PRAY

A peaceful life comes from embracing the fear, the activity, and the judgment of God
Ps 34:11-22
SLIDE 2
Interest	Magnifying God leads to teaching (v 11)
SLIDE 3
		Revival is heaven overflowing its banks, producing in the church such a sense of 			divine majesty and power that causes both Christians and non-Christians to stand 			in awe of the living God. Global Revival: Worldwide Outpourings by Matthew 			Backholer

Review	Magnify God Together - God who Delivers - God can be Found

Textual Idea		The text outlines three concepts related to a divine perspective: the "Fear of 				God," which emphasizes reverence and awe; the "Activity of God," which 				refers to God's involvement in the world; and the "Judgment of God," which				signifies the accountability and moral assessment of human actions.
				Leads to Peace with God

Interrogative	
	Transition w/ Key Word	Let’s learn from this passage how this peace comes about

READ

SLIDE 4
#1	Fear of God V 11-14
[bookmark: _Hlk204084190]	Explain	V 11 - The Fear of God can be taught and learned
				Value of teachers and learners
			Fear means wonderment
				Prov 9:10
SLIDE 4b
		SONG – I stand amazed in the presence
	Argument	The Fear of God Leads to a Peaceful Life
SLIDE 5
	Illustration	1 Pt 3:8-12 (READ 3:8-9)
	Illustration - Almost Christian
The Ungodly Fear of the “Almost Christian” – fear of God: A forgotten doctrine 
READ Mt 25:26,28,30
In the parable of the talents, the “wicked and lazy servant” (Matt. 25:24-30) is one who represents the embodiment of this kind of ungodly fear. Here is a church member – one who is in the covenant community outwardly. He has gifts entrusted to him (it should be noted that there are many Biblical evidences that the possession of gifts is not the proof of grace). He has the vocabulary of a church member – he knows “Lord” is how the head of the church is to be addressed. But it is evident that when he addresses the master as “Lord,” he is being only technically correct and superficially polite. This is betrayed when he says, “Lord, I knew you to be a hard man reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.” He missed “the sense of the Creator’s goodness…the strongest bond by which the heart was kept for God.” The satanic strategy was and is to represent God as being “harsh, and severe, and delighting in our ruin.” P 28-29
SLIDE 6
	Argument	V 13 – Control the Tongue
			V 14 - Keep away from evil
				Private or public
			V 14 - Seek and pursue peace 
				Go after it hard
				Ex – live at peace w/ all men 
					CR Hebrews 12:14

SLIDE 7
#2	Activity of God V 15-20
	Explain	God hears (15,17), cares (16,18) and delivers (19,20)
		V 15 God listens to all and is ready to answer the righteous
	Illustration	It seems like the bad is left unpunished and the good is not rewarded, but 				God knows
	Argument	God is in control, we need to let Him be God
			Ultimately, evil doers will be destroyed and forgotten
			This gives us PEACE
		V 18 – God cares for the weak - He gives us PEACE
		We need to be crushed in spirit in a sincere way
		“Contrite Spirit” is a spirit that has been hammered and is in a state of 				submission to whatever God has for it
SLIDE 8
			V 19 compared to V 8–9
		While the psalmist indicated earlier that those who fear Yahweh will not 			suffer any want (Ps 34:8–9), here he indicates they should not expect a 			trouble-free life. They can expect that Yahweh will be with them and will 			deliver them from their troubles.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John D. Barry, Douglas Mangum, Derek R. Brown, et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2016), Ps 34:19.] 

	Illustration	Picture of bird in the cleft of a rock

SLIDE 9		
#3	Judgement of God V 21-22
	Explain	V 21 “evil slays the wicked.”
		EVIL means those going against the righteous
			Their evil will be their doom
	Illustrate	Crumbs on the face
	Argument	V 22 God is the redeemer
SLIDE 10
		He does not condemn His followers (READ Rom 8:1-2)
	Application	The last line is a Huge Promise! Huge Comfort!
			This gives us PEACE

SLIDE 11
Conclusion
	Apply	God’s peace is knowing we are safe in Him
	Appeal	Peace does not come in muscles, weapons, or door locks, 
		Peace does not come from Lysol spray and wet wipes
		Peace does not come from mind-emptying meditation, horoscopes, and palm 			reading
		Peace does not come from money and houses

			Peace comes from knowing and trusting God!!
		Do you know Him and trust Him?
		Pursue peace with God today!
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