Scripture reading
	What a man sows (Gal 6:7-10)

PRAY
The Bible and Karma
Job 4:1-11
READ 4:1-11

Introduction
	Using the book of Job to emphasize a proper understanding of God
	Delving into today’s issues

SLIDE 2
	Picture of Cows on the beach and street

SLIDE 3	
	Cause and Effect
Job 4:8 According to what I have seen, those who plow iniquity And those who sow trouble harvest it. – Eliphaz

Job 8:4 If your sons sinned against Him, Then He delivered them into the power of their transgression. – Bildad

Job 8:5-6 If you would seek God And implore the compassion of the Almighty, If you are pure and upright, Surely now He would rouse Himself for you And restore your righteous estate. – Bildad

Job 8:20 Lo, God will not reject a man of integrity,  Nor will He support the evildoers. – Bildad

Job 11:20 But the eyes of the wicked will fail, And there will be no escape for them; And their hope is to breathe their last.” – Zophar

Job 15:20 The wicked man writhes in pain all his days, And numbered are the years stored up for the ruthless. – Eliphaz

Job 18:5 Indeed, the light of the wicked goes out, And the flame of his fire gives no light. – Bildad

Job 20:4-7 Do you know this from of old, From the establishment of man on earth, That the triumphing of the wicked is short, And the joy of the godless momentary? “Though his loftiness reaches the heavens, And his head touches the clouds, He perishes forever like his refuse; Those who have seen him will say, ‘Where is he?’ – Zophar

Job 34:11-12  “For He pays a man according to his work, And makes him find it according to his way. “Surely, God will not act wickedly, And the Almighty will not pervert justice. - Elihu

	Each of these people believes they are talking for God.
		In Job 4:12-16, Eliphaz said he had a vision from God
		But God criticized him at the end of the book

SLIDE 4
	Their main concept is, If you do evil, you will receive evil, and if you do 	good, you will receive good - Option B does not exist
	Last week, we gave 6 sources of suffering – Only 1 or 2 were based on 	personal sin
	
	This idea is false – 
		There is a reward and punishment system, but God decides, not you 			or me

SLIDE 5	
Karma – Hindu and Buddhist Item
	Focused on actions in this world affecting the next (I.e. It requires			reincarnation). The good and bad actions done in this lifetime only affect 	the next one.
	
	The word “reincarnation” comes from the word “carnate,” which means 	flesh.  So reincarnation means to re-enter flesh. The belief is that when 	your fleshly body dies, it re-enters a different fleshly body.  

		The rich and powerful of today were good people from a past life; 			today’s poor are bad people from the past
		And if you come back as an animal, you were really, really bad

		Karma						Christianity
	You get what you deserve			Jesus received what you deserve
	Do good works 				Scripture says no one is good
	trust in yourself				Trust in Jesus, not yourself
	Doesn’t get rid of the sin problem	Jesus conquered our sin problem
				Grace is the opposite of Karma

	The Bible rejects the idea of reincarnation
		Hebrews 9:27
			Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face 					judgment
		John 5:28-29 
			Do not marvel at this;  For an hour is coming in which all who are 				in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth!  Those 				who did good, to a resurrection of life;  Those who did evil, to a 				resurrection of condemnation.”   
	Karma is a demonic teaching. Your good can never outweigh the bad. You 	have sinned before a holy God, and all your good works are like filthy rags. 

	Karma is like trying to bribe the judge with your work 

SLIDE 6
Karma - American Style 
	Through the church’s influence, most people did not believe in				reincarnation
		As the church becomes less influential, more people endorse the 			idea

	More likely, people use the term “karma” to represent immediate results
		It is usually negative, but sometimes positive
			Society is an instant culture
			Instant karma videos

	Tit for Tat leads people to follow superstitions
		This action(s) will cover my bad action or words
		This item(s) I carry or put on my wall will stop bad things from				happening to me

	Last week I referred to having no pictures of Jesus or the cross
	SLIDE 7
		I am not advocating that, unless we use them as a charm
			Example: 	Bible in a suitcase or under a pillow
					Picture of Cards glued to a wall and charms
					
			US Examples:	Knock on wood 
						13th day, floor, row on the airplane
						# 7
						Star Wars: “The Force”

		I am stuck on ‘protecting’ ourselves by something other than God
			Giving God-like power to physical items (or actions) is a form of 				idolatry - It gives them demonic power
	
	Superstition is a weakness of faith (just maybe I need to…).
		They create doubt

SLIDE 8					
Principle of Sowing and Reaping - Gal 6:7-10
Luke 6:38
	Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken 	together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same 	measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.

Colossians 3:25
	But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no 	partiality.

		Generosity will be reciprocated abundantly
		Wrongdoers will face consequences without favoritism. 

SLIDE 9
	V 7	Although people mock God now, it does not change who He is
			God is not in a popularity contest, trying to win our favor
			Example: Our influence on the sun is nil
			God will repay the mockers in His way and time
				Satan says God does not exist or care (Last week’s sermon)
	V 8-9	Using agriculture to make a spiritual point
			Physical event making a spiritual point

			This is not a return to good works
				If you work to gain your salvation and merit, you will be 					disappointed
			But Love is a fruit of the Spirit – it is not a work of the flesh
			How do we sow in the Spirit?
				Through the fruit of the spirit (Gal 5:22-23)
V 10
		In context, this passage says to keep living out the fruit of the Spirit
			Because if you do not, your eternal life is in question
	
	Illustrate – We get tired of Sunsets, favorite foods, travel/home
				Tired of church work and Christian life
					Lose our zeal
	Our Salvation hangs in the balance
		Rom 8:11
		But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in				you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to 			your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

SLIDE 10	
Conclusion
	True Sonship (Salvation) means 
		We hate sin and turn away from it
		We love righteousness and turn toward it
		We have confidence in God’s grace

	Do you wake up in the AM and feel a need to be with God? 
		– filled with the Holy Spirit
		-- Leaning on His power
	
	Or are we relying on superstitions? Aka – our own power?
		If we do, we are mocking God

2

