PRAY
READ 9:1-7
SLIDE 2
He will be called: Wonderful Counselor
Isaiah 9:6
SLIDE 3
I miss the greetings of India and Bangladesh
	Namaste
	Alaikum al-Salam
	Jai Masih ki – victory to Jesus
	Immanuel - God with us

SLIDE 4
Upcoming Direction
	Four couplets which grammatically could be all separate attributes
		Each deserves great study
	Wonderful – Deity	Counselor – Humanity
	Mighty – Human	God – Deity
	Everlasting – Deity	Father – Humanity
	Prince – Human		Peace – Deity

Attention
	Keeping the wonder of the incarnation
	The Christmas season comes and goes each year
		Lights go up, and come down
		We get busy, stressed, and wish we gave God more time and attention

Background
	Assyria is on its way (siege is 725-722)
		They conquered every nation in their path
		For Israel, God used them to punish the sin of idolatry

SLIDE 5
	Northern places (Israel) hit first
		Contrasts in verses 1-7
			The Gloom of v.1 would turn to the Rejoicing v 3
			The Distress of v.1 would turn to the Joy of v. 3. 
			The Oppression of v 1 would turn to a Broken Yoke of v 3
			The Darkness of v. 2 would turn to the Light to v. 2 
			The Shadow of Death of v. 2 would be Overcome in v. 6
	The people remember that Gideon defeated Midian and broke their domination (V 		4 - Jdg 7:22-25)
		They want immediate relief, so they related this prophecy to King Hezekiah or 				King Josiah 
				Isaiah 742-701
				Hezekiah 715-686
				Josiah 639-609
			These men brought revival, but did not fulfill all the promises
		Assyria will fall (Isa 10:5-19), but not until they serve God’s purposes
			Israel had tunnel vision 
			Like us today – We think it is end times, but it might not be

Transition - In the midst, Isaiah sees the coming of the Messiah
	`			The heavens are peeled open
				Can you imagine what that looked like?
				Angels, the Messiah, the glory
SLIDE 6
Incarnation – God becoming flesh and blood
			John 1:1-5 and 14
			A child is born, a son is given (V 6)
				Comes from Mary and from God
			Quoted in Matthew 4:15-17
				READ 4:17
	Illustrate
		As a gnat might seek to drink in the ocean, so a finite creature might seek to 			comprehend the eternal God. A God whom we could understand would be no 			God. If we could grasp him, he could not be infinite; if we could understand 			him, then he would not be divine. Charles Spurgen

	Isaiah looked forward in faith, 
		we look in both directions 

SLIDE 7
Wonderful Counselor
	“Name” means one’s reputation, standing, fame
		Pointing to character
	Today, “est” is too easily used
		Wonderful Counselor means:
	 		Wonderful points to miraculously accomplished by God, Counselor points 					to Kingship
	
	Illustration ?????
		Question about using the Hebrew language in Israel
		Keeping the language pure
	This coming child will have the Spirit of wisdom – Isa 11:2

	1 Cor 1:20-25
		Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 			Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom 		of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-			pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 			believe. 22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but 			we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles 
		foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 		power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is 			wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

SLIDE 8
The Wonder of Messiah
	1)	Virgin born (Isa 7:14, Luke 1:26)
			Jesus was not passive like a natural baby
			
	2)	His teaching 
			Even at age 12
			He rightly divided the word of truth (2 Tim 2:15)
			He taught with authority (READ Mt 7:28-29)

	3)	His Miracles
			Seasons and wine
			Diseases (blindness, leprosy)
			Demons
			Death

	4)	His power
			Created the world from nothing 
			Phil 3:10
			that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship 				of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;
			1 Cor 1:18
			For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 				us who are being saved it is the power of God.
			Heb 1:10
			“You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And the 				heavens are the works of Your hands;
		
	5) Eternal
			V 6 “eternal Father.”
			Col 1:17
			He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
			Heb 13:8
 			Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
			John 8:58
			Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I 				am.”

SLIDE 9
Application
	Let’s Rejoice
		1 	God will destroy all enemies (just like in the days of Gideon)
		2	The Messiah has come and promised to come again
		3	Everlasting Peace is Coming (V 5)

	We don’t have to wait for a future day
		Why should we be anxious about the decisions we need to make when He is 			our Wonderful Counselor? – “Freedom from Fear”

	So Keep the wonderment of God
		Last week was the hope candle
		This week is the peace candle

We have faith that He is our Wonderful Counselor
We have faith that we will sit at His table one day

SLIDE 11
Lord’s Supper
	Lk 22:14-20
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