Prayer
A Church Prepared for Jesus’ Return
1 Thessalonians 3:11-13

	Attention	Story – Keep your fork
	Interest	Def. Holiness – God in his holiness desires a holy people amongst 			whom He can dwell and who can effectively worship, witness and 			serve Him as they prepare for a future with God.
	Textual Idea	Through this benediction, P wants the people to be 100% confident 			that they are ready for heaven.
	Need	People leave the church or switch denominations because they don’t 			acknowledge or understand God’s truths. 
SLIDE 2
	Sermon Idea	Benediction, derived from the Latin "bene" (well) and "decree" (to speak), 			refers to the act of blessing or pronouncing a blessing.
		Prayer is a means of communication between believers and God. 
		Put another way, 
			Benediction is a formal expression of what you want God to do for others
			Prayer is addressed to God in the 2nd person (you, yours, yourself) to do 				things for oneself or a 3rd party
			The difference is in who is being directly addressed, 
	Transition	God, and I, want us to be clear in our faith so that we don’t walk away from 			it or follow a false teaching.
		False teachers were then, and they are now and we do not want to fall for 			their lies.
SLIDE 3
	Background	Past Sermons
C		1)	5 guidelines that don’t fade away
				Leadership is about relationships
				Contextualization
				MAWL
C		2)	Model Ch - 1:1-5
				10 functions of a church
				From idols to service and waiting for heaven
C		3)	Ch that multiplies 1:6-10
				An example and encouragement
C		4)	Selected Ch 2:1-6
				God chose them to receive Him
	SLIDE 4
C		5)	Nurtured Ch 2:7-12
				Cared for them like a parent
				Their work, walk, and words mattered
C		6) 	Ch united around the Word 2:13-16
				Power in the Bible and Unity				
C		7) 	Ch hindered but not defeated 2:17-20
				Satan kept Paul from returning - temporarily
C		8)	Ch that Encourages 3:1-10
				Timothy receives responsibility. Their faith was encouraging

SLIDE 5
	Outline	One God brings us together v 11
		Bound in Christian love v 12
		Eagerly expecting his return v 13
READ
SLIDE 6	
	Division 1   	 One God Bringing Us Together V 11
C		Explain	V 11 Connection of Father and Son with “He”
		Argue	Hebrews 1:3 [mention only]
			And He is the radiance of His glory, and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power…			Colossians 1:17
			He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
C	Transition		First Blessing literally is: 
				That God will lead or guide them back to these people and influence 					us so that we follow you (God) back to these people
			i.e., God lead us and give us the will to follow Your leading
SLIDE 7
	Division 2   	Bound in Christian Love V 12
C		Explain	V 12 Increase and Aboud are the same
				When the terms are combined, it means doubled
C		Argue	Mature Christians love neighbors and enemies
				See Matt 5:44-48
			Second Blessing – to abound in love
SLIDE 8
	Illustrate	the opposite of abounding in Love 
				The Bait of Satan: Living Free from the Deadly Trap of Offense by John Bevere
			When we filter everything through past hurts, rejections, and experiences, we find it impossible to believe God. We cannot believe He means what He says. We doubt His goodness and faithfulness since we judge Him by the standards set by man in our lives.
SLIDE 9
			Cultivating a Spirit-Infused Lifestyle – Rachel Fox
			The last component in this spiritual anthropology is the fact that love 				causes the human to open herself to the work of Christ’s love and to 				the formative work of the Holy Spirit in her life. This affects the 				believer from the inside out. First, her nature is reformed, then as her 				core is transformed through the work of the Spirit, she begins to bear 				fruit in real life.
	Apply	It is about God’s reputation, not mine
		It is about the Kingdom of God growing, not my kingdom
	Transition
	SLIDE 10
	Division 3   	Eagerly Expecting His Return V 13
C	Explain 	Third Blessing
		V 13 Reason for the Benediction
C		Establish your heart – I.e., buttressing your faith (See V 2)
			He has more to teach them so they are ready for heaven
	Illustrate	Value of being a learner – continued education
			Scholarship available
		The clearer we get to know God, the less likely we are to stray away
	Argue	3rd time Jesus’ return is mentioned (1:10 & 2:19)
C		Mentioning His return is also a call for holiness
			1 John 3:2-3
			Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet 	what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like 	Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has 	this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
C			2 Peter 3:11-18 [READ PARTS]
			Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort 	of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 	looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because 	of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements 	will melt with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we are 	looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which			righteousness dwells.
			14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be 	diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 	15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our 	beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to 	you, 16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in 	which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and 	unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their 	own destruction. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this 	beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away 	by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own 	steadfastness, 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our 	Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, 	both now and 	to the day of eternity. Amen.
	Apply	We are the fellowship of the unashamed
			We accepted His grace in faith so we are guaranteed heaven
			Now we actively serve Him in our public and private life
			EVERYTHING WE DO IS AN ACT OF WORSHIP
 	Transition  	When Jesus returns, I will be ready.
SLIDE 11
C	Reiterate	(1) Put your faith in the ONE God
C			(2) Keep growing in love for others and for God
C			(3) And enter heaven with full confidence that you belong to Him
	Visualize 	Song “I can only Image”
	Appeal	Today is the day of salvation
			Today is the day to be sure
			Today is the day to be united with Jesus
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