PRAY
SLIDE 2
READ
“I believe, help my unbelief.”
Mark 9:14-29
SLIDE 3
Introduction
	Attention	Lake Onterio to Erie (picture?)
At the dawn of the 20th century, Niagara Falls became the epicenter of a global energy revolution. It was here that Nikola Tesla’s vision of alternating current triumphed, powering the first large-scale hydroelectric power plant in history. When the Pan-American Exposition lit up Buffalo in 1901, dazzling visitors from around the world, it was Tesla’s AC power—carried from Niagara’s thundering falls—that made it possible. This bold feat marked Niagara as the world’s first true electric city and proved that water, harnessed through innovation, could illuminate the future.

Powers 2+ million homes

	Interest	Talk about the story and Jesus’ power	
	Need	Bigger discussion on the applications
	Textual Idea	Jesus heals a demon-possessed boy
	Sermon Idea	Jesus rewards the faith of the father
	Interrogative		Constantly expanding our faith
	Transition w/ Key Word

SLIDE 4
Division 1   	Problem Listed – V 14-21 (Issue at hand)
	Explain 	Came from transfiguration – Maybe like Moses in Ex 34:29)
			He had a transformed body
		Asks the topic, and the father dominates 
		Disciples cannot heal the son
			Had episodes since he was young
			Demons mask themselves
	Illustrate  	Symptoms of seizure, but with intent to harm (slams,				 foam, grind)
		Not all sicknesses are physical
		
		Tribesman: This man is sick because someone worked 			sorcery against him. White doctor: This man is sick from 			malaria because he was bitten by an infected mosquito. 			Tribesman: Yes, he was bitten by a mosquito, but who sent 		the mosquito?
	Argument  	Faithless generation made up of: 
			scribes  - doubted Jesus as Messiah, 
			disciples - could not heal even though they had power
			father - had weak faith
		Without faith, we cannot please God – Heb 11:6
	Apply   	Can people tell that we walk with (have been with) Jesus?
		We have been given power and authority in the world and 			in church
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[bookmark: _Hlk208337056]Division 2		Problem Resolved – V 22-27 (Issue Resolved)
	Explain	Demon tried to destroy the boy (like the pigs)
		Jesus shows his authority
			Evil spirit was not deaf
			But the boy was deaf and mute
	Illustrate	Father is desperate
		Probably went to other healers (including disciples)	
			Says “If”
	Argument	“All (everything) is possible with belief.”
		Healings in Bible happen in different ways – father’s faith
		I do, help my unbelief
		Great request, which we all should mimic
			The others did not ask for more faith
	Apply	Jesus touched the boy 
			Not supposed to touch a dead body 
			Pharisees would not have chanced it and they would 				have missed out on a blessing and restoring someone
		Our love in action means the world to people
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Division 3		Problem Made Personal – V 28-29 (Issue Revisited)
	Explain	Disciples ask why they could not do it
	Argument	This type takes much prayer [and fasting]
		Mt 17:20 – they have small faith
			Mustard seed example
	Illustrate	Commentary on Mt 17:20-21 – All works are possible, but 			some are more difficult. Disciples had cast out demons 			prior to this event. I.e., There is a hierarchy in Satan’s 			kingdom. This was a long-standing problem that required 			extra work on the part of the exorcist.
	Apply	Fasting makes us dependent on God
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Division 4		Special Applications 
Prayer and Fasting
· Fasting adds an extra element to our prayers
· Not manipulation of God, but a sense of seriousness
· Isaiah 58:1-12 (6-9)
· Remove wickedness, release the oppressed, feed the hungry, house the homeless
· It realigns our activity to be God-centered – not just busy work
· It helps to show others that we have been with God
· I am calling us to a time of fasting and prayer
· Without it, our church is doomed
· Options: No electronics, TV, skip one meal, be in silence

Faith
· “Help my unbelief.”
· Admit our own weaknesses and constantly grow in faith
· Yes, Satan works through many different factions, but he can and does also work in our church 
· Through limited grace, unforgiveness, and finger-pointing
· “Lord Jesus, have mercy on me”
· Have Faith in God and in others

Unity
· Message from my first week
· Visit each other
· Pray with each other
· Do not blame others or hold grudges – It does us no good
· We are both victims and perpetrators
· Blaming others and holding grudges will block the Spirit from moving
· Love in action will mean the world to people
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