PRAY
What Comes After, “I Can’t Take Anymore?”
Job 19:7-29
READ
SLIDE 2
Intro		How much can a person handle?
		Show hand Picture
			The answer changes by person and generation
Attention	Job is at his absolute best and worst in this chapter
		
SLIDE 3
	Outline
		Job thinks God is against him
		Job feels his friends are against him
		Job knows that God will redeem him
			Truths about darkness
SLIDE 4
		Christian can be in darkness
			It can feel like an outward and inward darkness
			It can be for a long time
		Christian religion is based on real life 
C Interest	What are your expectations?
		Jesus had a bad life – and we are not better than Him
			John 13:16
			Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is			one who is sent greater than the one who sent him. 
			John 15:18
			If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it 				hated you.
Background	
	Bildad is brutal in chapter 18
		Overall: 
			God would not punish a good person
			The more punishment you receive = more sin you committed
			Showing no compassion or humility (Cr. 19:29)
		V 21 – Job, you don’t know God
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Job thinks God is against him	 V 7-12
	Explain	I get no answer from God v 7
			He does not guide me v 8
			He stripped my honor v 9
			I have been broken and uprooted v 10
			He made me His enemy v 11-12
	Argue	A dark place is where we learn about God’s grace
				Ps 88:18 - Darkness is a better friend than God
	Apply 	God knows how we speak when they are desperate
			God put these chapters in the Bible because He identifies with people			in trouble
SLIDE 6	
	C		I am your God, not because you put on a fake smile and tell people 			you’re fine.
	C		I am your God, not because you get everything correct.
	C		I am your God because of my grace.
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Job feels People are against him	 V 13-22
C	Explain	People have left or ignored me v 13-16
				I am alone
			I am loathsome to my wife and young children V 17-18
				Loathsome is highly offensive, arousing disgust
	Illustrate	His wife is not standing by him 
				Wedding vows are “in sickness or in health.
			Story of “Promise Kept”
C	Argue	Job was cancelled (and so was Jesus)
			Bone clings to skin, skin of teeth (metaphor) v 20
				But he used a potsherd – 2:8
	Apply	Satan isolates us from the help we need
C			Darkness is the best time to become a great person
				Job is saying bad things, but he says them to God
			1:6	Satan said Job was only in a transactional relationship - using 					God. This is true for us too often, but don’t stay in that place
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	* Christians can be in Darkness **
	* A Dark Place is Where We Learn About God’s Grace** 
	* Darkness is the Best Time to Become a Great Person **
	* In Darkness We Lose the Transactional Relationship, and decide to serve God*
				
Last sermon in this series will be about Job remaining w/ God and being blessed
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Job knows God will redeem him V 23-29
	Explain	He wants posterity for his words v 23-24
	Argue	My redeemer lives, I will see God after death v 25-26
			NOTE – even after his body had rotted in the grave, his Redeemer will 			stand on earth and, with a new body, Job will see him
			We can’t impose our understanding on Job; but he spoke of the				resurrection
	Illustrate	George Fredrick Handel’s Messiah 
				 down on his fortunes financially
				Given OT prophecies and asked to set them to music
				Aug 1741, in 24-days, a 260-page oratorio
				A musical miracle, 
				His servant came in
				The composer on his knees with tears “I think I did see all heaven 				open before me, and the great God himself seated on his throne 				with his company of angels.”
			Time out – me too – w/ that vision, I could handle anything
				He followed the Hallelujah chorus with this sweet little aria, “I 				Know That My Redeemer Liveth.” 
	Apply	One day, believers will see God face to face
			1 Cor 13:12
			For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in 			part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.
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Conclusion
	Reiterate
		Darkness is a reality of life – even the Christian life
	C	Darkness is not permanent
			God only gives us what we can handle (1 Cor 10:13)
			Job thinks this is permanent and absolute – judging everything based 			on the present
	C	Darkness is where we learn about God’s grace
			He knows how we speak in times of trouble
			He was there too
				On the cross, everyone left Him
	
		Appeal
		Jesus experienced darkness (all of it), [taking our sins] so that we can know 		that in our darkness, we know that Jesus is still there and our friend
	SLIDE 11
		Hebrews 12:2
			fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for 				the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 				has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
		
		Turn to Jesus
		Do not let go
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