Picture of TN team
PRAY
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7 Commands Overview
	There are 300+ commands, which George Patterson summarized 
		Being a disciple means we faithfully do these
		Discipleship means we teach others to do the same
“I already know this”
	It is good to be reminded
	Listen to what happened after Gideon (the judge) died
	Judges 8:33-34
	Then it came about, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the sons of Israel again 	played the harlot with the Baals, and made Baal-berith their god. 34 Thus the sons 	of Israel did not remember the Lord their God, who had delivered them from 	the hands of all their enemies on every side;
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Baptism
The front door of the church
SLIDE 3
Funny story about the baptism tank
	Show pictures
READ Romans 6:1-11
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A.	The true believer says yes to:
· I confess there is one God.
· I confess there is one mediator between God and mankind, Jesus.  
· I believe Jesus came to earth so He might destroy the works of evil.
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· I believe that through Jesus, mankind can be delivered from the domain of darkness and transferred into the Kingdom of God.
· I believe that Jesus gave Himself as a ransom for all people.
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· I believe that Jesus was raised from the dead and is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven only after angels, authorities, and powers had been subjected to him.
· I believe that we receive eternal life when we believe in God’s plan of Jesus.

Application
	Are these statements true for you?
	Believer’s baptism [front door of the church]
Transition
	If that is the case, then a life of obedience follows. Baptism should not be the 	only way we obey
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Quote - Baptism is one step in a life-long journey of becoming like Jesus. 
		The journey of faith and obedience continues until a person reaches heaven
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B.	Why should we do it
· Commanded by God – Mt 28:19-20
· Jesus did it – Mt 3:13-15
· Apostles preached it – Acts 2:37-38
· More examples from the Bible
· Acts 2:41 – 3000 baptized in one day
· Acts 8:36-38 – Ethiopian eunuch w/ Philip
· Acts 9:18-19 – Saul’s conversion
· Acts 10:47-48 – Peter said do not wait when speaking at Cornelius’ house
· Acts 16:13-16 – Women at the river in Philippi
· Acts 16:33 – Jailer in Philippi
· Acts 19:1-5 – Ruler of the synagogue in Ephesus

Transition: These were several compelling reasons, but for me, the compelling issue is found in the significance
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C.	What does it represent
· Symbolically washing of sin
· It does not save us
· Symbolically of death and resurrection
· The word means “submersion”
But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” Mark 10:38
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·  Picture of the baptism tank in Ephesus
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· Actual Public Proclamation
· A physical response to a spiritual event
· It shows partnership in the new covenant
· Baptisms happening overseas
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D.	The Issue of Children 
· Baptism does not get us into heaven, so infants do not need it
· Rms 10:9-10 – must confess and believe
[front door of the church]
· Age of accountability
· Num 14:28-29 – Children allowed into the promised land
· Mt 18:1-10 – Children come to Jesus
· John 9:40-41
· Evidence of a changed life
· Regardless of whether it is a child or an adult, we do not want to baptize someone who is not a believer
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E.	Appeal
	Take action to be Jesus’ disciple
		Repent,
		Believe
		Baptize
	Hebrews 3:12-14 – Living Bible
Beware then of your own hearts, dear brothers, lest you find that they, too, are evil and unbelieving and are leading you away from the living God. 13 Speak to each other about these things every day while there is still time so that none of you will become hardened against God, being blinded by the glamor of sin. 14 For if we are faithful to the end, trusting God just as we did when we first became Christians, we will share in all that belongs to Christ.
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