How to Build a Strong Community
Nehemiah 10-11
Introduction
	Attention	Founding documents are resolutions
		Dec. of Independ. – ideals on which the US is founded and why we are separate from GB
		Constitution – is the framework of the Federal government
		Bill of Rights – first 10 amendments of the Constitution. Is about citizen and state 			rights
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	Interest	PICTURE - Join or Die Flag
				First in the PA Gazette in 1754 – by B. Franklin
				Picture is based on a superstition, if a snake was cut into pieces & pieces were put 					together before sunset, it would return to life
				Taken to mean the 13 colonies needed to unite or die alone.
		
	Textual Idea	In Neh. 10, the reborn nation made a resolution
	Sermon Idea	Shared Responsibility: The covenant involves not only the leaders but also the 			participation of the entire community, emphasizing shared responsibility in 				upholding God’s law.
		In Neh. 11 - Importance of Community
		The chapter underscores the significance of a vibrant and populated city for				religious, social, and defensive purposes. 
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	Interrogative	A strong community takes Bible reading, prayer which includes confession, active 			(not passive) worship, and renewed commitments to obedience.
		It can be done. 
		We just must commit to the same things.

	Transition w/ Key Word	BUILDING COMMUNITY
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READ 10:28-39
PRAY

Body
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	Division 1   	Building Community through a unified obedience
		Explanation 	V 29 - They take on a curse and blessing
				READ Deut 28:15-20 - C
				READ Deut 11:13-15 - B
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	Argumentation  	Promises:
				V 30 – purity in marriage
				V 31 – No buying or selling on the Sabbath
				V 32 – Give to temple workers
				1/3 shekel, wood, 
				V 36 – first fruits - child and animal
		Illustration	Able and Cain
		Argumentation	Tithe on the tithe – V 38
		Illustration	CP money is distributed – 50% to IMB, 
				V 39 – “Not neglect the house of God.”	
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		Application   	First, we commit to God
			Second, we commit to each other through the church
			
			Not billiard balls but grapes

	Summary	I.E. Walk in God’s Law
			1) to obey the law
				a. not intermarry
				b. to follow the sabbath
				c. to support the temple
				d. Participate in temple activities

	Transition	BUILDING COMMUNITY
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	Division 2   	Build Community through a unified commitment
	Overview	Ch 11 details Nehemiah’s strategy to address Jerusalem’s lack of inhabitants. 
			Recognizing the (1) importance of a populated city for its defense and vitality, he proposes a system of selective relocation. The leaders take the initiative by residing in Jerusalem, setting an example for others.
			(2) Next, a lottery system is established, requiring one out of every ten families from the surrounding areas to relocate to Jerusalem. This ensures a representative population from all regions while still maintaining a strong agricultural base in the outlying areas.
		(3) The chapter concludes by listing the officials, priests, Levites, and other residents who would take up residence within the newly fortified city.
	Explanation  	1 in 10 live in Jerusalem
	Others populate other cities
	Illustration   	Explain a bari
	Argumentation  	My vision of many “small” active churches
	Application   	We can be a model – 
		We need to mimic what the Israelites did in these chapters
			Adapting that to our context
	
	Transition	BUILDING COMMUNITY

Conclusion
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	Reiteration	Shared Responsibility in upholding God’s law
			Through unified obedience and commitment
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	Appeal		READ Romans 12:1-2

LORD’S SUPPER
	Acts 2:42	They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 		breaking of bread and to prayer.
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	Romans 12:3-5	For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of 			himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has 			allotted to each a measure of faith. 4 For just as we have many members in one body and all 			the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 		and individually members one of another.
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