Showing Hospitality in Wealth and in Poverty
Nehemiah 5
	Attention	
	Interest	Anna Delvey Sorokin –“I want it all and have you pay for it.” – 2013-2017
	Need	
	Textual Idea	Jewish people were taking advantage of their poorer brothers, and N had to deal with it
	Sermon Idea	God calls us to treat everyone with hospitality
	Interrogative	Are we known for hospitality and generosity?
	Transition w/ Key Word
SLIDE 2a
Review
Review - Ch 1-3
	N gets approval to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls
	He goes out at night to assess the situation, and then leads a pep rally to get people working
	Everyone doing the work was acknowledged (Ch 3)
		This gave them honor, and their descendants could be proud of them
	Ch 3 – 8 principles 
Ch 4
	Discouraging Words 1-3
	Questionable prayer and God’s answer 4-6
	Opposition gets very intense 7-12
	Press forward with a modified plan 13-23
SLIDE 2b
Ch 5	
	People complain, Exploitation, N. lives by example

SLIDE 3 – TITLE AGAIN
READ and PRAY
SLIDE 4a 
	Division 1   	The Exploited Cry Out – V 1-5
		Explanation 	Life had not been easy for many of the people -- no hospitality was being shown
				They were kept down by their neighbors
				N. encouraged them to focus on a wall and not their farm or work
		Illustration  	The wall started around 1 Aug and ended on 23 Sept.
				Sept, Oct, and Nov are the grape, fruit, and olive harvest times
		Argumentation  	Rich came from previous exiles, the rich who came back, or descendants of people who were left there
				People had problems:
[bookmark: _Hlk198921310]SLIDE 4b
					Price of staples is too high
					No grain
						Famine V 3 = crop failure
					Borrow money to pay taxes V 4
					Cannot afford their children V 5 (PICTURE)
SLIDE 4c
		Application   	“We are helpless” V 5
			We need you to be our patron (hospitality)
SLIDE 4d
Points of application
			People are hurting today
				We can listen, 
				Get involved with their lives
					Give our time, talent, and money to help
				Offer Jesus!
					Our healer, provider, comforter, merciful, sustainer, restorer
	SLIDE 5
	Division 2   	The Exploiters are Rebuked – V 6-13
SLIDE 5b
		Explanation  	N. gets angry but not violent V 6
				Adding a moment’s thought makes a big difference
		I assume he did not know this was happening
	N. acts quickly and does it via a group V 7
		Most effective for those people	
	Illustration	For positive or negative reasons, people could be purchased V 8
SLIDE 5c
		Oskar Schindler, a German industrialist - Schindler’s List
		Argumentation  	“Fear of God because of the reproach of the enemy nations” V 9
				We represent God – people are watching, and if they do not see a difference, they 	will ignore us
	SLIDE 5d
		   	Lend w/o interest V 10 (READ - Ex 22:25 (on screen), Deut 23:19:20)
			Return what you have taken (items listed) V 11
			They obey !??! V 12
			Shaking our garments is cultural V 13
					People tied things into their garments when there were no pockets, or for extra 						security.  
					Sewing machine 1790
					Debbie w/ Orna
	SLIDE 6
		Application	God calls us to grow and obey
	SLIDE 6a		If we have Bible knowledge/o obedience  - READ James 1:22-25 & 2:19
	SLIDE 6b	 	If we have work without knowledge, we make up our own ways – READ Romans 10:1-3
	SLIDE 6c	If we have faith w/o works – READ James 2:14-17
			1 Cor 8:1 – K. makes us arrogant
SLIDE 7
	Division 3  	Nehemiah Leads by Example  Hospitality – V 14-19
		Explanation   	N was governor for 12 years (Cr 2:6) – V 14
SLIDE 7a
		He was allotted food, but did not take it (patron system)
	Past people took extra from the king -  V 15
		This happened often overseas – only promise what you would give
	 	Illustration	Taking or beating the person below you
				“I am more important than you.”
SLIDE 7b
			Which is the opposite of hospitality (Showing honor)
SLIDE 7c
		Argumentation  	“Fear of God” keeps N righteous – V 15
SLIDE 8		
			READ Heb 12:28-29 (on screen)
			Luke 12:4-5 
				“I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that 	have no more that they can do. 5 But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One 	who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!
		 	N showed his hospitality by sharing food from his personal resources
		Application	Interesting
					Remember me – CR Nehemiah 6:14 (2x), 13:14, 22, 29, 31
Conclusion
SLIDE 9
	Reiteration	The Exploited Cry Out – V 1-5
	The Exploiters are Rebuked – V 6-13
	Nehemiah Led by Example – V 14-19
SLIDE 10	
Visualization 	A frequent but mistaken assumption is the notion that ownership of resources 				automatically entitles a person or group to have sole power over managing their 				resources. 
		While we preach that God owns all things, and we are only His stewards, we tend to 			operate as though we were actually co-owners with God. P 159
	
	Appeal	God gave us time, talent, and money to be shared with others. 
			God gave us our faith for the same reason
				You have to have faith to share it with others
				Let’s go out and share our faith together
PRAY
Benediction 	1 Pt 4:10-11
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