Revival: A Work of God and of Man
Nehemiah 9 
Part 2

Introduction
	Attention	Right place at the right time V. Wrong place at the wrong time
					Where and when we are born
					Born in MD?
					Born in a castle?
				God is sovereign – we are “free” in this country – and completely free in God
				
	Review	Ch 8 was a 6-hour sermon, which was mostly Bible reading and prayer.
		It ended with living outdoors (putting worship into action)
		Ch 9 is 2 days later and is a 3-hour Bible reading session, followed by 			public confessions 
SLIDE 2
		Dead Religion versus Revival:
			External, not internal
		Revival
	Revival is:		Glorifies God
			Restores His name
			Sinners repent and are saved

SLIDE
25 Principles about God from Nehemiah 9
SLIDE
	#1	Eternal
	#2	He is the Only God. 
	#3	Creator
	#4	Sustainer
	#5	Worshipped by Angels
	#6	Covenant Maker
	#7	Divine Deliverer
	#8	Faithful
	#9	Righteous
	#10	Miracle Worker
	#11	Glorious

SLIDE
	#12	9:11b
 	Judge
	“And their pursuers You hurled into the depths, Like a stone into raging waters.”

. 	God has a way of delivering you and judging them. 
		So many times we want “justice” for enemies and mercy for ourselves
			God bless ____, and God give hellfire and brimstone to those that don’t agree			with me
	You don't need to judge your enemies. God will take care of that. 
	READ Romans 12:17-19 "'Vengeance is mine,' says the Lord." 
	There is nothing that evildoing unbelievers have done that is beyond the scope and sight of God. 

	Love your enemies, pray for your enemies, forgive your enemies, and let God deal with your enemies.
	
	#13	9:12
	Guide
	“And with a pillar of cloud You led them by day, And with a pillar of fire by night To light for them the way in which they were to go.”

	Similar to # 7 – Divine deliverer 
	When you don't know what to do, ask the Lord. When you're not sure which path you should take, seek the Lord. 
	The Lord knows the future, and the Lord knows our needs. 
	The Holy Spirit is our pillar of fire
	Our God is for you, He wants you to find His path
		QUOTE James 1:5-  But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to 	all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

	#14 	9:13
	Law Giver
	“Then You came down on Mount Sinai, And spoke with them from heaven; You gave them 	just ordinances and true laws.”

	The Word of God. These are God's standards, 
	We need to judge ourselves by them so that we don't have to be judged by God. 
	When we do, we will come to repentance. 
Friends, you know your deeds, and you can learn what God requires
We are to conform to God's Word. We are not to edit God's Word.

	#15	9:14a
	Sabbath-giver
	“So You made known to them Your holy Sabbath,”

	God doesn't work you like a slave, He rests you like a son.
		Some of us work too hard in hopes of gaining ____’s favor 
	God cares about our emotional, physical, spiritual, and mental well-being. 
	God wants to draw you into a relationship with Him, not drive you to a performance. 
	He wants Sabbath time carved out of your schedule so the two of you can have time 	together – discussing life
	
	#16	9:15a
	Provider
	“You provided bread from heaven for them for their hunger, You brought forth water from a rock for them for their thirst,”

	He knew what they needed and when they needed
		Because He is with them
	The same is true today
		He is with us and knows what we need
		He also sees the future and knows the best for you
			We see right now, and wish we had ____
	Repeated – You might be being delivered, not destroyed
		Delivered to a deeper faith, to a place to share His love (Dr. Bush)

	#17	9:17b
Good
“But You are a God of forgiveness, Gracious and compassionate, Slow to anger and 	abounding in	 lovingkindness;”

V 17a They (We) forsook you, but you did not forsake them.
We are sinners. He loves us. He's abounding in love. He is a merciful and forgiving God, 

He will take us as we are and be our Savior

#18	9:19a
Merciful
“You, in Your great compassion, Did not forsake them in the wilderness;”

