PRAY
Passing the Blame
“It is not my fault”
You did this to me
Don’t Blame me
Stop picking on me
Job 10:1-7
Attention
	Proper or complete view of God
	Quote from “With”
		His plan to restore his creation was not to send a list of rules and rituals to 			follow (Life under God - THROUGH RITUALS), nor was it the				implementation of useful principles (Life over God – MY RULES). He did 			not send a genie to grant us our desires (Life from God - MY WISH LIST), 			nor did he give us a task to accomplish (Life for God – THROUGH A				TREADMILL). Instead, God Himself came to be with us-- to walk with us 			once again.

		1 John 4:15-16
		Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he 			in God. 16 We have come to know and have believed the love which God has 			for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God 			abides in him.

SLIDE 2
Review
	That was sermon #1 – Ch 1-2
	Sermon #2 focused on SW – 1:6, 2:1
	Sermon #3 dealt with suffering – Ch 3
	Last week was about sowing and reaping – Ch 4:1-11

Today
	Delves into the topic of passing the blame or God not being fair

SLIDE 3
READ – 10:1-7

Situation
	The total event is several weeks or perhaps months
	He is old enough to have had wealth and 10 children – 
		He will die w/ wealth and 10 more children (ch 43)
	Job repeats himself multiple times, just like we do

SLIDE 4	
Division 1		I have had enough! V 1
	Explain	I don’t like my life 
				Loathe = feel disgust
					IE – The life God gave me
					Elijah felt this way in 1 Kgs 19:4
					But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came 						and sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that 					he might die, and said, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take my life, 						for I am not better than my fathers.”
					Jeremiah felt this way in Jeremiah 15:10 & 20:14
					(20:14) Cursed be the day when I was born; Let the day not be 						blessed when my mother bore me!
					Job repeated his point many times in the book
	Illustrate	In 9:14:35 – He wants to plead his case in court
					9:33 – He wants an umpire to make a ruling
					23:1-7 – I could state my case to God, and He would listen (& I 						would win)
	Argue		I will give you a piece of my mind – I will not hold back
					12:9 – God has done this to me – It’s His fault
	Apply		Next week: “What comes after reaching the end of my rope?”
					I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship. 				Louisa May Alcott – Little Women

SLIDE 5		
Division 2		It’s not my Fault - V 2-6
	Explain	Using sarcasm here
				V 2	Job tries to discover some secret in God’s mind that would 					explain why he has afflicted such terrible suffering upon him. 
				V 3	Does God enjoy punishing the innocent and smiling upon the 					wicked?
					You created me, and then You reject me?!? (also v 8 ff)
				V 4-6	Is God blind and mistakes me for a guilty person?
						You are not human, so you don’t know how I feel or what I go 							through 
	Illustrate	Adam and Eve - Gen 3:12-13
				Cain “Am I my brother’s keeper - Gen 4:9
				Pilate tries to pass the blame onto the people - Mt 27:24
	Argue		Why me?
					My CV
					6:10-11 did not deny God
					9:20-21 I am righteous
					23:7& 11-12 I am innocent
					31:1 not done sexual sins
					31:16 & 34:5 I am innocent
					PS: Remember what I told my wife…
	Apply		Do we take responsibility for our actions?
					David - 2 Samuel 12:13
					Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 						Prodigal Son - Luke 15:21
					And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 						in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

SLIDE 6
Division 3		I’m Innocent - V 7
	Explain	I am innocent, but you do not deliver me
	Illustrate	Bangladeshi arguing ???
	Argue		Job 5:2
				Anger slays the foolish, jealousy kills the simple
				Psalms 73:21-22
				When my heart was embittered And I was pierced within, Then I was 					senseless and ignorant; I was like a beast before You.
				Isaiah 1:3
				“An ox knows its owner, And a donkey its master’s manger, But Israel 				does not know, My people do not understand.”
				Job demands that God acquit him, but he is doing that from his own 					perspective, not God’s
	Apply		Resentment against God is the consequence of small faith
				His ways are always best!

SLIDE 7-9
Conclusion
Fire on a wall from Pilgrim's Progress
Then I saw in my dream that the Interpreter took Christian by the hand, and led him into a place where there was a fire burning against a wall, and one standing by it, always casting much water upon it, to quench it; yet did the fire burn higher and higher.

Then said Christian, What means this?

The Interpreter answered, This fire is the work of grace that is happens it in the heart; he who casts water upon it, to extinguish and put it out, is the Devil; but in that you can see that the fire notwithstanding burns higher and hotter, thou shalt also see the reason of that. So he led him about to the backside of the wall, where he saw a man with a vessel of oil in his hand, of which he did so continually cast, but secretly, into the fire.

Then said Christian, What means this?

The Interpreter answered, This is the Messiah (Christ), who continually, with the oil of His grace, maintains the work already begun in the heart: by the means of which, notwithstanding what the devil can do, the souls of his people prove gracious still. 

We do not always see or understand the work of grace in our lives, but know that you and I are the beneficiaries of this ongoing work.

	James 1:2-4
	Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

	James 5:11 
	We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.
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