HEAD – HANDS - HEART

PRAY
Spiritual Warfare in Today’s World
Job 1:6 & 41
Be Aware
SLIDE 2
Spungetta and Floradora are finishing a conversation in the local supermarket parking lot. As Spungetta is walking toward her car she hears an all too familiar voice whisper:

Tell Floradora you are sorry for the cruel remarks you made about her and confess your sin to God.

The problem is that Spungetta cannot honestly remember making any cruel remarks to her best friend. Not wanting to be disobedient to the conviction she assumes is from the Holy Spirit though, she decides she had better obey and pray anyway just to be sure she is covering her spiritual bases.

God, forgive me for whatever it was I said that was wrong. I’m sorry about that and will call Floradora when I get home to get it right with her. Amen.

After whispering a quick prayer asking for forgiveness for her apparent sin and promising God she will clear up the issue with Floradora as soon as possible, she continues her walk to her car. But before she can reach it, another distinct thought, voice, impression or idea quickly filters through her mind:

LIFE BY RITUALS
That prayer was trite and lacked conviction. You didn’t begin by saying “Our Father” and didn’t end “in Jesus’ Name.” Pray again and this time with sincerity and feeling.

Spungetta thinks, I guess I did pray pretty fast and flippantly. I’d better pray again, only this time with more sincerity, remembering to begin “Dear Father” and closing “in Jesus’ Name.” After a second prayer, which she assumes will close the conscience, she has the distinct thought:

LIFE BY MY WISH LIST ??
Don’t you believe God answered your prayer the first time you prayed? Why did you pray a second time about the same issue unless you don’t really believe God answers your prayers? Does God care about your words or the attitude of your heart? Confess your lack of faith and the sin of double-mindedness to God.

Frustrated but obedient, Spungetta asks God to forgive her for her doubt and the lack of faith she demonstrated by praying a second time for something He answered the first time, even though she still isn’t sure exactly what her sin was in the first place.

Then, before she can get her keys into the car door to unlock it she hears:

	LIFE THROUGH A TREADMILL
You were supposed to share the faith with the two ladies parked next to you. But while you were praying insincerely and demonstrating a lack of faith, those two women who just drove off are headed to a Christless eternity, and their blood is on your hands. How many people are going to hell because of your lack of faith? A real Christian would know that God always answers prayers the first time. Now you’ve failed a perfect witnessing opportunity, and you still don’t think you’ve done anything wrong? Tell God how sorry you are for being such a faithless ambassador and jeopardizing the eternal salvation of those He loves enough to die for.

With feelings of remorse, despair and growing frustration, Spungetta will ask God to forgive her for her failure to use the witnessing opportunities God set up for her because she was busy doubting Him and confessing and re-confessing sins that she felt guilty for but still couldn’t specifically identify. Does it usually end here? No. As she gets into her car and turns the ignition on she hears that same quiet voice she assumes is the Holy Spirit say to her:

	LIFE THROUGH A TREADMILL ??
Christian living is supposed to be a joy, but for you it’s always a job. Nothing comes easy for you like it does your friends. Since God is in control of everything, why doesn’t He help you? It’s because you don’t really belong to Him. True Christians walk in victory, but you are a failure. Other Christians don’t miss divine opportunities to witness because they are busy doubting God and re-confessing forgiven sins. Why don’t you give up? If you promise God you will pray more faithfully and memorize more Scripture, you will probably just break those promises too, so just do God a favor and die. You will still go to heaven, but think of all the people you will no longer confuse by your lack of faith and inconsistent lifestyle.

As ridiculous as it sounds, sitting outside of this conversation, many Christians live in this type of mental hell every single day. No matter how sincere they are and how hard they try to please God, it just seems like it is never enough. That accusing voice can always quote one more verse or come up with one more reason why you are a failure who will never find peace or a permanent place in God’s love.

Be Aware
	Textual Idea	Accusations begin in the mind and lead us away from God
	Sermon Idea	But we are not helpless, not now or in the future. 
		Today, we will start in the future and move to the present
READ JOB 40:15 to 41:11
	Interrogative		
	Transition w/ Key Word

SLIDE 3
	Division 1   	Christians Follow the True Dragon Slayer
	C	Explain 	Satan mentioned directly in 1:6 & 2:1, and in what I just read
	C		His influence shows up many times in the book
				Destruction and suffering
				Death, storms, theft
				Job’s wife
				False assumptions by the 3 friends
				False thoughts (statements) by Job
	C		Satan hates people
SLIDE 4
		Argue	B and L are like a physical hippo or lion and a sea monster/Alligator
C - C	Illustrate  	Show the picture from Africa
		Argue	B hides in the bushes and is the most dangerous
			L is like a dragon (v 15 Scales, v 18-20 Fire breath, most powerful on earth)
			Every culture has dragon stories
		Illustrate	God created angels and they bow down to Him
			Example in Mark 5 – The Demoniac
				No one could control him physically or otherwise
				A legion of demons is powerless before God			
		Apply	Where man is helpless against them, God plays with them
			He puts them on a leash and will ultimately destroy them
		C	Revelation 13:1-2 and 20:1-3 & 10 - READ
			Daniel 7:23-27 – Reference only 		
	Transition	Only God can defeat Satan 
					Why not now, because it is not the time yet
					God is bringing good out of evil
						The Cross is the ultimate example of this
SLIDE 5
	Division 2   	Christians Actively Wait on Their Redeemer (19:23-25)
		Explain	Satan hates people
C				He wants them to be weak and discouraged, silent about 					their faith, intimidated, full of unrepentant sin, unloving
C	He cheats, lies, and does not fight fair (hides in the weeds), 	spreads rumors, causes sickness, pain, and in-fighting	
		in hopes that they curse God and die
		Illustrate   	2 Corinthians 10:3-6 – READ
				Russians, liberals, other religions, and scary people are not 	the enemy
		Argue	Satan rules this earth – 1 John 5:19
			Example: Satan showed Jesus the kingdoms of the world
	C	 	His key activities are:
				Unforgiveness, Anger, Doubt, Pride, Difficult times
		SLIDE 6
	C	Our Response	Be a living sacrifice – Romans 12:1
	C		Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.– Matt 16:24
				Lift it high and publicly	
			Submit to God, Resist the devil, and he will flee  – James 4:7
		SLIDE 7
			HOW? 
		C		By Prayer, fasting, & praise
	Transition  
		Reiteration	Satan wreaks havoc on this world and on us, 
			BUT, God has overcome the world – John 16:33
		Appeal	1) Be aware of his activity
			2) Overcome sin w/ prayer, fasting, praise, & rest
			3) Pray for yourself and for other believers
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