Fiddler on the Roof Clip – 4:45 or 7 min clip

PRAY
READ ALL
Traditions
Mark 7:1-23

Attention	Story about wheel ruts
Need	We have traditions which need to be reviewed – personal and church
SLIDE 2
Textual Idea	Jesus addresses the “why” of traditions
SLIDE 3
Sermon Idea	Poetic Couplets
	A—Purity and eating (7:1–5)
	B—Human tradition versus God’s will (7:6–8) 
		with an appeal to the prophetic tradition
	B′—Human tradition versus God’s will (7:9–13) 
		with an appeal to the Torah
	A′—Purity and eating (7:14–23)
SLIDE 4
	7:1-5	Religiosity
	7:6-13	Responsibility
	7:14-23 	Reality

Interrogative		Are we making “Christian” life impossible or unattractive for 				unbelievers?
Transition w/ Key Word	We need to re-evaluate our traditions from our perspective				and the perspective of others

SLIDE 5		
Division 1	Religiosity - 7:1-5
SLIDE 6
Explain	Pharisees came from Jerusalem to Jesus
		(map) Avoid Sameria and get there
SLIDE 7
	Disciples did not do ritual washing
		They probably washed their hands once, but not repeatedly
Illustrate		Show Muslim washing – P 43
	This was a sin to the Pharisees
		The Jews laid great stress on these washings, or baptisms, considering 			eating with unwashed hands no ordinary crime, and feigning that an evil 		spirit, called Shibta, has a right to sit on the food of him who thus eats, 			and render it hurtful
Argument	Mark explains in more detail for his non-Jewish readers
SLIDE 8
	John Wesley – 1703-1791 – Father of Methodism
		Wesleyan quadrilateral (show picture)
			Scripture – This is foundational. It must be #1
			Tradition – What have other Christians and the church taught for 2K 						years
				Understand the history of the Bible and the church
			Reason – Is so that our teaching is understandable and makes sense
 			Experience – We must have this
				God is involved in our lives and more than dead knowledge
				Salvation

	Ie:	(1) You don’t make your disciple’s life hard
(2) We have a system where they have to come to us and think we are better than they are – look at our robes and noses in the air
(3) You are not teaching the traditions we teach
Apply	How hard do we make it for people to repent and believe?
	How hard does God make it?
		God forgives and accepts all people (us), do we?	

SLIDE 9
Division 2	Responsibility - 7:6-13	
SLIDE 10
	Subpart 1 is the Prophets
Explain	6-9	is a quote from Isa 29:13
		P’s word is put over God’s word
		P’s assumed Isa. Was talking about someone else
			Prophets repeat the separation often (Eze 33:31-33)
	“hypocrite” puts on a false impression
		is someone whose worship is merely outward and not from the heart. 
	Festivals – Pagen and God-centered

	Subpart 2 is the Torah
	10	is a quote from Ex 20:12 and 21:17 also Deut 5:16\
SLIDE 11
	The parents' retirement plan is for the oldest son’s job
		Banks and lending did exist, but were not a way to get rich

Illustrate	Corban – things reserved for God – Misuse of Numbers 30
		According to this tradition, if a person pronounced Corban over any			property or money, the word could only go to God and not parents or 			others. BUT, the money or property dedicated to God could still be used 		by its owner for personal gain and gratification. Therefore, by keeping 			the traditions of the elders, a person was breaking one of the Ten 				Commandments. Even if people who claimed Corban had a change of 			heart and wanted to help their parents, they could not.

		The religious leaders were teaching that a vow made to God supersedes 			any personal commitments, including parents. Jesus rejected the 				practice because they used one Biblical text to negate another. 

Argue	Jesus knows their customs and actions and calls them out for them
Apply	God’s Word takes on no meaning to the people
SLIDE 12
	For us the Bible is:
 	The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's 	revelation of 	Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It 	has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture		of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and			trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God judges us and 	therefore is and will remain to the end of the world, the true center of 	Christian union and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, 	creeds and religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony 	to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation.	

SLIDE 13
Division 3 	Reality 7:14-23 
SLIDE 14
Explain	Outside items don’t make us sinful
		Sin comes from what is inside
	READ 15 - key to the teaching
Illustrate	He was declaring that true obedience results from a love of God from the 	heart—not the outward acts of keeping the rules. 
	True holiness is internal. V 17
		Pursuit of Holiness “To live a holy life, then, is to live a life in 				conformity to the moral percepts of the Bible and in contrast to the 			sinful ways of the world. It is to live a life characterized by the 				“[putting] off of your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 			desires…[putting] on the new self, created to be like God in true 				righteousness and holiness.” Eph 4:22-24
	So our traditions, biases, nor our pride can come before God’s Word
		
SLIDE 15
Argue	Jesus was frustrated with His disciples (v 18)
		They are no different than the others
		CR 8:17 – same phrase after feeding 4K
	This idea was ingrained into the people
		John 9 “Who sinned...” came after this event
		Peter in Acts 9 with cloth and food
	
	V  21-23 - List of 12 sins 
		The types of things that a corrupt heart displays
	All have sinned
		READ ALL
		Jer 17:9
		Eccl 7:20
		Rom 3:9
SLIDE 16
Conclusion
Review	Jesus challenged 2 different types of spirituality: traditionalism and 	legalism.
	Traditionalism: The Pharisees had their own set of codes for conduct and 	belief, but they managed only to weigh people down.
		Over the years, spiritual ceremonies have become more important than 			what they facilitate. P 98

	Legalism: Strict conformity to a religious or moral code.

	Jesus encountered repeatedly those who “lived by the law” and used the		law to	condemn others, yet who never saw the spirit behind the law.

Visualize	Emphasize the spirit of the law 
	All types of people are welcome
		We forgive like Jesus forgives 
							
			Will this activity bring people to a closer relationship with God?

As we continue to transition and grow together, don’t change everything but ask and examine in the coming church year

If we have not experienced God’s forgiveness, we cannot forgive others. We cannot truly show grace and mercy to people who have upset us for whatever reason.

Allow God to change you from the inside. To remove the internal sins. 
Then you will be able to extend that forgiveness to others
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