PRAY
A Church Called to Harmony 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-28

SLIDE 2
	Attention	1 Corinthians 3:12-15
		The contrast between "wood, hay or straw" and "gold, silver [and] 			costly stones" (3:12-15) is found in this context of interpersonal 				relationships. The gold, silver and costly stones should be seen as acts 			that contribute to harmony, affirmation, building one another up, 			thinking the best about the other, turning the other cheek, serving the 			body and esteeming the other greater than oneself. The wood, hay and 			straw may then be constructed as attitudes and acts that disrupt unity 			for reasons God considers unworthy.
	Interest	My story of getting into ministry

SLIDE 3
	Overview
C	Textual Idea	3 commands about being devoted to God
C		5 commands about being wise in loyalty
C		Comments about being faithful in daily conduct
	Sermon Idea	God’s goal for us and our goal for ourselves is sanctification
	Interrogative	When we allow God to sanctify us, we will experience complete 			Christian harmony both with God and each other
	Transition w/ Key Word

Background	Three short commands dealing with our devotion to God
			Last week was a list of requests and 7 commands
			So that we will know how and become sanctified
	
SLIDE 4
	READ
	Division 1 	Being Devoted to God V16-18
C		Explain	#1 Rejoice w/o exception 
			READ Rom 12:15
				Rejoice w/ those who rejoice, weep w/ those who weep	
		Illustrate  	Happiness Vs Joy - When our joy comes from our gifts and our success, we will always be under pressure. For we are only as good as the last sermon, the last youth talk, the last spiritual conversation, the last few months of Christian service, the last success. – Zeal w/o Burnout
C		Explain	#2 Prayer always
			w/o intermission (do not fall short)
	SLIDE 5
C		Illustrate	Prayer times and directions (picture) 
			An attitude and readiness – “may I pray for you right now” 
	SLIDE 6
C		Explain	#3 Always Thanks
			Acknowledging what He does
		Illustrate	Lack of thanks reveals self-centeredness
			Mohammed Ali
		Argue	Thankful “in” all things, not “for” all things
			There are always reasons to praise God
		Apply	Summary is that these (V 12-18…) come from God and God’s will

	Transition	Harmony comes by being devoted to God and being aligned with His 						people

SLIDE 7
	READ
	Division 2   	Being Aligned with His People V 19-22
	C	Explain	#4 Quench the Spirit
				Means to extinguish or stifle
	C		On one hand, 
			John 3:8
			Job 42:2
			Isaiah 14:27
			
C	What is the work of the Holy Spirit? 
It is multifaceted, but in the life of a believer it begins with conviction concerning sin, righteousness and judgement (John 16:8). The Holy Spirit also quickens or makes alive the spirit of the unbeliever so that they can repent and believe in Christ to be saved (Ephesians 2:5). His ministry continues in the life of a believer in bringing about sanctification through adoption as a child of God (Romans 8:15-17), so that He assists and intercedes in our prayers (Romans 8:26-27). He indwells the believer (Romans 8:9), teaching us the things of God (1 Cor. 2:10-13; 1 John 2:27) and leads us into righteousness and away from sin (Romans 8:10-13). He pours out the love of God within our hearts (Romans 5:5) and gifts us individually to serve the Lord so that the whole body can be built up (1 Corinthians 12, Eph. 4:11-16). The Holy Spirit seals us as a pledge of God’s faithfulness to fulfill His promises to us.

C			On the other hand, 
			Unbelief – Acts 7:51 READ (Pharisees at Stephen’s trial)
			Rebellion 
			Unconfessed sin 
			Heresy
			Resistant to God’s leading
			Forcing my ideas over God’s
		Illustrate  	Abraham was called, Moses was called, you and I are called
				What if they said no
				The older brother said “no”

	SLIDE 8
C		Argue	#5 V 20-22 Prophetic words
C				Jerry’s article – Must be consistent w/ God’s Word
				Rule is 1 Cor 14:31
				Should glorify God, not man
		Apply	#6 – #8 Test what you hear and hold onto the good 
C			Be open and discerning – not closed or gullible (key to 19-22)
				See their life (even the best teacher can be wrong)

	Transition  Harmony comes by being devoted to God, being aligned with His people, & 					being faithful each day

SLIDE 9
	READ
	Division 3  	Being Faithful in Daily Conduct V 23-28
		Explain	“Now” means it is connected to the previous commands and all of ch 5
			They were mature – 
	C			True conversion 1:9, 2:13 
				Born in persecution 1:6, 2:14
		Illustrate  	James Dobson prayed for persecution
				It was not the absence of conflict (like we pray), but living in harmony 	and peace of mind
	C	Argue	Peace comes through His blood – Eph 1:7 READ
		V 23 Is it trichotomy or dichotomy – Heb 2:4 is 2 parts, this is 3 parts
			This is about the whole person
			The entire person should be blameless
	SLIDE 10
	C		3 parts of salvation 
				Event, Sanctification, Glorification
	C	Apply	God is faithful based on His attributes
				Same yesterday, today, forever
			Omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent
	C		Holy Kiss = cultural greeting
	C		Oath to read this letter
			Grace for salvation & sanctification

SLIDE 11
	Transition	Harmony comes by being devoted to God, being aligned with His people, & 					being faithful each day

C	Visualize	Holiness is more than a list of rules that can be imposed by a superior
		The harmony of the gospel is living according to the commands of God
		
			They will know we are Christians by how we glorify God
	Appeal	HOW? By making/being a disciple
			Teaching the Bible
			Loving each other

LORD’S SUPPER
Mark 14:22-26
