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PRAY
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Time, Talent, Money
Treasure Principle
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Review
		Everything comes from God and should be returned to Him
		Malachi 3:8-12 – Do we rob God?
			We were going to test God by giving back to Him
Attention
	Who grew up with a weekly family meal?
	What about your holiday meals now? How are they different?
			POINT: Things change in time, but God does not. 
			
Interest
	Eccl. 5:10-11
	 He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he 	who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity. When 	good things increase, those who consume them increase. So 	what is the advantage to their owners except to look on?

		POINT: Family dynamics and members change over time
				Christmas gifts do not last forever
		POINT: God will bless those who obey and serve Him
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Our Long-Term Target
	Matthew 13:44
	The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, 	which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes 	and sells all that he has and buys that field.

	His treasure is worth far more than he will give up

	Find the treasure – cut off limbs and pluck out eyes if necessary
	Dave Ramsey, “Put the dog on Craigslist and the cat on eBay.”
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Six Principles for Stewarding God’s Treasure 
1. God owns everything; I’m His manager
	God questions Job
		Job 38:4-7, 22-24, 39:26-27
	Job responds
		Job 40:4
	God continues
		
	Matt 25:14-30 – The Master leaves three servants in charge of 	money (5, 2, 1)
		Talent = a lot of money
	First two are praised, but the last one is not (READ 24-30)

	APPLICATION
		Care for all people, the environment, the church, 				spiritual and physical things
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2. My heart always goes where I put God’s money
Money leads, and our heart follows

Example: Heb 11:24-26 – Moses in Egypt
Phil 2:5-8 – Jesus could have won an election 

Poor Options: Sports, kids’ activities, winning the lottery, drugs, TV shows
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3. Heaven is my home, not the earth
	2 Cor 5:1-2 
	For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is 	torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made 	with hands, eternal in the heavens. For indeed in this house 	we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven
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	Picture from Dalat about the family
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4. I should live today not for the line, but for the dot
1 Peter 1:3-5 – Salvation is promised! PRAISE GOD!
SLIDE 23
Viola Fletcher died at 111 years old. She survived the Tulsa race massacre (Summer 1921)
86% of the 1900s
25% of the 2000s
5.5% since year 0
0.0 % of eternity
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5. Giving is the only antidote to materialism
	I wanted 30-40 items in the Sears catalogue
	Most popular Christmas gifts for 2025
		Digital Meat Thermometer
		Labubu
	Eccl 5:10-15 – Money does not satisfy	

	The act of giving time, talent, and money shows life is not 	about us; it is about God

	Phil 3:12-14
	Not that I have already obtained it or have already become 	perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which 	also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not 	regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: 	forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies 	ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward 	call of God in Christ Jesus.

	Where is the line between needs and excesses?
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6. God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my standard of giving
	
	Giving is a skill
		It is learned, taught, and exercised
		Ex: sports, music, driving, reading, 
		Typing class 
		Leave your children w/ spiritual assets (an example of 			giving/helping/loving)
			The $ you leave is nice and helpful, but only for this 			world
	Tithing is a floor to giving, not a ceiling
		
	Lk 12:16-21 (20-21)
	And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man		was very productive…. But God said to him, ‘You fool! This 		very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own 	what you have prepared?’ So is the man who stores up			treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
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Appeal
1. Tell your story of giving, and God’s provision
	Model it to your children 
2. 	Be accountable and inspired by coaches
3.	Give to the church
		Through tithes
4.	Give to causes in the US and internationally
		Lottie Moon
		Cooperative Program

	"My greatest fear in life is standing before the Lord and hearing Him say, ‘I had so 	much more for you, but you held on too tightly.’" ~ Larry Burkett	
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