SLIDE 1
7 Commands of Jesus 
Prayer
Matthew 11:25-30

Review
SLIDE 2-6
	Repent – establishes our relationship with God
SLIDE 3
	Baptize – declares our relationship w/ God to others
	Love, Give, Pray – define and grow our discipleship relationship w/ God

650 verses about prayer in the Bible – many approaches and examples
	The key is do what works for you

Introduction
I wish…
	I won the Powerball drawing
	I was young again
	I remembered everything I read
	I had more friends
	Was like that person (or not so much like the other person)
W/ prayer, we can often feel defeated
	Any leader who refuses to pray 2 hours a day will not be worth a plug nickel in 	preaching. - Leonard Ravenhill
	Or
	God is not answering me – is He mad, am I doing wrong, is it worth it?
		Satan wants us to stop, and since he cannot stop God, he tries to stop us

The feeling of defeat can make us give up – even before we start
	Has anyone done this already with New Year’s Resolutions?
		I will fail w/in 3 weeks, so why even start
	Do we do this w/ Bible reading and prayer?

 Jesus’ 7 commands are not just suggestions or options for life
	And they are not meant to be burdens
	
SLIDE 7	
READ 
	Matthew 11:25-30
PRAY

SLIDE 8
Adoration
	25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. 

Focus on His attributes – 
C
Ps 96:4-6
	For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
	He is to be feared above all gods.
	5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
	But the Lord made the heavens.
	6 Splendor and majesty are before Him,
	Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.

C
	Study elements of His creation or another attribute so you can praise Him more 			deeply
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Confession
This passage does not include a direct line of confession; however, we need it

C	Psalms 66:18
If I regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear;

Lord’s Prayer Mt 6:9-13
	There is a shortage in our account (sin)
		Forgiveness is based on our desire to do the same
C	Matt 6:14-15
For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.

	Granting Forgiveness is evidence of our relationship with God

C	Hebrews 4:14-16
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
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Thanksgiving
	26 Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. 27 All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

C	Remember the treasure principles 
		He owns all things, and we manage them
		Everything comes from Him

C	1) Praise Him for the large and small
	2) Do it right away
	3) Write it down (count your blessings) 
			The opposite is to compare yourself to others constantly

SLIDE 11
Supplication (appeal)
28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

C	Phil 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

C	Ps 37:4-5
Delight yourself in the Lord; And He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, and He will do it.

SLIDE 12
Practical Questions
C	What about at the moment prayers?
		Give me this parking space, give me 1 more mile in my gas tank, find 					my lost items, make that awkward person not see me…
	God knows when and how to answer every prayer – We must trust Him

C	Does God hear unbelievers prayers?
		Haggar – Gen 21:16ff
		People of Nineveh – Jonah 3:5-10
		Cornelius – Acts 10
		Sinners Prayer

SLIDE 13
Conclusion
C	Prayer is Communicating w/ God
C		Keep it simple - But do it, and when you stop, start again
	Don’t fall into the trap of thinking you must be ‘perfect’ before coming to Him
C		Come w/ your junk and dirt – let Him cleanse you
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