Immanuel
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Title Slide
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He will be called: Eternal Father
Isaiah 9:6
Introduction
	Isaiah could be called the 5th gospel
	400 direct or indirect references are used in the NT
	Only the Psalms have more

Summarize 9:1-7
	Include in the summary - 3 reasons for rejoicing
	1) The nation will be delivered from oppressors (V 4)
	2) There will be lasting peace (V 5)
	3) The Messiah will be born and replace King David
			He will have a never-ending government
			He will reign in peace
			His titles (characteristics) are amazing
Pray
SLIDE 3
Review
	Focused on Wonderful Counselor and Mighty God
 		For the wonderful counselor, we centered on the incarnation and the amazing work of our 			Messiah
		For Mighty God, we asked God to open our eyes and the eyes of the unsaved. Salvation 				and obedience are a spiritual battle that God did and will win
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The Name 
	1)	Eternal Father, i.e., Father of Eternity = Messiah, 
		The coming One who has existed for all time

	2)	The name is ELOHIM
		God “Creator, Mighty and Strong” From the Bible’s first sentence, the superlative nature 			of God’s power is evident as God (Elohim) speaks the world into existence. CR John 1:3

	3) The term Father is usually used for YAHWEH
		 READ Exodus 3:13-15
			 Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I 	will say to 				them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to me, ‘What 				is His name?’ What shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; 				and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to 					you.’” 15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 				‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 				God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-				name to all generations. 
				Yahweh is translated in English Bibles as “LORD.” 

		Yahweh is present, accessible, near to those who call on Him for deliverance, forgiveness 		and guidance. He will be an enduring, compassionate provider and protector

	Illustrate – 
		Catholicism knew about Elohim, the God of law and order. The God who punished sin, 			and, in the cases of Joshua taking over the land of Canaan, showed no mercy.

		They did not know about Yahweh, or about the grace and mercy of God. So, they 				designated Mary as the compassionate one. They have elevated her to a god-like status.
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Father of the Nation
		Explain - 
		In ancient times, the “father of the nation” was viewed in much the same way as the 			father of a family. It was the father who was to protect and provide for his children. In the 		same way, this Child to be born will become a king who will be a father to the children of 		Israel—He will protect and provide for them. And His role as protector and provider will 			not be limited by aging or death. His role as father (protector and provider) will continue 			in perpetuity. 

		Just how this will come about is not revealed in Isaiah’s prophecy. Hints are scattered 			throughout the OT as to who He will be and where He will be found. 
			What God will do for us
				Give us His Word
				Give a garment of righteousness
				Provide an ark of salvation
SLIDE 6
			How God will do this work
				Via a sacrifice (Abraham)
				Via blood (Moses, 10th plague)
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			Through whom will God do this work
				Family of David
				Sign of Jonah
				The Messiah
For example,
			A descendant of Eve – Gen 3:15
			In the line of Abraham - Gen 12:3, 18:18, 22:18
			A Son of David and ruler forever – 2 Sam 7:12-16, Isa 9:6-7, 11:1, Jer 23:5-6
			Born in Bethlehem – Micah 5:2
		 	His Characteristics – Isa 9
	
		There are over 300 “hints” (prophecies) in the OT about the Messiah.

		The full identity of the Messiah—that He is God in the flesh, the second Person of the 			Trinity who would protect and provide for His people by His death and resurrection on 			their behalf; and that Gentiles could also be grafted into the family of Israel—may be 			hinted at in Isaiah, but God’s people would have to wait almost 700 years to see the 			Messiah revealed in the “fullness of time”
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Fullness of Time
	READ Galatians 4:4-7
		But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 			under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might 			receive the adoption as sons. Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His 			Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” Therefore, you are no longer a slave, but a 			son; and if a son, then an heir through God.

	1) 	God cannot be early or late
			He did what He intended, when He intended it, and how He intended it		
	2)	Sending Jesus at the fullness of time is part of His Fatherly Role
			The Birth was providential
			He set everything in order so His birth would be fulfilled exactly how it was					prophesied
	3)	He willingly did what was required to redeem us
			That is why He came to earth 
			Mark 10:45
			For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 			ransom for many.			
			Without Him becoming flesh and dying a terrible death, we would not have grace. We 			would have to bear that punishment on ourselves.
	4)	He made us family members forever
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Adoption into His family
[bookmark: _Hlk216846524]The following story is about how God works through us by turning everyday interactions into opportunities to teach those around us about who He is and what His Kingdom is like.

A Servant and a Prince 

As I was sitting with a group of men and visiting, the topic of doing good deeds to gain God's favor came up. While the other men were sharing their views, I was listening and thinking about common beliefs here in LoS, and asking God what story I could share that might move these men a step closer to God, or at least get their interest enough to make them ponder God and His ways later, when they were alone. The common beliefs that came to mind were: (1) those who do all of their religious duties and have a "pure heart" will be provided for in this life and the next so we should work, work, work to gain God's favor and (2) God could never have a son because He does not have marital relations like people do. Eventually, it was my turn to weigh in, and this is the story that I shared:
 
Suppose there was a strong and powerful king who was responsible for the people. In his home, of course, he has many children, advisers, guards and servants. Now I'm thinking that if I was a servant in his house, I would work very, very hard and serve the king with all that I have. And I would do this with concern that if I didn't do a good enough job, he might fire me, kick me out, put me in prison, or even worse. And for this reason, I would take care of my responsibilities and work as hard as possible every single day. However, if I was one of the princes, I would wake up every morning and take care of my responsibilities, working as hard as possible every single day and serving the king with all I have. But as a prince, I would do so for different reasons than the servant. I would serve him not because I am afraid of losing something, but because I love the king, because I know my place is secure with him and that he cares for me and will take care of me and share all he has with me simply because I am his.

Now my question is simple, "Which would you rather be? A servant that serves the king due to fear or a prince who serves the king out of love and thankfulness?"

Everyone, of course, preferred to be the son. And the ensuing conversation was interesting. During that conversation, I was asked if I thought God was our father. I responded in this way, "Well, I definitely don't think that He has marital relations if that is what you mean." Upon saying this, everyone nodded and muttered in agreement. I followed up with, "However, when I read the Bible and think about the things God did in the lives of the faithful men, women and children of old and even what He has been doing throughout my life and my father's life. I definitely think He raises us as if we were His children. Could you imagine how wonderful the world would be if all the fathers in the world were like God in His attributes and in the way He is patient and loving, but still firm and just with all of us sons of Adam? That would be the ideal world, wouldn't it?" And everyone agreed.

They now know someone who serves God out of love and loyalty because of the Spirit of adoption I have received (Romans 8:15-17) (READ). AND one of the most inflammatory topics that Muslim and Christian people talk about has been opened - the Fatherhood of God. Now we can return to it any time they would like... as a group or in private (John 3:1-2).

Appeal
	1)	Become a part of the Kingdom family
			Receive the privilege of being a joint heir with the Messiah
	2)	Become a part of His family
			Grace New Member Classes
	3)	Proverbs 3:1-8 
			My son, do not forget my teaching, But let your heart keep my commandments; For 			length of days and years of life And peace they will add to you. Do not let kindness and 			truth leave you; Bind them around your neck, Write them on the tablet of your heart. So 			you will find favor and good repute In the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with 			all your heart And 	do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 		Him, And He will 	make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the 			Lord and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your body.
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