SLIDE 2
In the Presence of God
Job 38-41

Introduction
	Attention	God used a dream/Vision on approaching this text
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	Interest	Maintaining control
			Grabbing the seat in an airplane or passenger’s seat
			Giving directions or advice
			Putting yourself in charge
	Need	We want God to speak in the sunshine and say good and faithful 			servant. 
		Here He is in a storm and not saying those words			
	Textual Idea	Job was pleading w/ God to explain Himself. It caused him to make 			false presumptions
		77 questions – Job could not meet God as an equal and defend his			case
	Sermon Idea	Now God speaks, and Job is silenced
	Interrogative	Are we ready to hear God on His terms? Not on ours, but His.
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	OUTLINE
C		Can you explain MY creation?
C		Can you oversee MY creation?
C		Can you give ME an answer?
C		Can you control MY creation?
	Transition w/ Key Word 
		38:3 and 40:7 “Gird up your loins” 
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			Picture of a lungi
			the phrase gird your loins suggests you should prepare yourself mentally				or physically for something that’s rather difficult or challenging. It’s like 				the old-timey version of buckle your seatbelts or brace yourselves, but 				with a lot more garment-related confusion involved.

SLIDE 6
1.	Can you explain MY creation? 38:1-38
	Explain – God uses metaphors about things He had done
				Read	38:4-6 compared to v 7
	Argue -	He answers in a whirlwind 
				Did this with Elijah (2 Kings2), Ezekial (Ezekial 1:4) and others
					I.e. He gets the attention of His audience
			V 2 Who Darkens my council – you speak w/o knowing
C			Living Bible “Why are you using your ignorance to deny My 						providence?”
				How could Job comprehend or control God’s ways with man, when 					he could not comprehend or control God’s government in nature?
C	Illustrate -	God moves through creation of the ocean, control of the sun, separation 				between light and darkness, rain and lightning, constellations, and clouds
				Ex: 38:12, 31, 
	Apply - 	Some people only consider the environmental impact that mankind 					currently has on the world, but God has much more to say
SLIDE 7
			Scientifically, we know and understand much more than Job did
C				The ocean is 6.8 miles deep
C				The sun is 92 million miles away
			BUT, as much as we learn, there is still more 
C				Much less having control of any of it
			Can we explain…Job [and us] has to answer NO

Transition	God is in complete control of the things we do not even consider
				We are not in a position to second-guess Him in any way
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2.	Can you oversee MY creation? 38:39 - 39
C	Explain – Points to 6 animals and 5 birds
			Providing food for wild lions and ravens - 38:39-41
C	Illustrate -He provided manna and quail for the Hebrews – Ex 16:13-15
				“WASH” is from the UN (water, sanitation, hygiene
				Per Day
				1.5 tons of food, 3 tons of burning, 6-7 million gal of water 
	Argue -	He sees the animals give birth (39:3)
SLIDE 9

			Picture of animals
			He created ostriches and horses for a purpose
			READ 39:13-18
				O’s top speed 70 mph
				Runs from danger
			39:19-25
				H’s top speed is 43 mph
				Bold in battle
	Apply -	God is involved in all things, not just us
				“She cannot maintain her own finances, how can she run a city”
				“He cannot manage his household, how can he manage a church”
				I Tim 3:4-5
				God cares and loves more than we could ever do

Transition	If Job can’t understand nature, how could he understand God’s moral 				order
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3. 	Can you give ME an answer? 40:1-5 READ
	Explain - 	Job is limited in time, wisdom, and power
C	Argue -	Hand over mouth 
				Cr 21:5, 29:9 (Stopped talking)
			I am vile – small account - insignificant
C	Illustrate – Pulse and blood pressure up, sweating, shallow breaths, holding tight, 
			Exercise and get side stitches, can’t speak/out of breath
C	Argue -	BUT he did not repent yet
			Pulpit commentary - Job 40:4
Silence before God is the true expression of humility. It cannot be said that Job is as yet deeply conscious of sin. The vileness of which he makes confession is rather his mean estate, his poor, feeble, human helplessness, than more guilt. Therefore, it does not need to be made much of or regarded as anything like a full confession. It is, however, the mark of humility to admit it, and then to relapse into silence. This is the condition to which the great argument of the drama is designed to bring its readers. We are too busy with our own performances in religion. In prayer, we have too many words to speak to God. We are always telling Him what He knows already and often dictating to Him what we think He should be doing, instead of patiently waiting for His voice and humbly submitting to His will. There is room for more silence in religion and in all life.
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4.	Can you control MY creation? 40:6 – 41:34
	Explain -	READ 40:6-8
C			Job said God had wronged him – 19:6
C			V 8-14	God says He is sovereign with people and their outcomes
C	Argue - 	V 15-24	Behemoth (hippo?)
				I control him, you don’t
			41:1-10& 12-34	Leviathan (Crocodile or dragon)
	Illustrate – Dragon is a representation for Satan
	Apply	41:11	God says, “Everything under heaven is Mine”
			The more we focus and listen to God, the more we come to grips with His 			plans

Transition 	If you cannot control these animals, how do you expect to influence My 					activity when you meet Me in court?
SLIDE 12
Appeal
	Repeat 4 questions
		Can you explain MY creation?
		Can you oversee MY creation?
		Can you give ME an answer?
		Can you control MY creation?
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Understanding God
	God is too small
If our God can only empathize with the suffering of the world, but can do nothing about it, He is too small. 
If our God is only identified with nature and can do nothing more than understand it, He is too small.
If our God is identified with human capacities and abilities, then He is too small.
		Instead, let’s expand up towards Him, not reduce Him to us
Action
C	Schedule a time of silence
		Notepad
		Bible
		Silence
	“I am listening”
		You might not get the answer you are looking for, but God will speak
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