PRAY
READ Ch 1
A Church that Multiplies
1 Thessalonians 1:6-10
Introduction
	Review	It is a question of preaching the gospel of power, with the 			Holy Spirit and with deep conviction, as well as with words 
SLIDE 2
C C Attention	8.3 billion population @ 5 minutes each = 79K years
C C	350 million US population @ 5 minutes each = 3.3K years	 SLIDE 3
		’84 Fabergé Organics commercial – tell 2 friends
	Need	Multiplication method – 2 Timothy 2:2
C	 Pics	
		TV stared in 1925, Coke started in 1886	
			Both are in every country of the world
 SLIDE 4	
	Textual Idea	They were multiplying
	Sermon Idea	Ways to become imitators of Jesus
	Interrogative
	Transition w/ Key Word

SLIDE 5
Division 1   	Becoming a Beacon of God V 6-8
C	Explanation 	Imitators – They became like their mentors who were like Jesus
			These new believers not only accepted the message and the messengers, but they also imitated their lives
		Illustrate
In1620, in Delfshaven, Holland, a group of pilgrims are about to embark on a quest. They have already had a hard road. They have defied religious authorities in their native England to stay true to their conscience and seek the truth. They have relocated to Holland, and now they are preparing to relocate again. In a few moments, they will take their greatest risk ever, setting sail to the New World in hopes of establishing a new community there, a community in which they can live their faith in honesty, openness, and freedom.

Their pastor, John Robinson, hopes to join them at a later date. (He will die prematurely before that hope can be realized.) They spend the entire night before the departure in prayer. Then, just before they board a little ship called the Mayflower, their pastor stands to speak. Even thought they will soon be separated by a broad ocean, he considers them his flock, and so he speaks to them once more as their pastor:  
    I charge you before God and His blessed angels that you follow me no further than you have seen me follow Christ. If God reveals anything to you by any other instrument of His, be ready to receive it as you were to receive any truth from my ministry, for I am verily persuaded the Lord hath more truth and light yet to break forth from His holy word.
	C	Argumentation  	They held their faith in the midst of tough times
				They were targeted
				Give up family, work, inheritance, community
	C			Mt 16:24-25 – Take up cross
				Mk 10:21 – Rich young ruler
	C	Application   	They were an example and an encouragement
			V 8 - The word of the Lord sounded forth. 
				“echo” One sound bounces off the objects & multiplies
			In the 2 provinces and the entire region
	Transition	They were both “receivers” of the Word (1 Thes. 1:5) and 					“imitators” as the Word went out from them.1 Thes. 1:8. 

SLIDE 6
Division 2  Shifting to Life-giving Priorities V 9-10
		Explain	Historical note - Aquila and Priscilla probably passed through this 			city after being kicked out of Rome by Nero. They might have 				told Paul what was happening when they were together in Corinth 			(Acts 18:2). Plus, Timothy brought a report as referenced in 1 				Thes 3:1-2
			SO, he does not need to say more about their faith

	C		Turning from idols to serve the living and true God
		Illustrate	Based on the 10 Commandments, anything that replaces God is an 			idol
	SLIDE 7	3 Picts of idols
C	Argue	Idols do not live or are true
C		READ Isa 44:14-17
			READ Ps 115:4-8
			These idols are backed by demons, which the worshiper gives 				power to
			They take worship that belongs to God and ensnare people
	SLIDE 8	
	C	Apply	Power encounter changes everything
				Now the future is not filled with anxiety
			Many – not all – issues are rooted in sin and demonic destruction
			They focused on heaven
	Transition	God overcame in their case and He can in ours

Conclusion
SLIDE 9
			Points of Action
	Review	What has been accomplished in the first chapter of 1 Thes? Paul 				has greeted his readers whom he describes as faithful believers, 				chosen and beloved of God. He particularly recalls with 					thanksgiving their initial reception of the gospel, how they were 				transformed from worshiping idols to serving the living God and 				how their own story of divine grace has become known 					throughout Macedonia, Achaia, and beyond. In the service of 				God, they now await the return of Jesus.

			For this sermon: 
				To multiply we must (1) Imitate Jesus in Word & Deed
					(2) Constantly shift our priorities toward God
C		READ Titus 2:11-14
	Illustrate	Although we like our church the best (I hope), we love God more. 			We are called to lead people toward Him.
	Apply 	Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, He broke the hold that 				Satan had on us.
			It is a power event where you and I can become free from all that 				torments us
C		Be set free to multiply the Kingdom of God ??			
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