, property
		Michael Heisner - Tough subject
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3.	Satan Accuses Job – Job 1:9-11
		“Job only obeys because You bless him.”
		God did not accuse Job

C	Life through My wish list – (From God) [rituals before]
		God only exists to meet my needs at this moment
		I make God to look like me and fit my mold - 
			He is treated like putty in my hands
C		Example: My interests become God’s interests
			People w/o or w/ the opposite interests are evil
		This leads to the prosperity gospel – I want to be rich and healthy…
			Comfort, because our ultimate goal and constant prayer request
	
	C.S. Lewis said, “God whispers in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, 		but shouts to us in our pains.”
	Pain makes us reliant on God for strength and keeps us away from evil
	[Sermon #3 - 1 February and #7 - 1 March]
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4.	Tragedy Strikes – Job 1:13-19	
C	5 events 
	These and the following event (2:7) make Job struggle w/ his faith
	[Sermon #6 – 22 February] Reaches the end of his rope
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5.	Job worships – Job 1:20-22 and 2:10
	[Sermon #9 – 15 March]  Approaching God w/ boldness and humility
C	He is great in Chapters 1-2
	Job falters in chapter 3 
	In chapter 10, he hates his life and says God is not fair
	In 12:9, he says God caused the evil against him
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6.	Satan accuses Job again - Job 2:3-4	
	His life is most important to him

C	Life through a treadmill – (For God) [rituals and wish list before]
		My value is determined by comparison to others or an ideal standard
		I look for people ‘below’ me (or I put them below me)
			“Pst. Let me tell you about how bad this person is.”
		I assume all other Christians (especially the ones who get celebrated) 				have everything in order
		And because I do not have everything in order (this sin plagues me)
		So I dive into a grand activity to compensate
		OR
		I give up trying (leave the church and join the bar)
	My activity (cause) becomes the most important thing to me – not God
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7.	Job’s wife says to give up – Job 2:9
C		Consider what she has just gone through
		His wife felt them all
C			Loss of status, wealth, children, purpose
		It’s a terrible thing to say and be known for BUT
			Her story does not end with one bad event
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8.	Comfort from three friends - Job 2:11-13
C	Good deeds = good life
	Bad deeds = pain and suffering
		They emphasize karma [sermon #4 - 8 February] 
		They (and Job passing the blame [sermon #5 - 15 February]
		
C	Life via my rules – (Over God) [rituals and wish list before and treadmill]
		Either atheism – Science has all the answers
		OR
		Christian life becomes a series of principles for life
			5 steps to…
			Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth
			Principles can control our world
			Verse of the day is my good luck charm
			Get blessed by forwarding this message	

Conclusion
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	God must be our treasure
		Abide in Him
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	1 Corinthians 13:1-3
		In these short verses, Paul deconstructed so much of what we build our 			lives on. First, he went after life via my wish list (from God). He said			that receiving miraculous gifts from God, the ability to speak in tongues 			of men and angels, is nothing without love. 

		Next, he targeted life via my rules (over God). The ability to 				understand mysteries and possess knowledge cannot match the				importance of love. 

		Then he tackled life via rituals (under God) in the form of faith to 			move mountains. 

		Finally, he dismissed even Life via a treadmill (for God) represented 			by our giving of money and life. None of these can benefit us without 			love. 

	Love for Him (13:13)
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