What God  is doing
PRAY - READ
Jesus Brings Everything into Focus
Mark 8:1-26

	Attention	Connecting two cans with a string. I know how that 				works
			Next year is the telephone’s 150th year (1876)
				I don’t understand the mobile phone
	Interest	We can learn – and should keep learning
	Need	John 3:10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you 				the teacher of Israel and do not understand these		 			things? (Nicodemus)
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	Textual Idea	Big picture of the chapter
					Examples of being confused
					One example of clear focus
	Sermon Idea	Topical based on the first four stories in ch 8
	Interrogative	Let us learn together. The more we understand, the 				more we will love God and understand His love for us.				The more peace we will have. The more confidence we 				will have for daily decisions.

	Transition w/ Key Word  - Out of focus to in focus
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	Division 1	Confusion over Jesus’ compassion V 1-10
		Background 	Feeding 4K (different than 5K – Mk 6:33)
				Non-Jewish area
		Issue	Disciples were ok with feeding “their” people, but never 				thought He would do the same for Gentiles
					Jesus’ compassion is all-encompassing  	
		Major Point	W/ God, we are not helpless
				We can step out and do big things
		Illustrate	George Müller – faith in orphanages p. 53
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		Apply	 Jesus used a MAWL method

Transition 	The disciples are not clear yet, but they are watching 				the Master at work
			Next, they traveled to Dalmanutha v. 10 
				In northern Galilee, it is a Jewish area
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Division 2   	Confusion over Jesus’ authority V 11-13
	Background	Paul wanted a sign from heaven (it was a trap)
				They did not accept what He already did, and would 					not accept another one either
				1 Cor 1:22-24 (READ)
					Jewish people gave authority to people with power 						or did signs
					Greeks wanted knowledge 
						Both are based on their own standards
	Major Point	He will not show, because they would not believe
					Similar to Satan’s temptations	
	Apply   	Faith can grow, and so can unbelief
	Example	Negative - ATM guard
			Positive – Your growth

Transition	The Pharisees are not clear. They have and will harden 				their heart
			Next He goes to the other side of the lake – a Gentile 				area
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Division 3	Confusion over Jesus’ teaching V 14-21
	Background	Ties back to 6:7 and feeling big
			Physically not enough bread in the boat
	Major Point	Leaven is always a negative thing
			Jesus definitely warns the disciples against “the leaven 				of Herod” (bad politics) and the leaven of the Pharisees 				and Sadducees (bad theology and also bad politics).
			These groups join forces against Jesus	
			Jesus asks 10 questions in this section	
	Illustrate	Remove leaven at Passover
	Apply	(for them) Your eyes, ears, and memory are not working 
			V 18	is a quote from Jer 5:21 and Eze 12:2
			(for us) The questions reveal Jesus' disappointment 				with the intellectual dullness of his pupils.

			Jesus is the answer – yet we look for an additive
				The world sees it and ignores

Transition	The disciples were unclear because of their sin
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Division 4	The Confusion gets cleared up V 22-26 
	Background	North of the Sea of Galilee
			This group knew Jesus could heal
	Explain	Three-part healing
				Lead him outside, touched, spat (CR 7:33)
			Only recorded time of progressive healing
			He must have seen in his childhood
	Major Point	He saw partially and then saw clearly
			Like all these other stories
				Jesus’ teachings are becoming clearer
	Apply	READ James 1:23-25
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Conclusion
	Review
		Confusion over compassion, 
		authority, 
		teaching,
		and confusion being made clear

	Human insight cannot comprehend spiritual truth
		1 Corinthians 2:14 
		But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of 			God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand 			them, because they are spiritually appraised. 
	Insight through meditation on God’s word 
		Psalm 119:98–100 
		Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies, For they 			are ever mine. 99 I have more insight than all my teachers, For 			Your testimonies are my meditation. 100 I understand more 			than the aged, Because I have observed Your precepts. 
	Apply
		Don’t be satisfied with not learning and understanding
			You don’t have to become an expert in the phone
		You do need to be an expert in faith and obedience
		2 Tim 2:15
		Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman 			who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word 			of truth.
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Lord’s Supper  - 1 Cor 5:6-8
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