READ
PRAY
SLIDE 2

What’s in it for me?
Mark 10:28-31
SLIDE 3
	Attention	The value of questions
		Great answers come not so much from new information, but creative 			application. Often, you already have all the information you need. You 			just need to apply it differently. This is where questions come in. Keith 			Webb
	
	Why questions are better than orders
		Questions draw out others' thinking, ideas, and perspectives
		Qs increase ownership
		Qs produces new learning
		Qs show respect for others' ideas
SLIDE 4
	Textual Idea
		Last Week
		What must I do to inherit eternal life?
		Jesus looked into him like an X-Ray
Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

		Who can be saved?
		Eye of a needle 
		Impossible with man, but possible with God
SLIDE 5
	Attention	We did not finish the conversation (Rest of the Story)
	Interest	Peter asks, “What’s in it for me?”
	Need	It might sound selfish, but…
	Textual Idea	“Behold, we have left everything and followed You.” 
	Sermon Idea	Forsaking “all”
	Interrogative	What does that mean in 2025 for the church and local residents 

	Transition w/ Key Word

SLIDE 6
Division 1   	 Jesus promises life to come V 29-30
	Explain	If we give up everything, we will get great rewards
			Remember “live for the line, not the dot” illustration
SLIDE 7
		About Rewards
	Option 1 - God’s desire for His own glory
	Option 2 - Our desire to be Happy
		It is not one against the other
		We can have both
	Fallacy #1	
		Being happy = being proud
		BUT We are wired to be happy 
		WHEN we think in this fallacy, self-denial becomes more 						important than others' happiness
		SO is our unselfishness the point, or a love for others
		
		TRUTH – We serve for ourselves and for others

	Fallacy #2	
		“True virtue is making sure you get no pleasure from an act.” 
		IDEA is, I think, that you need my worship, but I don’t need 			anything from it
				Example of marriage and worship
		BUT Our desire for personal happiness is not against glorifying 			God
		TRUTH - God does not need us to worship Him 

		BETTER “I find happiness in making you happy.” 
				This makes you into a cheerful giver	
SLIDE 8
	Argue  	The rewards believers will receive
			100 times what you left behind
			Including persecution
			Age to come = eternal life
	All believers get heaven (eternal life w/ God) regardless of other 		rewards
	Illustrate	1 Cor 9:25 READ – Run for a prize
	Mt 5:10-12 READ
		God’s Work Done in God’s Way Will Never Lack God’s Supply
	Example	Peter at the tanner’s house – Acts 9:43
		Paul at Lydia’s house – Acts 16:15
		Personal stories
SLIDE 9
	Apply   	Crowns in Heaven (on handout??)
		Imperishable – 1 Cor 9:24-25, Mt 6:19, 1 Pt 1:4
		Rejoicing – 1 Thes 2:19, Lk 15:7
		Righteousness – 2 Tim 4:8, Phil 3:20
		Glory – 1 Pt 5:4, Rom 8:18
		Life – Rev 2:10, Jn 4:10, Jn 6:35, James 1:12 

Transition
	These verses show the contrast between what the ruler would not give up 	and 	what the disciples gave up. 
	The ruler was tops on earth, but would not receive heaven

SLIDE 10
Division 2   	 Giving up everything V 31
	Explain	Last will be first is listed also in 9:35
			They have left a lot
				Mark 1 – business and family
				Matt 8:20-21 – nowhere to sleep
	Illustrate
	I read years ago about John Patton, the missionary from Scotland to the New Hebrides Islands in the South Pacific. In my opinion, he traveled overseas farther than any missionaries ever traveled from his home to his mission site, 13,000 nautical miles. It was a long journey. The parting scene between him and his father is just gut-wrenching. His father was an incredibly godly man who deeply loved his children, and his children deeply loved him, and his father walked with him to a point where they had to part and say goodbye. This is the account. It says,
  “My dear father walked with me the first six miles of the way. His counsels and tears and heavenly conversation on that parting journey are still fresh in my heart as if they had been but yesterday. But tears are on my cheeks as freely now as they were then whenever the memory steals me away to that scene. For the last half mile or so, we walked together in almost unbroken silence. My father as often was his custom as carrying his hat in his hand while his long flowing yellow hair was yellow then, but later years white as snow streamed like a girl’s down his shoulders. His lips kept moving in silent prayers for me and his tears fell fast, when our eyes met each other in looks for which all speech was vain. We halted on reaching the appointed parting place. He grasped my hand firmly for a minute in silence and then solemnly and affectionately said, ‘God bless you, my son, your father’s God prosper you and keep you from all evil.’ Unable to say anymore, his lips kept moving in silent prayer, as tears flowed. We embraced and parted. I ran off as fast as I could, and when about to turn a corner in the road where he would lose sight of me, I looked back and saw him still standing with his head uncovered, where I had left him gazing after me, waving my hat in a due. I was around the corner and out of sight in an instant, but my heart was too full and too sore to carry me further. So, I darted to the side of the road and wept for a time. Then rising cautiously, I climbed the dike to see if he had yet stood where I’d left him. Just at that moment, I caught a glimpse of him climbing the dike looking out for me, but he did not see me. And after he had gazed eagerly in my direction for a while, he got down and then set his face toward home and began to return there. His head still uncovered and his heart, I felt sure, still rising in prayers for me. I watched through blinding tears till his form faded from my gaze, then hastening on my way, vowed deeply and offered by the help of my God to live and act, so I was never to grieve or dishonor such a father and mother as he had given me.”
	
	Argue	Rich man is not willing to be last
			Jesus is not calling for abstract poverty
	Apply	Heb 11:6 – God rewards those who seek Him
		Col 3:23-24 READ – This is how you know if you have done enough
	Illustrate 	Our kids doing their best in school – no more

SLIDE 11
Conclusion
	Reiteration	God’s work, done in God’s way, will never lack God’s supply -			Hudson Taylor
	Visual	We will get crowns, accommodation, and capacity 
	Appeal	The more faithful you serve, the more you will understand and 			experience His greatness.
		How much can you handle?
SLIDE 12
Invitation
	Phil 3:12-14 
		Press on and Press in
		Gain joy from Godly living
		Forsake self and experience God’s blessings

SLIDE 14
Communion
	1 Jn 1:5-9
	Bread first
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