Jesus’ Authority Transforms Lives
Mark 1:21-34
PRAY
Review:
	Theme of the book – “The word of the King comes true.”
		Ex: Disciples will become fishers of men
	Jesus changes our priorities – Four disciples were called
	Attention	People ask, Do we walk the walk and talk the talk, or do we not tell 			anyone so that if we mess up, we will not be criticized?
	Interest	Authority events in Ch 1
SLIDE 2
12-13 – Temptation
14-15 – Preaching
16-20 – Calling the four
21-22 – Teaching
23-28 – Casting out a demon
29-31 – Healing sickness
32-34 – Healing sickness and demons
	The last two show compassion
	Need	
	Textual Idea	Jesus clearly demonstrates His authority through word and deed
	Sermon Idea	
	Interrogative	Is it possible for us to display the same authority? 
		How much authority would you like to have?
			With Great authority comes with great responsibility 
			French Revolution-1793 
			Lk 12:48 - From everyone who has been given much, much will 				be required; (Lk 19:26 – More will be given)
	Transition w/ Key Word
SLIDE 3
	Division 1   	Displaying His Authority via teaching (versus the scribes) V 21-22
		Explanation 	teaching in the Capernaum synagogue
		Argumentation  	Scribes did not amaze the people
		Inconsistent
		Focused on themselves and not others
		Differences between religious groups
		They made life harder for the people
			Yes – take up your cross, you will have struggles
			Christian life is not just balloons and streamers
		Illustration	God’s grace was missing
				What is “Life w/o grace”
			The difference between living under the law and living under grace is like the difference between night and day: despair versus joy, death versus life, wrath versus forgiveness. – Freedom from fear
		Application   	How do we use the authority God gave us in a world that dismisses absolute truth?
	Answer: Live what we teach, let people know and see the changes God makes in our lives (His activity), lovingly correct unbiblical ideas with God’s truth, and encourage regular Bible reading or listening
	Transition
	Division 2   	Displaying His Authority via Casting Out Demons (23-28)
[bookmark: _Hlk205883498]	Explanation  	Man cries out – There is no question of “if” demon possession happens
				It is in more places and people than we realize
				“Screwtape Letters” 
	Demons and Jesus are opposites
	Demon says, We know what happened in the wilderness, what about us
	Illustration   	Knowledge w/o salvation
		Mt 7:21-23 – scariest verses in Bible for a “Christian”
		Notice here that the people Jesus condemns were actively involved in ministry, but they were not genuine believers. They had faith of a sort—they acknowledged who Jesus is—but they had no relationship with Him. Jesus does not say that at one time He knew them, but then He later rejected them. He says, “I never knew you.” They were never saved to begin with.
	Argumentation  	Jesus says be muzzled or gagged
			Demons' words should not be trusted
			Every news source can speak the truth, so we must evaluate
		The word of the King comes true
		People are amazed – I.e., strike a person out of his senses
	
	Transition  	First is His authority in teaching, and second is His authority in exorcism
Division 3  	Displaying His Authority via Healing Sicknesses (29-31)
	Explanation   	Went to Peter’s house with the main four
	Tradition was to have a large meal after synagogue
	  	She felt shame if she could not honor her guest by serving them
	Argumentation	Doctor Luke says she has a high fever
		Jesus touches her (and does not get sick) - compassionate
	Illustration  	Hospitality – 
			Tears on my floor
	Application	We serve each other and the Kingdom of God, whenever we are able
		Sickness (caused by sin in the world) makes service more difficult, but not impossible

	Transition	Authority in teaching, exorcism, and now sickness
Division 4  	Displaying His Authority via Miracles (32-34)
	Explanation   	From Peter’s house healings and exorcisms
	Many people had come – some for help, some to watch a show
	  		Connection between Mt 9:37-38 and this – forcing workers out into the 	harvest
	Argumentation	People were limited in their access to Jesus – wait for the Sabbath to end
		Man’s law that people “had to” follow
		Our society does the same to us, or we do it to ourselves
	Examples  	Which of man’s laws (or customs) prevents us from honoring God?
			City codes? Common traditions like service timings? Closed 			homes? Work all week, so Sunday becomes shopping and chore 			day?
	Application	How can we remove barriers to the gospel while maintaining God’s truths?

	Reiteration
	Is it possible for us to display the same authority? 
		Can we exorcise demons today?
		Can we heal people today?
	Which of man’s laws (or customs) prevents us and others from honoring God?
	How can we remove barriers to the gospel while maintaining God’s truths?
	How do we use the authority God gave us in a world that dismisses absolute truth?

	Visualization 	What if I were to arrive home and find people stealing my possessions? I called the police from my car phone, and they rushed over to my house. But to my surprise, they line up along the sidewalk and begin to sing about their authority, declaring it to one another. All the while, intruders finish cleaning out my house! This may seem ridiculous, yet that is often an accurate picture of what we do. We talk about our authority. We sing about it. We even proclaim it loudly. But we do not exercise it. We must recognize that there is a difference between having authority and exercising it. “I give you authority.”
	Appeal	It starts with a prayer of repentance and a desperate cry for more faith
		Step two is to talk to me and other like-minded believers about practical steps forward

			Are you ready to take these steps?
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