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PRAY
SLIDE 2-4		Show past title slides as review
SLIDE 5	Today’s topic is 
Giving and Receiving
Time, talent, money
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Introduction
		Preaching the whole counsel of God
			2300+ verses in the Bible
			15% of Jesus’ teaching
		The church either never talks about money 
		OR 
		never stops talking about money
			Prosperity gospel is the wrong way to go
				God “proves” His love and acceptance by…

Interest
	Matthew 6:19-21
	“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 	and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay 	up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 	rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 		where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
	
Life is a treasure hunt 
		What can and should we do throughout our lives?
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	Where is your treasure?
	Options
		Picture of Dudley Do-Right, health, 
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	Beach Scene, Grandma’s lap (safety)
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Basics of Giving
	We all have 
		168 hours per week
		talent (gifts)
		money
		These are given by God so we can worship Him and share with 		others
			2 journeys – Internal sanctification and External 						proclamation
	Luke 6:38 - READ
	Give [commanded], and it will be given to you [promised]. 
	They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, 	shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of 	measure it will be measured to you in return.
		HAVE CUPS
	When we do not give, we dishonor and disobey God
		Giving is not optional for a disciple of Jesus
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Old Testament Tithing and offerings
	Picture of Chandan
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	Tithe was used for the temple and its workers
	We live by grace now - Rms 6:14
		10% is not required
		We set the amount and then keep our word

		Remember
			If you sow sparingly, you reap sparingly – 2 Cor 9:6
			Giving time, talent, and money are acts of worship
		
		Don’t be like the Pharisees 
			Tithed their spices, but missed justice, mercy, faithfulness -				Mt 23:23

	Application
		Give sacrificially, cheerfully, regularly
			Tithe is your regular giving to the general fund
			Offering money is above that amount and includes special 					items
				There is a benevolent offering box in the back
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New Testament Example
	Acts 4:34-35 - READ
	 For there was not a needy person among them, for all who 	were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the 	proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and 	they would be distributed to each as any had need.	

	2 Cor 8:1-7 – READ 2 verses
		(2) that in a great ordeal of affliction, their abundance of joy 			and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their 				liberality. 
		(7) But just as you abound in everything, in faith and 				utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the 			love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious 			work also.
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	Application
		Mal 3:8-12 – READ
			Do not neglect the local church
			Do we rob God?
			
				Test Me, I dare you
			GOD SAYS
			Give and it will be given to you
							

______
Giving and Receiving
Time, talent, money
PART 2
SLIDE 14-15
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Six Principles	
1. God owns everything; I’m His manager
	Mt 25:14-19 – The Master leaves 3 servants in charge of 	money
	1 Cor 12:4-7 - Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 	Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord;		and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 	empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the 	manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

2. My heart always goes where I put God’s money.
Mt 6:19-20 - don’t lay up treasures on earth
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3. Heaven is my home, not the earth
	2 Cor 5:1-9 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly 	home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 	made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

4. I should live today not for the line, but for the dot.
Show Slide on Mark 10:28 (what’s in it for me?)
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	Illustration of line and dot
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5. Giving is the only antidote to materialism.
	Mk 10:17-22 – Rich young ruler
	If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to 	the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 	follow me.

	When you feel down, help those in need. 
	Use your talent to serve others. (Read, translate, complete an 	application, drive someone to the store….)

	Test God by giving in the midst of your poverty

6. God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my standard of giving.
	2 Cor 9:6-11 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will 	also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also 	reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his 	heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 	cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to 	you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you		 may abound in every good work.
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Appeal
	As a church, let’s test God through our finances, talent, and time
	Let us encourage each other in good works
		Not competing for personal or public praise
	Do it so we have yet another reason to stand in awe of God's 	provision
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