The white witch bows before Aslan-Chronicles of Narnia

If you start with man and his rights and wants, rather than starting with the Creator and his rights and goals, the problems you see in the universe will be very different.
Is the basic riddle of the universe how to preserve man's rights and solve his problems (say, the right of self-determination, and the problem of suffering)? Or is the basic riddle of the universe how an infinitely worthy God in complete freedom can display the full range of his perfections – what Paul calls the "riches of his glory" (Romans 9:23) – his holiness and power and wisdom and justice and wrath and goodness and truth and grace?

That is why this truth about the purpose of Christ's death is scarcely known, let alone cherished, as part of everyday evangelical piety. Our Christian mindset is so skewed by natural and secular man-centeredness that we can barely comprehend or love the God-centeredness of the cross of Christ.

God put Christ forward (he sent him to die) in order to demonstrate his righteousness (or justice). The problem that needed solving was that God, for some reason, seemed to be unrighteous, and wanted to vindicate himself and clear his name. That is the basic issue. God's righteousness is at stake. 

Why did God face the problem of needing to give a public vindication of his righteousness? The answer is in the last phrase of Rms 3:25: "because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed."  Ps 103:10 God did not deal w/ sin according to our iniquities

How many wrestle with the apparent injustice that God is lenient with sinners? How many Christians wrestle with the fact that their own forgiveness is a threat to the righteousness of God?

All sin is a despising of God, before it is a damage to man. All sin is a preference for the fleeting pleasures of the world over the everlasting joy of God's fellowship

The passing over of sin communicates: God's glory and his righteous governance are of minor value, or no value.

he saw his worth belittled and his name dishonored by our sins – and rather than vindicating the worth of his glory by slaying his people, he vindicated his glory by slaying his Son.

The cross does not direct man's attention to his own vindicated worth, but to God's vindicated righteousness

Do you begin with God and his rights and goals? Or do you begin with yourself and your rights and wishes?

Sin is Anything we say, do, or think that is against the will of God.

Is God so good? Then I will not grieve Him. Is He so ready to forgive my transgressions? Then I will love Him and offend no more. Gratitude has bands that are stronger than iron, although softer than silk. Do not think that the Christian needs to be flogged to virtue by the whip of the law! Do not dream that we hate sin merely because of the hell that follows it! If there were no heaven for the righteous, the sons of God would follow after goodness because their regenerated spirit pants for it. And if there were no hell for the wicked, from the necessity of his newborn nature the true Christian would strive to escape from all iniquity. Loved by God, we feel we must love Him in return.

Yet at the same time the price offered was so precious, the blood was so infinite in value, that if every man that ever lived had to be redeemed, Christ could have done it. It is this that makes us bold to preach the gospel to every creature, since we know there is no limit in the value of the atonement, though still we know that the design of it is for the chosen people of God alone.

Inherited sin – sin passed down from our parents
Imputed sin – Sin of Adam – 1 Cor 15:22, Rms 5:12-18
Individual sin – 

Illustration
	There was a man who killed another man. As soon as the murdered man’s family found out about it, they came after him. Knowing they would come after him, this man fled to his brother’s home. His brother, who was a good man, quickly exchanged clothes with him and went out to greet the angry mob. Because they were brothers and he was wearing the murderer's clothing, the angry family mistook him for the murderer and exacted revenge on his blood.
	Once they discovered what had happened, they were greatly troubled and angered. So they took the real murderer before the judge. Upon presenting their story to the judge, the judge asked, “And what do you want from me?” They replied, “This man should be executed.” The judge responded, “Recompense has already been made (or: revenge has already been exacted) by the blood of his brother. His debt has been paid. This man is free and you have no right to take his life.”

