PRAY
SLIDE 1	7 Commands Series
SLIDE 2
The Sweet, Sweet Love of God
1 John 4:7-21
SLIDE 3
Attention	What the world needs now…Burt Bacharach  ♫
	Can’t buy me love - Beetles
	Looking for love in all the wrong places – Johnny Lee
	Endless love – Diana Ross and Lionel Richie #1
	How deep is your love – Bee Gees

Interest	Regardless of what you have come to believe about God based on your life experience, the truth is that when God thinks of you, love swells in His heart and a smile comes to His face. God bursts with love for humans. He is far from being emotionally uninvolved with His creation…The Christian God chooses to be known as Love, and that love pervades every aspect of God’s relationship with us

Need 	Do we feel this love? Or do we degrade ourselves in public 	and private?
Textual Idea	God’s love surrounds us like the water surrounds a fish. 
Sermon Idea	Obeying Jesus’ command of loving God includes loving 	others and ourselves.
Interrogative	
Transition w/keyword

SLIDE 4	Outline

SLIDE 5
Division 1	Knowing God Through Love - 4:7-11 
	Explain	The word “love” is 27x in this passage
			It is self-giving, expecting nothing in return
	Illustrate	I “love” Fruity Pebbles because of the taste
			If it tasted like brussel sprouts, I would not love it anymore
		Telling the church to love each other
			Why? 
				It proves we are born of God
				It proves we know God
		Opposite is:
				If we don’t love, we don’t know God (8)
	Illustrate	God is love (8 & 16)
		Trinity – An object, a giver, and a receiver
	Argue	Love is God’s being, His essence, His nature
		He showed His love by:
		Sending only begotten (unique, one and only) Son (9)
		Be AMAZED, God loves us (10) 
			No doubt we would love God
		Jesus is the propitiation (sacrifice) of our sins (10)
			The means of forgiveness, an atoning sacrifice
SLIDE 6
	Apply	Brothers, since God loved us, we should love each other (V 11)
			Are we obedient to this command?
SLIDE 7
Division 2	Seeing God Through Love - 4:12-16 
	Explain	If we love others (12)
			1) Then God lives in us
			2) His love becomes perfect in us
				Fully accomplished, made complete
	Illustrate	He gives us the Holy Spirit (13)
			The Holy Spirit comes alongside us, transforming the person we are into the person God created us to be. He does not destroy the freedom of our spirits but restores it by making us truly free in God.
		The Holy Spirit
			1 Convicts us of sin
			2 Confirms salvation for believers
			3 Gives understanding of the gospel and the Bible
			4 Guides us in making life choices
			5 Gives Spiritual gifts
SLIDE 8
	Argue	Confession Jesus is the Son of God (15)
			God is in him
			He is in God
	Apply	If you abide in love (16)
			You abide in God
			God abides in you
				Abiding in God is the test of true Christianity. 
				Jesus died on the cross for our sins so that
					We see and experience God’s character of love
					We can show true love to all others
SLIDE 9
Division 3	Experiencing God Through Love - 4:17-19 
	Explain	Perfect (complete/Full) love is fearless (17)
			It is phobia-proof
		It gives us confidence on judgment day (17)
		It inspires us to boldness
	Illustrate	Ripe fruit (Pineapple)
			What is your favorite
				Full of sweetness
				Full of Juice
				Energy-giving
SLIDE 10
	Argue	Perfect (complete) Love removes fear (18)
		Reason
			Fear includes punishment
			Animistic people live with an all-pervasive fear of ancestors, 				spirits, magic, and witchcraft. 
			People in the US have just as many fears, just different ones
				Laws, rules, and other people’s looks 
			A Christian who lacks confidence in God will also lack 					confidence in God’s people. Part of the torment that fear 					generates is the constant worry, “How much do others really 				know about me?”
		Fear stops us in our tracks
			Often, it limits the work of God
		The Christian message "perfect love drives out fear”
SLIDE 11
	Apply	Our fear is in reverence and respect for God
		Phil 2:12
		So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my 			presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your 			salvation with fear and trembling;
		Matt 10:28
		And do not be afraid of those who kill the body but are unable to kill 		the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and 			body in hell.

SLIDE 12
Division 4	Obeying God Through Love - 4:20-21
	Explain	Loving Others is proof that we love God 
			The opposite makes us a liar
		Cr Mark 12:29-31 (3 weeks ago)
	Illustrate	Coat hooks in the lobby or hangers in the closet
			W/o them, there is a messy pile
	Illustrate	Good Samaritan – Luke 10:30-37
			The most hated enemy was the hero
	Apply	Love all w/ action
			Even our most hated enemy
		Invite a Palestinian to dinner
		Send a care package to a Russian soldier’s family
		Meet your political opposite at a coffee shop
 SLIDE 13
Conclusion
	Repeat	God loved us before we were born
		Job 10:10-12
			‘Did You not pour me out like milk And curdle me like cheese;				Clothe me with skin and flesh, And knit me together with bones 				and sinews? ‘You have granted me life and lovingkindness; And 				Your care has preserved my spirit.
	Illustrate	John 15:12-13
			This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I 				have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that one lay 				down his life for his friends. 
	Response	Live in Awe of God
		Love Him with heart, mind, body, and soul
		Love others and ourselves based on His love for us
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