PRAY
A Church Ready to Meet the Lord
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

	Interest	Funny Metaphors
			Sharp as a marble
			My life is a roller coaster: winding and tough to follow
			As open as a stone wall
			Life is like a box of chocolates
	SLIDE 2
	Textual Idea	Our passage has many contrasts 
C 		Day – Night
			Dark – Light = people scared of the dark (Ps 23), hides sin
			Awake – Sleep
			Peace – Destruction
			Sober – Drunk = drunk brought shame
			Come – (gone) 
		In the context of Jesus’ Return
	Sermon Idea	This passage gives us vital information about how to live in this 			world, while preparing for the next.	
		As a pastor, I must do my best to assist you on this journey 
	Interrogative	Will we increase our knowledge and obedience?
		Are we ready to meet the Lord? It is more than just getting into 			heaven.

	Transition w/ Key Word
SLIDE 3
	Review 	We read ch 4 and 5 as a reminder
				V 1-12 – Prepared Church
				V 13-18 – Hope-filled Church
					What will happen to believers who have already died
					The world will know when the end comes
SLIDE 4  -- Division titles
SLIDE 5
	Division 1   	Knowledge and Ignorance V 1-2
C 	Explain	“no need” Paul already taught them, plus they had ch. 4
			Times – Kronos – seasons or Era
			Epochs – Kiros – Exact moment
		Illustrate  	Victorian Era - 1820-1914 	Kronos – 1st word
			Queen Victoria reigned – 1837-1901	Krios – 2nd word
			In Matt 24 and Rev 6, we are told the era of Jesus’ return
				Wars, rumors of wars, earthquakes
C 		Mt 24:36, Mk 13:32; Acts 1:7 – we don’t know the Kiros 			
		Argue	Context is important – 
SLIDE 6
			Day of the Lord = Thief in the night for unbelievers
		Apply	“Day of the Lord” is not optional or avoidable
			Signs of the end
				10 active wars, 190 armed conflicts
				Earthquakes (2001 – Summer of the Shark) 2026 – Missing 	scientist)
				2 Tim. 4 – Tickled ears 
				Jude 18-19 READ – Mockers (evolution)
		
		??	The USA is not mentioned in the end times
				Bible history revolves around Israel
				What happens or will happen to this nation
			Example: England was everywhere, but not now				
			THE LONGER GOD WAITS, THE MORE IT SHOWS HIS PATIENCE

	Transition	The Day of the Lord will be judgment for unbelievers and rejoicing for 					believers.
				Are we ready to meet the Lord? – Not just go to heaven
SLIDE 7
	Division 2   	Expectancy and Surprise V 3-5
C 		Explain	People assume all is well. 
			Some believe that if we get rid of the Christians (or religion), all will be peaceful [Song – Imagine – No heaven, religion, countries, possessions]
		Illustrate  	Jeremiah heard the same thing & was imprisoned for speaking the truth
C 		Argue	Isa 13:6-13 and v 3 birth pains – it cannot be avoided
			People have and will bury their heads in the sand
				To boil a frog, turn up the heat slowly
			The god of this age has blinded people
				2 Cor 4:4, Eph 2:2, 2 Tim 2:26, 
			V 4-5 Believers are of the light and the day
				They are not surprised
				They are alert and ready to MEET GOD
		Apply	Jesus is the light of the world
			Humanity’s freedom has been secured!!
				Our response is to either turn to God or praise God
	Transition 		Are you ready to meet the Lord?

SLIDE 8
	Division 3  	Soberness and Drunkenness V 6-8
C 	Explain	Before, “sleep” was used for death; now it is for not understanding
			This happens to people spiritually, ethically & morally
C 	Illustrate  	1 Thes 4:3-7 – be sanctified 
				Life in conformity with the moral precepts of the Bible
			Our sins grieve the heart of God (avoiding eye contact w/…)
C 	Argue	Song of Songs 2:15 – Little foxes ruin vineyards
		Apply	Breastplate
				Faith guards within, keeping us in close relationship w/ Jesus
				Love guards our hearts in our outward behavior toward others
			Helmet
				Put scripture in your mind and heart
	Transition		When struggles come, verses come as well

	SLIDE 9
	Division 4	Salvation and Judgment V 9-11
		Explain	Believers are not condemned – Rms 8:1-2
			“wrath” could also be appoint us to the anger of God
		Illustrate  	Used by the pretribulation view to say we miss the tribulation
			John 6:40 READ – balance between two statements
		Argue	V 11 Encourage w/ “we will be with Him”
		Apply	Building up others is to invest in them
				To disciple them so they are spiritually stronger
SLIDE 10
Conclusion
Call to Action	
C (1) Cultivate perseverance: 
Practice spiritual disciplines—prayer, Scripture reading, fellowship—that strengthen you for trials (James 1:2–4).
C (2) Share the gospel with compassion: 
Use your expectation of Christ’s return as motivation to love and share, not as a reason for passivity.
C (3) Live holy and expectant: 
Let the certainty of Christ’s coming shape your daily choices—how you treat others, manage resources, and steward your time.
C (4) Prepare spiritually, not anxiously:
Preparation means faith-filled readiness—repentance, reconciliation, and service—rather than fear-based stockpiling.
Song – I know whom I have believed

But “I know Whom I have believed,
And am persuaded that He is able
To keep that which I’ve committed
Unto Him against that day.”

	Appeal
		Is your heart heavier or lighter when I say – 
			You will meet the Lord.
		Will God welcome you home, or will He send you into eternal darkness?
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