Children get dirty – often – nightly bath


Lev 17:11 – life of flesh is in the blood

Insofar as we regard Rom 3:21-26 as the heart of Paul's gospel of salvation, then the "heart of the heart" of the story of the cross, according to Paul, is God's gracious redemption in Christ (v. 24). P 131 Atonement, Justice and Peace

Abraham and Isaac
	There are three participants in this story; The animal, The man, and Allah.
	a.	The animal represents innocence because it had done no wrong
	b.	Man, both Hazrat Ibrahim and the son represents the guilty sinner
		1.	They had committed sin in their life and deserved punishment for sin
		2.	Punishment for sin is separation from Allah, death
	c.	Allah represents a merciful judge

Cr 1 Pt 3:18   For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the [a]spirit;

PIPER 
A. Do not sin
B. Do not despair if you do
C. Do not hog Jesus for yourself only

Define sin  1a
	3:4
	Sin is lawlessness
	Refusing to submit to God’s word
	Insubordination against God
		Today we rationalize it and keep things in secret

Why is it so serious
	1) insults the suffering Christ 3:8
	Jesus’ death was to stop us from sin and we sin anyway
	2) Suggests we have the nature of Satan, not Jesus 3:8-9
		No perfectionism (last week’s sermon)
	3) Jeopardizes our assurance of salvation
		There is an entire study on assurance made for the sinning Christian
		This book should make you question if you really are a Christian
	4) There is a sin that can put you beyond the reach of hope
		5:16—17 – Read literal version
		Summary of the warnings of the book
	Option A is all who sin after salvation are doomed to damnation
		V 16-17 says no
	Option B is no matter what sin you keep doing after salvation has no effect on 	salvation
		There is a sin unto death, don’t pray for it
		There is sin and insubordination that puts us beyond hope.
			It goes beyond 1 Jn 1:9
			Playing w/ fire when we say we are safe
				Pray for God’s eyes regarding sin
		Praying once is not the end of the story
		 	Look at sin like Jesus does

B. Do not despair if you sin 1b
	Jesus is our advocate
		As quickly as we are called to be scared of sin
		He says there is an out

	Soft people don’t like 1:7 as much
		Because the cleansing is based on our walk, which leaves us in despair
	Strict people do not like 2:1 as much
 		Jesus is our advocate
		Because the gospel is given to license for sin

	Balance is key – Both And
	If we sin, there is an advocate – don’t sin
	There is a sin which is forgiven

	Propitiation = the removal of the wrath of God against sinners through the death of Jesus
	The world’s problem is the wrath of God against sin
	The best news is Jesus died to remove the wrath

	CR Jn 3:36 – wrath of God is like a weight on people who disobey
		God took the initiative to remove that wrath
	1 Jn 4:10 – Jesus sent to be a propitiation for our sins 
		Someone must be punished for sin
	Love and justice combine at the cross 
		This is why we need a Messiah
		And why the Messiah must be God Himself
		
	1 Jn 1:7 – “blood” = death of Jesus
		This is how God removed the wrath
		Cr Rom 3:25

	Advocate
		If Jesus removes God's wrath, why do we still need an advocate?
	Jesus is showing His death to the Father each time we sin – Reminding Him that the work is finished
	Jesus' death was once and done 

	Therefore, we do not need to despair
		It is not based on our perfection, but His death
	
	Tough and tender

Take our sin seriously
	Watch and pray that we do not fall into temptation 
		Living between hope and freedom
	If we despair, we cannot move forward

ten for rule-oriented people
		It softens the gospel & allows for sin that puts us against hope

C. Do not hog Jesus for yourself 2:b
	Jn 3:36 – unbelievers will get God’s wrath
	Jn 11:52 – Jesus died for people from every place
	Jn 10:15 – Jesus died for all who believe
		He died for many – not all

So go tell everyone
	Take your stand on Jesus’ work

V 1
Little children 7x in book 2:1, 12, 28. 3:7, 18, 4:4, 5:21 
	Jn 13:13
Satan is called the accuser – Rev 12:10
Advocate – Jn 14:16, 14:26, 15:26, 16:7 “Helper” Ie. Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is God’s Advocate on earth with men, while Christ is man’s Advocate with the Father (the idea, but not the word,
	This time it is Jesus – not a mistake
	Means helper, intercessor
Advocate gives us hope after we sin – w/o it, we have nothing to live for
	Like a lost person
	Solomon learned that all was vanity
Sin breaks our fellowship with the Father (1:6), the Advocate restores us

V 2 
Propitiation 2:2, 4:10
	A price must be paid to avoid divine punishment on sin
	This is how He can be consistent w/ His character (Rms 3:25) CR Mercy Seat (covering)

God’s justice demands satisfaction; God’s love provides that – Cr Jn 3:16
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