PRAY
READ
Friendship through submission
John 15:12-17
Intro
	Attention	
	Interest	Friendship is a give and take – we pick on our own terms 			and the people we like
	Background	Lord’s supper starts in Ch 13 (to 17)
			John gives the most details for that night
			Jesus was purposeful in His actions and speech
	Textual Idea	On the surface, this passage is clear enough, especially	 			when we take it at arm’s length. But when we study it and 			consider any level of application, then it becomes a lifelong 			pursuit of devotion to the One who holds our everything in His 		hand.
	Sermon Idea	The command to love each other and God is coupled w/ a 			steep requirement that people misunderstand and reject.
		We will discover how God’s call on our lives is both a blessing 			and a challenge

SLIDE 2
Division 1	Friendship Through Love V 12-13
	Explain	Jesus tells us to love multiple times 
		“To command,” or “commission,” is mostly w/ a ruler and a subject
		Based on His position and authority, we expect this from Him
		Rulers command, and often abuse their power

		Jesus does not abuse His power
		Come unto Me all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 		rest
	Illustrate	Jesus is our good shepherd – John 10:11
			Guarding and protecting
	Argue	He had been loving, protecting, providing, and guarding them since they 			were born
		The disciples were told, but they did not comprehend His coming death
	Apply	We must have a self-giving love for each other, just like Jesus had for us
		Love all in brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor -			Rms 12:10

Transition	He keeps the same commands He tells us to keep

SLIDE 3
Division 2	Friendship Through the Costs V 14-15
	Explain	Jesus’ friendship is conditional
		We think of friendship as mutual
		If you do what I command you, you are My friends
	Illustrate	Slavery – Formal and informal
			Engrained in us that it is evil
			John Newton was a wonderful preacher who wrote Amazing 				Grace – but first he was a slave boat captain 
	Argue	The Greek word “slave” is used 800x in the Bible, but translated as				servant or something else
		Even though these are being called friends, Jesus still calls them 			servants (slaves) in John 15:20
		1 Corinthians 9:20, Paul says he is a slave to all people

		The Bible does not condemn slavery, just the misuse of it
		
		When we say “Jesus is Lord,” we are saying “I am His slave.”
			Before whips and chains enter your mind, think of being in service for 				and with Jesus
		The term “Lord” 750x in Bible
			It means The One who has power, ownership and all authority
	Apply	Look what this master has done for us
		He willingly became a slave 
		John 4:34  Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent 		Me and to accomplish His work.
		Hebrews 10: 9 then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will.” 			John 6:38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, 			but the will of Him who sent Me.
		Philippians 2:8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 		by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
				Aka – He made Himself a slave
				That devotion led Him to the cross

		Our Role is to become His friends (know what He is doing), so we				willingly become His slaves

		Rev 1:1 – Written for Jesus’ slaves
		Rev 22:3 – We are slaves in heaven and will serve Him

Transition	Friendship comes with a cost:
		A cost that is well worth our very lives
SLIDE 4
Division 3	Friendship Through God’s Appointment V 16-17
	Explain	He chose us before we chose Him
			He did this with Israel and the disciples as well
		A servant usually chooses the master – Jesus is different
			We are special
	Illustrate	Ps 37:4
		Delight yourself in the Lord; And He will give you the desires of your 			heart.
	Argue	Chosen to bear fruit
			To share His Word, spread His light
			Experience answered prayer
	Apply	Live w/ renewed purpose, goals, zeal
			As long as we have breath, we will….

SLIDE 5
Conclusion
	Reiterate	This section starts and ends with love for each other
		That one command is sandwiched by our friendship with God which 			requires a great cost
	Appeal	The key to a lifestyle of godly actions is habitual obedience, unlearning 			habits of wickedness and learning new habits of obedience. 
SLIDE 6	
		Walking on a trail and etching a path
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