PRAY
READ
A Hope-Filled Church
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

	Attention	Peace TV story of going to heaven
	Interest	100% false, but we need the truth
		Genesis 1:16 – “He made the stars also”
			I.e. God is more than capable of giving us a new body and 				taking care of us
	Need	We need to know that this world is not the end 
		The world will get worse, but God will intervene at the right time
SLIDE 2
	Textual Idea	No matter 
			how busy we are, 
			how pressing our problems, 
			how overwhelming our circumstances, 
		A day is coming when Christ shall return. C
C		Knowing that gives us courage and strength for today!

		Don’t stop working, go out in the desert, or grow a beard

		These verses were given to comfort us
			Secondarily, it helps us understand end times
SLIDE 3
	Sermon Idea	Outline
		Background – Be holy and set apart
		Today, we will talk about Jesus’ Return
			Parts will be controversial
		All should be comforted and plan accordingly

	Transition w/ Key Word

SLIDE 4
	Division 1   	Major Dilemma V 13
C		Explain	Talking about the dead believers – “Hope” in Jesus is a guarantee
			Some new Christians thought that if they were not alive at Jesus’ return, they would miss it; meanwhile, believers were dying around them
				Or
			It had already happened, and they had missed out
			Gentiles thought death was the end, and they were scared of it, or they developed non-Biblical ideas
C		Illustrate  	Luke 20:37-38 – Jesus referring to Moses at the bush. God is the God of the living
C		Argue	REFERENCE 1 Cor 15:3-4 & 17-20 – Jesus rose (foundation of our faith), so we will rise
			“If Jesus did not rise from the dead, our faith is hopeless”
		Apply	READ 1 Cor 15:55-58 Death, where is your sting?
	Transition

SLIDE 5
	Division 2   	Great Reunion V 14
C		Explain	READ James 2:26 – body w/o spirit is dead
			REFERENCE 2 Cor 5:8 – Absent from the body is present with the Lord
			And Phil 1:21ff – To live is Christ and to die is gain
C		Argue	If God brings the dead w/ Him, that means they have to be w/ Him already
			He is bringing them back
		Illustrate  	Jesus comes from heaven w/ the souls of those who already believed, 
			He connects those souls w/ a new body
				The physical body will be made new 
C		Apply	How to know for sure you are one of the elect
				Mt 24:40-41 – 2 are in the field
				Mt 7:22-23 – I never knew you…
			Accept the gospel of grace
			Through faith, repent of your sins, accept Jesus’ sacrifice for sin, & allow Him to be the Lord of your life 
	Transition  	This is the SECOND coming

SLIDE 6
	Division 3  	Wonderful Promise V 15
C		Explain	This verse was not recorded in the Gospels
				It was either an oral teaching or God gave it directly to Paul
			READ 2 Peter 1:20-21 – It comes w/ God’s authority
C		Argue	Doctrine of Imminent Return
				Jesus can come at any time
				More prophecies could be fulfilled, but do not have to be
		Illustrate	Like the earthquakes in Venezuela
C		Illustrate  	twinkling of an eye = light enters the eye, bounces off the lens, and comes back out (1 Cor 15:52)
		Apply	If we are alive at Jesus’ return, the dead will go before us, and we will follow in less than a second
	Transition

SLIDE 7
	Division 4  	Worldwide Pronouncement V 16-17
C		Explain	Word “Rapture” is not used in the Bible
				Idea of snatching away (raptor bird)
			Word used for Philip in Acts 8:39, Paul in the temple 23:10, people trying 				to take Jesus by force Jn 6:15
C			1 	Jesus comes down
			2 	“Shout” Command
			3 	Voice of the Archangel
			4 	Trumpet
				3 separate and very public events
				Dan 7:10 Thousands upon thousands were attending Him,
		And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him;
			5 	Dead rise (the body coming up from the dead – not going into the air)
					This is important because it goes towards my point – no 				tribulation period
			6 	Alive are raptured
			7 	Meet Jesus in the air
			8 	Be w/ Jesus forever
SLIDE 8
C		Illustrate  	READ Mt 24:29-31 – this is the timeline
			I do not believe in a secret rapture
			Origin of dispensationalism – modern view of the end times
				At 2nd coming, Christians go to heaven and the rest experience 					tribulation, then a 3rd coming, 1K year reign, and afterward, a 					final battle
			1800s and an English reverend, Edwin Irving. 
			Then John Darby taught it 
			Next, the Scofield Reference Bible (1 million copies sold – 1909)
			Hal Lindsey's book “Late Great Planet Earth”, 1970
			Movie “Thief in the Night” – 1972
			The Left Behind series – 1995-2007
		Argue	The rapture is a public and worldwide event
			We “meet” the Lord – a delegation meeting a dignitary (do a u-turn)
				Then comes Rev 19, where Jesus does the fighting
C		Apply	Second Coming is the end
				READ Rev 1:7 – All will see His coming
				Christians will go through the tribulation
				Rev 3:10 – only written to one church
					“Keep you in the midst of the hour to come”
	Transition
SLIDE 9
	Division 5	Rest in God’s Plan V 18
C		Argue	Gives us hope in the present and the future
			When loved ones pass away
			When we are persecuted 
				READ Mt 10:28 – fear the soul killer, not body killer
C		Apply	We will get a new body and be w/ those who passed away in the past
			AND – we will be w/ God
	Transition

SLIDE 10
Conclusion
	Reiterate	Be encouraged, the best is yet to come
	Visualize	We don’t have to grow a beard to get to heaven
			We don’t have to agree or understand every future event to get to heaven
	Appeal	We must put our faith in Jesus
				“I will never leave you or forsake you”
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