Seizing the Future
SLIDE 2
God’s Way Forward for Grace Baptist
Acts 13-14
Introduction:
	Story of vision in Ctg
		Arrived 8 Oct 2013
		Pray from Jan ’17 to Mar ‘18

	Luke Bookends this section 
		Read 13 & 14 as a group
Interest:
	When done, we see patterns of ministry that can and should be mimicked
		Details differ for our time and place
		With our ministry in Sunset Beach, there should be many similarities
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Picture:
	Pauline Model
		13:2 and 14:26 – What is “The Work” that they accomplished
		From no one going to the lost, to vibrant, reproducing groups that are sending out 		their own people
	Our picture will be a little different, but the concept is the same
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Central to all Christian ministry
	Holy Spirit – Acts 13:2 & 13:52
	Prayer – Acts 13:1-4
	Active Groups – Acts 15:2

Transition: Over the next two weeks, we will join Paul on his first journey, observing his 		methods and seeking ways to put them into practice today.
In other words, I am laying out a vision for our church
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Step 1	Active Church Members Sent Out – Acts 13:1-4 (READ) and 15:39-40
			A group of 5 leaders was actively leading their church
			They were in a spiritual place to hear from God
				
C			Every believer is called to be a disciple maker
			Every believer has been commissioned by God
			
C			The local church trained these two men, approved them, encouraged them, 			prayed for them
 
	APPLY	I am calling on everyone to be a disciple maker. 
				It might be local or international
				It is our reasonable service to God
			The first step in becoming a disciple maker is to be a disciple yourself
			
			Don’t wait for a bolt of lightning, a near-death experience, or a warm and fuzzy 			feeling to obey God

			Follow God’s leadership by getting fully engaged in the vision I am laying out
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Step 2	Contact and Connect w/ an Audience – Acts 13:5, 14-16 (READ) and 14:1
C			Let everyone know the gospel is available
			Go to them because most of the world does not come to us
				Use acts of service, attention getters, gifts (spiritual or physical)
				Paul used his religious status to gain an audience in the synagogue
				Speak in language/way that the people understand
					They went to the people – in right way & in right place
				Show genuine interest in your audience
			Talk to many people
C				Look for a Person of Peace – Luke 10:1-20 
					72 disciples (people who obeyed and shared)
					PoP opens doors, makes connections
					Makes it possible for us to share
					Story of prisoners in FL – 67 in one day
	APPLY	Enter via prayer, use of a whiteboard, storm relief, open door during movies & 			food events
			Offer tutoring, caregiving, transportation, etc. 
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Step 3	Sharing the Gospel Message – Acts 13:17-41 (summarize) and 16:31
C			In the synagogue, he started w/ the OT
				In Paphos (v 6), they used signs and wonders
				In Athens (17:18) they used local beliefs
				Today, some people only know the Hollywood version of a Bible story. 					others know none of it
C			He bridged to the gospel from the OT		
				“Word of the Lord” - 13:5, 7, 46, 48, 49, 14:3, 25
C			The sent ones (all of us) must decide on the methods and medium

	APPLY	We must share the gospel
				In a way it can be understood
			Methods available on the back table
			#1 are you doing step #3
				Sow little, reap little (2 Cor 9:6)
			#2 is it working
				If the horse is dead, we need to find another horse

			There are many reasons why our church is in a lull right now. And God has 			given me a vision to lead us out of it. We will not know if it works until we try 			it
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Step 4	Encourage New Believers – Acts 13:12, 48 and 16:14-15 - READ 38-41
C			Seekers were told what they must believe and do
			Seekers were told what happens with disbelief
			Seekers are asked to decide – today is the day of salvation
			
	APPLY	“Do you believe you are a sinner in need of a Messiah?”
			“Do you want to accept Jesus as your personal Savior, right now?”
			
		Our friends, family, and neighbors can come to faith
			But only if we approach them in a way that resonates with them
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Step 5	New Believers Meet in Groups – Acts 13:42-44 (READ)
		From day one, believers met regularly 
SLIDE 10-11
C			They will be taught to fulfill the 9 functions of a church
			1 Thes 1:1-5
				1) Love for Jesus 
				2) Prayer
				3) Bible study / Discipleship
				4) Preaching the Word
				5) Worship through song and others
				6) Baptism and Lord’s Supper
				7) Giving
				8) Regular fellowship meetings
				9) Plurality of Leaders
				10) Missions-minded
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	Review of 5 Steps

Strawberry Pictures
	Vision requires buy-in
	Vision requires hard work
		I can’t tell you how hard I worked on the vision in Ctg
		I can’t begin to praise God enough for the work that is happening there
SLIDE 13-16
	Pic 1 to 8 
		Grass – Tiller
		1 Plant – 1 Runner
		1 Field – Many Runners
		Full field – New plant
		Small groups producing fruit and sending out people who start more groups

APPEAL
	With God as our guide, we are not defeated
	We have work to do, will you join me?
	



Step 6	Faith Confirmed – Acts 14:21-22 and 15:41
			The Gospel is shared again and confirmed
			New believers are taught to worship
			New believers are taught to serve others
			New believers are taught to share their faith
			New believers are taught to give tithes and offerings
		Faith,  Love, Good works go together
		The gospel must be repeated regularly so we do not take it for granted and so 			someone does not miss it
		7 commands of Jesus
			Repent and believe
			Be baptized
			Lord’s Supper
			Love
			Pray
			Give
			Go
		Discipleship is teaching people how to have an active faith
			A disciple is a student who adheres to (and travels with) a teacher in a 			pedagogical relationship; especially used of students of spiritual leaders. 			(2:13-14)
		MAWL

Step 7	Local leaders are set up – Acts 14:23
			Active believers are trained in leadership
			Leaders are active disciples of Jesus
			Leaders encourage others to follow Jesus
		Local leaders were chosen by their faithfulness – 1 Tim 2 & Titus 3
		Local leaders were to be respected and followed, provided they were being lead 			by God
		Local leaders taught soul winning and group formation by example
			
Step 8	Believers Commended – Acts 14:3 and 16:40
		16:1 – Timothy joined them
			The church planter leaves the area and the local work
			Local leaders do more and more on their own
			Church planter checks the work but is not always visiting it
		Evangelist starts and establishes a group. Sets up leaders and guides, but does not 			remain at that one place
		Groups cannot and should not take years to form
			Birth and death rate in the county

Step 9	Relationships Continued – Acts 15:36 and 18:23
			Report back to sending churches
			Celebrate God’s work
		Show Paul’s hubs and circles of influence
		“They turned the entire world upside down” Acts 17:6 - Thessalonica
		Paul’s letters and return trips – tears in Ephesus

Step 10	Sending Churches Convened – Acts 14:26-27 and 15:1-4
			New church feels the need to send out people for church planting
			The new church starts with step 1 and repeats the process

Engage the field
	Sin causes separation
	Scope of God’s redemptive mission (Z thinking)
		Genesis 12:1-3
		Psalm 22.25-31, 67:2-4
		Isaiah 49:6
		Malachi 1:11
		Matthew 24:14, 28:18-20
		Luke 2:25-32
		Revelations 5:9-10, 7:9-10
	Jesus made fishers of men (Lk 10:1-20)
		Mt 9:35-10:42, Mk 6:7-13, 30-31, Lk 9:1-6, 10, 10:1-11

	Why don’t we do these things today?

Sow the seed
	DS #4 - Gospel Seed Sowing #1 – Clarifying the Gospel
	Core gospel – 1 Cor 15:2-5, Col 1:15-22, Isa 53:1-12, Rom 3:21-26, Phil 2:6-11
Make disciples
Group people and send them out
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