PRAY
Satan’s subtle and not-so-subtle attack on God’s Word
Mark 12:13-34
READ
Attention	This is a story writer’s book and chapter
SLIDE 2
Interest	Couplets – show paper
Text Idea	Theme: Satan’s subtle and not-so-subtle attack on God’s Word
	The Bible is true – 
SLIDE 3
	Hebrews 1:1-2 READ
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.	
SLIDE 4
	Defined:	
	The Word of God is
	1) God’s self-expression, which, according to Scripture, takes a variety of forms. 
	2) It is the power of God by which He effects and controls all things according to His will., 
	3)	Is the authoritative speech of God by which He communicates with His personal creatures. 
BF&M 2000
The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation. 
	Note:
	The Bible does not become the Word of God. The Scripture is 	the living Word of God, whether people recognize it as such or 	not
Sermon Idea:	Satan attacks this book and the Person of this book, and we are			attacked in that process
		Halloween is a not-so-subtle activity of Satan
SLIDE 5
Division 1	Round 1 - V 13 - 17
Explain	Pharisees – Separatist and accurate on small matters regarding the law 
	Herodians – A Political party that held allegiance to Rome
	Entrapment plan
		The question might have come from a committee
	The Poll Tax is a common tax set by local kings
	This tax started in 6 AD after Israel’s king was deposed
		What are the implications of both answers?
		If you say Do not pay it, you get reported to Rome as a traitor
		If you say Pay it, the crowd might fight against Him	
Illustrate	Have you stopped stealing tools from Home Depot? Y or N only
	They think it is either/or Ceaser or Israel
SLIDE 6
Argue	Romans 13:1-7 said paying it is to honor the authority that God had 		put in place 
	READ 13:1
	Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. 	For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are 	established by God.
	Jesus sees through them
	They tested Him like Satan did (but not using scripture)
		CR Mt 4:7 is quoting Deut 6:16 – “Do not test God.”
	Jesus answers with a question
Apply	Outward – coin belongs to Ceaser
	Inward – heart belongs to God
	Satan tries to put us in impossible situations
		If you give to God, he makes you feel arrogant
		If you don’t give, he makes you feel guilty
		“Jesus, you are not effective, so just give up.”
		“If you can’t beat them, join them.”

SLIDE 7	
Division 2	Round 2 – V 18 -27
Explain	Sadducees – One of the three main schools for Jewish people. 
	Strict with the law of Moses, and do not believe in the resurrection or in		spirits
	Sadducees asked a question that was against their beliefs
	They assumed Jesus believed the same as the local Pharisees
		I.e. Defects in one’s physical body and various earthly				relationships would be carried over into future life.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Rodney L. Cooper, Mark, vol. 2, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 203.] 

Illustrate	People impose their beliefs on us or about us
		Johnny in New York
Argue	They used scripture, but in the wrong way
	Just like Satan did
		They quote Deut 25:5
		Keeps the family name (line) going
	It could have been a true story, but probably not
	Try to put Jesus in an impossible situation
	Jesus answers in question form
		Understanding Scriptures was their claim to fame
	In heaven, Jesus is the groom, the church is the bride
		Insight into heaven
The Bible has some things to say about heaven, but not a ton. (1) we will have glorified bodies, (2) we will enjoy God, and (3) we will worship and serve him forever. Whatever earthly relationships we enjoy now will be transformed. We will continue to enjoy these relationships in heaven; we do not know the exact nature of these relationships.  
SLIDE 8
Apply	As believers, we must seek to understand the full meaning of His Word
		Satan attacks it through misinformed teachers and inaccurate 			arguments
	(V 26) Jesus refers to the burning bush – Ex 3
		I AM not I WAS
	Jesus taught that the resurrection would happen
		If He does not rise, we do not rise & our faith is in vain
		1 Cor 15:12-19
		He tells them how wrong they are
	Outward – They appear to be pious.
        	Inward – Their heart is closed to God.

SLIDE 9
Division 3	Round 3 – V 28-34
Explain	Scribes – could read and write, which meant they had more power than 	others
	They were influential interpreters of Torah, who preserved and 	interpreted the Law in order to maintain its centrality in Judaism[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Kim Paffenroth, “Scribes,” in Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible, ed. David Noel Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000), 1173.] 

	What is the greatest commandment? (28)
		Could be his own, or was ignored by the committees
		Probably not part of the other groups
	Jesus does not answer with a question
	Quotes from Deut 6:4-5
	Offers a 2nd command without being asked 
		Quote from Lev 19:18
	Summarizes the 10 commandments in these two statements
Illustrate	"Loving God and neighbor are like two pylons on which the OT was 	suspended (Matt 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34). Justification as the Starting Point 	of Doing Theology? By David Scaer
Argue	The Scribe emphasizes there is one God
		Quotes Deut 4:35
	The Scribe says obedience over sacrifice 
		He knew there was a difference between the letter and the spirit 			of the law
SLIDE 10
	Jesus says the man is close to the Kingdom (34)
	This is the opposite of V 27
Apply	Outward – Observant
	Inward – Give your heart to obey God
	This answer shuts them down
		Spiritual warfare is happening
	Satan does not want him or us around the Word of God
		I assume they took this man back, or kicked him out
	Practically, what distractions are in your life?
		What keeps you from hearing and believing in the gospel?

SLIDE 11		
Reiterate	Three intense rounds – Jesus shows His authority by knowing and using 	Scripture.
	He knows where the battle is, and how to respond
Appeal	We can do the same. 
	By reading and listening, studying, talking to others (believers and not), 	listening to 	strong preaching & teaching
	Satan’s work becomes more obvious and easier to identify and avoid 



A – Topic of Giving Taxes (Mark 12:13-18)
        	Outward – Coins belong to Caesar.
       	Inward – Our heart should belong to God.

B – Sadducees ask about marriage in heaven (Mark 12:18-27)
      	Outward – They appear to be pious.
        	Inward – Their heart is closed to God.

C – Scribe asks about the greatest commandment (Mark 12:28-34)
        	Outward – This Scribe is observant
        	Inward – His heart is near the Kingdom of God

B – Jesus asks, How can the Messiah be the Son of David (Mark 12:35-40)
        	Outward – Scribes seek respect from people
        	Inward – Their heart is self-centered

A - Widow gives her last coin (Mark 12:41-44)
       	Outward – Coins are given to God
       	Inward – Heart is given to God
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