PRAY
READ
A Church that Unites around the Word of God
1 Thessalonians 2:13-16
SLIDE 2
	Attention	The reason the early church was successful
	Interest	They won the Roman Empire 
		Via Christian living (medical care, faithfulness during 				persecution and witnessing)
			Constantine – 306-330 AD
		
	Need	The Word of God changes people
	Textual Idea	The people accepted the word of God, and that made them 			brothers in Christ and empowered them to endure all sorts 			of persecution 
	SLIDE 3
	Sermon Idea	If the watching world observes the love of God holding 				believers together, they are confronted with the glory of God in 			His people. 
		Cross-Cultural Conflict – Duane Elmer

	Interrogative
	Transition w/ Key Word
SLIDE 4
	Division 1   	The Power of the Word of God V 13
		Explain 	He thanks God for the people’s faith – see 1:2
			Constantly thank = w/o falling short			
C		Illustrate  	How to be a world class Christian “For without the Bible, we have not the gospel to take to the nations, no warrant to take it to them, no idea of how to set about the task, and no hope of any success. It is the Bible that gives us the mandate, the message, the model, and the power we need for world evangelization.
SLIDE 5	So let us seek to repossess it by diligent study and meditation. Let's heed its summons, grasp its message, follow its directions, and trust its power. Let's lift up our voices and make it known.”
SLIDE 6
C		Argument  	God calls us to Himself
				READ 2 Cor 2:14
		Illustrate	The robber does not seek the police, just like the natural man does not seek God
C			Word of God is working
				READ Heb 4:12
C			Peter’s confession
				READ Mt 16:16-17
		Apply   	Receive means they listened and applied = to take into oneself
			The Word of God works effectively in believers
			This verse sounds like 2 Tim 3:16
	Transition
SLIDE 7
	Division 2   	The Power of Unity V 14-16
C		Explanation  	Imitate = mimic (1:6)
		  	Mostly Gentile group is equal w/ the Christians in Judea
			 	Through Jesus, we are equal -READ Gal 3:27-28
	SLIDE 8
		Illustration	Kingdom circle picture - READ Matt 23:15 (Pharisees make people hypocrites)
	SLIDE 9
C		Argumentation  	V 14 literally is “an assembly of God in Judea that are in Christ.”
C		Explain 	catholic and Catholic – Ignatius of Antioch 110 AD
				catholic means universal or according to the whole
			CLARIFY who he is talking about
			Paul does not say the gentile church is God’s instrument to punish the Jewish people. 

	SLIDE 10	V 15 Paul is frustrated w/ the Jewish people
	C			They killed Jesus (“kill” means w/ violent intent)
				They killed the prophets
				They drove out Paul 
				They were actively stopping the gospel from being 			preached V 16 
				They were enemies of God 
	SLIDE 11
C				Via slander, disruption, threats, and persecution
		Application   	Result is persecution, which caused the church to grow
	Transition  	

Conclusion
	C	Reiteration	This group heard, received and obeyed the Word of God
			By doing that, they became like other Christians in the world
	C	Visualization 	GBC is united w/ other Christians in the same way
	Appeal	We are	Called by the Holy Spirit,
					Moved by obeying His Word, 
			When we do
					We will be united to each other & to God
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