PRAY
Introduction to Mark
SLIDE 1
Story Tellers - Ruskin Bond and Garrison Keiler
This book is Peter’s stories, written by Mark
	2nd book of NT
It has compelling connections that tie the stories together
	Golden Strand
	Example: people touching Jesus and being touched by Him
		Peter’s mother-in-law 1:31
		Leaper 1:41
		Multitude 3:10
		Women 5:27
		Jairus’ daughter 5:41
		Sick 6:5
		Sick 6:56
		Deaf and dumb 7:33
		Blind man 8:22
		Little Children 10:13

SLIDE 2			Jesus Changes Priorities
Mark 1:16-20
	Attention	Types of fishermen
	Interest	It all depends on the need
			To survive, to thrive, to have fun
			These men did it to survive
				They were hard workers/motivated
	Textual Idea	Jesus changed four men’s priorities
SLIDE 3		PICTURE from tree of life
	Need	Have you given Him access to change your life?
	Sermon Idea	Jesus calls everyone to become what they are not
			People’s lives are at stake
	
	Transition w/ Key Word 		What changes will we allow Jesus to make in			our lives?
SLIDE 4
READ
SLIDE 5
Division 1   	Jesus Pays Attention -V 16, 18-20
		Explanation 	Background leading up to this event 
	Jesus had already done several things
C		(1) Water to Wine, (2) cleared the temple, 		
C		(3) healed the demoniac in the synagogue
	Jesus calls 4 men – He saw their potential
		Peter & Andrew were w/ John the Baptist first (Jn			1:35-37)
			Jesus sees and calls four men 		
SLIDE 6
		Argumentation	Does God call us, OR do we choose Him
	A 	He picks us
		Illustration	Abram did not go shopping for gods. God came to Him
			
			The story goes that Socrates met Xenophon in a narrow passage, and that he stretched out his stick to bar the way, while he inquired where every kind of food was sold. Upon receiving a reply, he put another question. “And where do men become good and honorable? Xenophon was fairly puzzled; “Then follow me,” said Socrates, “and learn.” From that time onward, he was a pupil of Socrates. (Lives of Eminent Philosophers 2.48; see Talbert 1992, 83–84).
	Argumentation	These four men 	
		Another example is the one lost sheep
SLIDE 7
	READ 
		Romans 8:29
		For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 		conformed to the image of His Son, in order that He might 		be the firstborn among many brothers.
		Romans 9:15
		For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I 		have mercy, and I will show compassion to whomever I 		show compassion.”
		HE CALLS US
SLIDE 8
	B 	We choose Him
	Joshua 24:15
	Psalm 34:4
	John 3:16
	Romans 10:9
	if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 	your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.	

	ANSWER IS BOTH
	Application	Jesus sees us and is calling us to follow Him

Transition	Jesus sees what you can become if you follow Him

SLIDE 9
Division 2   	Jesus Calls us to something Greater – V 17
	Explanation 	“I will make you BECOME…”
	They and we are not the soul winners
	Illustration	John 4 – Woman at the well 
			The disciples wanted to leave the area
			Jn 4:32 – Jesus had a divine appointment
			Jesus was interesting and compelling
					We must present Him as such
			“Living Water?” “Worship in any place!?!” 
SLIDE 10
	Explanation	Fishers of men
 		To be caught in the nets of the gods was a symbol of 			salvation. Since evil spirits were also believed to be 			fishing for people, it was important to put oneself in a 			position to be caught by the benevolent spiritual powers. 		In the prophetic tradition, God may appoint others to be 		fishers. In particular, the enemies of Israel are understood 		as Yahweh’s fishers, gathering Israel for judgment (Ezek. 		17:19-21; Jer 16:16). But this judgment is designed to 			lead to Israel’s return to covenant faithfulness; it is a kind 		of discipline, designed to correct, not to destroy. 
	Argumentation	Evangelism is about 
			(1) God, (2) Man, (3) Jesus, and (4) Response
	Application   	Who or what has caught you?
			If Jesus, you will have compassion for the lost 
				Be compelled to share the gospel
			The town’s people came to Jesus first because of her, 				and second because of Him
		Pray - Give me divine appointments (like Ethiopian)
			Let me take advantage of them
SLIDE 11
Action
	Jesus is calling us to something greater
	Jesus was calling these four to the urgent task of rescuing people from the 	impending judgment implied by the coming of the kingdom in the person 	and work of Jesus. This urgency demanded a response.
			Society is becoming more isolated every day
					This is a tool of Satan

		But Jesus is about relationships
			Disciples have been changed by Jesus
			Disciples are fishers of men
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