PRAY
A Selected Church
1 Thessalonians 2:1-6
SLIDE 2
	Attention	Past sermon titles:
		1) A Model Church
	2) A Multiplying Church
	3) A Selected Church
	4) A Nurtured Church (next week)
	Interest	
When our brave King Richard I (England - 1190s) was shut up in prison, far away in Germany, you know how he was found out by Blondel, a troubadour? The king and the minstrel had composed a song between them. First the minstrel sang one verse, and then the king sang one, and no other man in the whole world ever knew what the verses were except the king and the minstrel.
	So the minstrel wandered through many realms and sang the first verse of his song. He sang it at all kinds of castle gates and dungeon doors, but there came no response, for the king was not inside. But at last, as providence would have it, he sang it in the right place, and faintly from inside he heard from the deep dungeon the voice that knew, and could sing, the second verse. And as he sang the third, and the fourth came through the iron bars, he knew that the king was there, for the verses could have been sung by none other than he.
	I am sometimes occupied in preaching the gospel, and I preach it to thousands who give no response. There is no evidence of the Lord’s having chosen them. But another time, there is a heart that says, “Your face, O Lord, I do seek.” Then I have found out the Lord’s chosen ones, the hidden ones and discovered as many as were ordained to eternal life. For their believing is the response to God’s gospel, and the evidence of their being the favorites of heaven. They, and they alone, believe in this way. As for those who do not believe, they perish in their sins. “But as many as received him—to those who believe in his name—he gave to them authority to become children of God” (John 1:12)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Charles Spurgeon, 300 Sermon Illustrations from Charles Spurgeon, ed. Elliot Ritzema and Lynnea Smoyer (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2017).] 


		Last week’s message: Paul and his team did not arrive by accident
			V 1 – I have not come in vain
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	Need	God has made us a steward of…
			David says all comes from God – 1 Chron 29:14
			Much given = much required – Lk 12:48
			Serve each other – 1 Pt 4:10-11 READ
C	Textual Idea	(V 1-2) The team brings the good news (V 3-6) with pure motives. Next 			week we will see them come in a caring way – V 7-12 
		There were religious salesmen (hucksters) working in just the opposite way 
	Sermon Idea	Our church is resolved to center God’s message on these three elements.
	 	
		That is: We present the gospel w/o reservation, we work with the purest 			motives, and we show God’s love through our care for believers and 			unbelievers alike.
	Interrogative
	Transition w/ Key Word – 	We have been selected by God to receive and share the good 			news. That is what happened to Paul and to us.
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	Division 1   	A Selected Church Receives the Good News V 1-2
		Explain 	God was at work – before, during, and after this visit			
C			We assume Paul was always bold and that we could never do the same
					READ 1 Cor 2:3 – weak in knees
					Eph 6:19-20 – Pray that I will be bold
C		Illustrate  	Brief story of Philippi (Acts 16)
				Story of Sveta – with picture
		Argue  	They were opposed in Philippi and in Thessalonica
		Apply   	The gospel is an offense
	C		READ 2 Tim 3:12 – All living for God will suffer persecution
			READ Matt 10:21-22 – You will be hated for My name's sake
			Pray for and then move forward in boldness 
				Do not wait for a light from heaven
			Ex: Praying for a job but then not looking for or taking one
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			Joke about a man on a roof in a flood (warning, boat, helicopter)

	Transition	God has selected us to represent Him in the world
					Mt 5:14 – we are a light on a hill
					READ 1 Pt 2:9 – we are a chosen people…
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	Division 2   The Good News is Delivered with Pure Intentions V 3-6
		Explain	They did not act like the religious hucksters of the day
	C		V 3 Not by error – They were tested and approved by God (v 4)
				Not by impurity – Not adding or taking away (“only good will happen 			to you”)
				Not by deceit – Telling the truth requires less to remember
			They were responsible before God
			They took it very seriously
		Illustrate  	We must be able to discern
				To know what to believe
				To know what people and how people receive the good news
C		Argue  	They did not use fake flattery (V 5)
				READ Prov 26:28, and 29:5
	C		They were not greedy (V 6)
				even though they have rank & could have demanded it
			Paul was an Apostle – his team were apostles (sent ones)
			Not Self-Centered
				V 6 – Glory from man usually comes by only saying what people want 	to hear – regardless of the truth
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	C	Apply   	Like Paul’s team, we are representatives of a pure and holy God
				Acting in a contrary manner is deplorable
	C			An offense to the God we claim to represent
				A disservice to the ones we want to reach
Conclusion
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	Reiteration	The Thessalonians had a good start, just like this church did.
				They were selected by God and received the good news w/ 					pure intentions.
	Visualization 	Using this passage as a guide, we represent the King of kings and 				Lord of lords as accurately as we can.
			“Are you family”
C 	Appeal	We show His love and humility.
			We show His hospitality.
			We show His commitment to the truth.
LORD’S SUPPER
	Luke 24:25-35 – 
	Mt 26:26-30 Bread then Juice
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