SLIDE 2
Elihu and the Justice of God
Job 32-37
Series Theme – Getting a more complete understanding of God
	Many subplots in this passage, but we will focus on the main theme.
	I will highlight some of the subplots while giving a brief review of ch 32-37
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Background
	Act 1 – Ch 1-2
		Satan accuses Job of a transactional relationship, and God allows the 			attack to take place
			Job is living out “who done it”
			We are living out “will he fold”
	Act 2 – Ch 3-31	
		Three friends’ comments and Job’s responses
			Suffering means that you sinned
			Job thinks that God is not fair to him
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	Act 3 – Ch 32-37
		Elihu speaks
	Act 4 – Ch 38-41
		God’s Response (next week)
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C Highlights of his speech – Apply it to your own life
	32:2-5	Elihu is Angry (frustrated)
				because Job spoke against God, 
				and the older men could not refute him
	1 Corinthians 2:11
	For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the 	man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except 	the Spirit of God.
	Proverbs 15:18
	A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, But the slow to anger calms a dispute.

		For Us:
			Take a breath (or two) before responding
			
C	32:4		Waited last to speak
		He was younger
			The strength of youth would be nice, but wisdom comes w/ years
		He took notes on what was already said
			33:9-10
			‘I am pure, without transgression; I am innocent and there is no guilt 			in me. ‘Behold, He invents pretexts against me; He counts me as 				His enemy.
			34:5–6
			“For Job has said, ‘I am righteous, But God has taken away my 				right; Should I lie concerning my right? My wound is incurable, 				though I am without transgression.’

		For Us:
			Listen to people’s words and their body language
				Violins on TV Vs. Violence on TV

C	32:9		He sounds arrogant
		33:32-33 (last verses in chapter)
		“Then if you have anything to say, answer me; Speak, for I desire to 			justify you. “If not, listen to me; Keep silent, and I will teach you 				wisdom.”
		32:8, 18; 33:4 – Says he has divine revelation as his source

		For Us:
			Insert humility with the truth we have to share

C	32:18	He is long-winded - “full of words.”
			CR 33:1, 31, 33, 34:2, 10, 16
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C	33:14-18 Job said God does not speak, but actually He does via nature, the 				Holy Spirit (19:25) and dreams
		Reason for dreams
			Salvation
			Turn a man from wrong 
				Saul on the way to Damascus
			Keep a person from pride
				Nebuchadnezzar
			Keep a person out of hell
				Cornelius in Acts 10
			Protect people from death
				Pharaoh of Egypt (Joseph)

		33:19-23	Sickness and punishment can prevent sin that leads to hell
		36:14-15	God sends suffering to make us better people (last week’s 					sermon – darkness is a place where we learn about God’s grace)
			
			For Us: When you hear someone’s dream, tie it back to a Bible story
				God always wants us to repent, believe, and obey
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C	36:2-4	He must defend God
		He says he has a mandate from God
		BUT
		He is wrong about God’s policy
			He is falling into the same faults he blames Job for – speaking 				for God
			Ex: Only talks about God’s justice, not his love and grace
			Ex: Cause and effect concept - 34:11, 36:11-12 
		He thinks he can or has worked out the equation of God
			“I know God, let me tell you about Him.”

		For Us:
			We do not know God, and our good works are like filthy rags (Isa 				64:6)
			BUT
			Sin boldly (Luther)
			“Fail trying”
	
C	36–37	God is Great
			He comments on the seasons and the weather to show how much 				greater God is than us

			Elihu says, If you cannot explain nature, which is governed by God, 				how	will you prepare a court case to defend yourself before God?	
C	34:5-33 	God is Just
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God is Just
C	34:5	Job claims innocence and that God took away his rights
		He does not say he is sinless even though Elihu hints at that in 35:6
C	V 10-12	God does not do wickedness
			God does not pervert justice
	V 17	Only the Just One will rule
C	V 19	He shows no partiality
				He made them all
				They exist based on His goodness
C	V 33	God will not change because we do not approve
			35:6-7 – We do not give or take anything from God – In sin or						righteousness
		For Us:
			He is not compelled to exchange our steak when it is undercooked
			He gives us the best for our long-term spiritual growth
Conclusion
	God does not change
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C		He is always love and grace and justice and a judge
		We are either one or the other
			Either you get a ticket or you go free

		He can do this because of the cross
C	Never Unjust
	To say God is unjust, that He does not give the right things at the right time in 		the right way
				is to say He does not deserve to be on His throne

	Job, Elihu, and we sin when we accuse God of being unjust

	We are in a play as well…
		What will we do with God?
			Ignore, avoid, curse, 
			Embrace, study, worship
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	The Message 37:23-24
               “Mighty God! Far beyond our reach!
                 Unsurpassable in power and justice!
                 It’s unthinkable that he’d treat anyone unfairly.
                 So bow to him in deep reverence, one and all!
                 If you’re wise, you’ll most certainly worship him.”
	
LORD’S SUPPER
Because of the cross, God can redeem sinners and still magnify His righteousness
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