		Mercy is where we don't get what we do deserve. (Hell)
		Mercy keeps us out of hell, for now, but does not get us into heaven.
		Mercy is seen in God’s provision for daily needs

		Grace is where we get what we do not deserve. (Heaven) 
		Grace comes to us via faith
		An example of grace in OT is the Hebrews getting out of Egypt

	The decisions we have made should have destroyed us. things we have said. 
	God saves us from Satan, sin, death, hell, and the wrath of God and from myself

	#19	9:20a
	Spirit
	“You gave Your good Spirit to instruct them,”

	Life cannot be lived without the power of God.
	You need a supernatural power to plug your life into, to live by the power of. 
	The same Holy Spirit who was with Jesus is with you
	You do not need to be powerful. You need the power of God. 
	You are not orphaned or abandoned. You are filled with the Spirit of God
. 	
	Through the Spirit, you can walk away from the person that you were, and you can start to become the person that Jesus says you are. 

	#20	9:21
	Sustainer
	“Indeed, forty years You provided for them in the wilderness and they were not in want; Their clothes did not wear out, nor did their feet swell.”

	You're worried about your kids, your grandkids, your great-grandkids. 
	They're prodigals, they're wandering, they're indifferent, they're lukewarm.
"What kind of world am I sending them into? 
God is faithful for generations. 
God has been faithful to our children and us. 

#21	9:23a
Source of generations
“You made their sons numerous as the stars of heaven,”

 	God is the life-giving God. 
	Children are a blessing. 
		We don't kill our blessing; we welcome our blessing. 
		We don't curse our blessings; we bless them. 
	Prov 8:36, But he who sins against me injures himself; All those who hate me love 	death.”
	You either love God and love life, or you hate God and hate life. 
	
	We are pro-life. womb to tomb. disabilities. physical struggles. 
		We love people because God loves people

	#22	9:25a
	Enemy Crusher
	“They captured fortified cities and a fertile land. They took possession of houses full of every good thing.”

	God's people were poor and then they became rich; 
	God's people were oppressed, then they were set free; 
	Sinful men can push you down economically and emotionally, but they will not prevail in the end

	#23	9:27a
	Disciplining Father
	“Therefore, You delivered them into the hand of their oppressors who oppressed them,”

	Every generation rebelled against God, and they felt the pain of sin. 
		felt the difficulty of rebellion.
	Life without God doesn't work. 
		Massive depression in the US, 
		People are struggling with mental health. 
		Riots are regular
	
	He gives us just a little bit of discomfort to save us from total destruction. 
	If the direction you're going isn't providing the life you were hoping for, stop and repent. 
			What does the future look like if no changes are made?

	#24	9:27b
	Constant Savior
	“You heard from heaven, and according to Your great compassion, You gave them deliverers who delivered them from the hand of their oppressors.”

	God is not going to destroy you; He's going to deliver you. 
	God is not going to forsake you; 
	God delivers, redeems us, and saves us. 
	Is He sick of me? He's not done with you, He's not sick of you

		He protects us like a father

	#25	9:31
	Sin forgiver
	“Nevertheless, in Your great compassion You did not make an end of them or forsake them, For You are a gracious and compassionate God.”

	We need to accept the bad news that we are sinners, to receive the good news of Jesus as Savior

APPEAL
	Have you received forgiveness of sins?
		Is the life you are living now the one God wants for you?
		He put you in Pasadena, MD on June 27th for a reason
			He could have put you in a different country in a different year 
			He knows what is best for you	
	Turning to God is your only answer

 Conclusion
SLIDE 20
	Revival starts when people confess the name of Jesus
	READ Neh 8:5-6	
	
Appeal
	God put you in this place at this time, so that you can be made free in Him
		Being free in Jesus is church talk, which means: 
			Putting your faith in God’s salvation plan
				Confessing your past disbelief and sinfulness
			AND
			Making that faith public via your public confession, your lifestyle, and your 			obedience to what God commands
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