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Nehemiah Background
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Introduction
	Almost but not quite	
		PICTURES of George and Get Smart
		Get Smart – Missed by that much
		George of the Jungle hitting a tree
		Me flying over the handlebars
	Not getting the results we expected
		Cooking
		Measuring lumber
		“doing everything right, but…”

	Today is the background only, afterwards, 1 chapter per week.
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Background
	Under David and Solomon, things were good, but not perfect
	Prophets warned about the coming punishment if sin continued
	God punished them via enemy armies invading from the North
	Nebuchadnezzar II laid siege on Jerusalem, destroyed the temple and took 			most of the survivors back to Babylon
		Daniel was in this group
	The people were there 70 years before they were allowed to return
		Some people stayed by choice 

SLIDE 4
Three Parallel Events
Overview
	The books have 3 parallel stories
		A Persian king gives his permission and supplies for people to return to 				Jerusalem
		A leader returns and faces local opposition
		He overcomes the opposition
			But the end result is anti-climactic and often negative
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	Great expectations are met w/ a confusing and mellow dynamic conclusion
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The Hopes of the People are:
	1.	A Messiah / King comes 
			Isaiah 11 and Hosea 3
	2.	God’s presence in the temple once again
			God dwelling with His people
	3.	God’s Kingdom comes over all nations w/ His blessing
			Isa 2 and Zech 8
	4.	All the Abrahamic promises get fulfilled
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The First Return – 538 BC
	The King of Persia, Cyrus, gives his approval and support
	Zerubbabel leads the first group – Ezra 1-6 
		The main job is to rebuild the temple and alter
			In 605, Nebuchadnezzar II led the first captives back
				(Daniel was in this era)
			In 587, Nebuchadnezzar II destroyed the temple
			READ Jeremiah 29:10-14 predicts 70 yrs of captivity
				70 yrs is from the destruction of the temple to the rededication (12 					March 516) 	
			READ Ezra 6:15-18
		
		Great Expectations met with a confusing and mellow-dramatic end
			1.	The grandchildren of people (who were not taken into slavery) 					wanted to help, and Z will not let them.  
					READ Ezra 4:3-4 (negative part of the story)
				But
					The prophets said all the nations would come to Jerusalem 						and worship
			APPLICATION – We think all should come and worship w/ at Grace

				So the people felt confused, bewildered, and unfulfilled. 
					Note -- Often, people expect an immediate and obvious result 					for all prophecies
	
			2. God's presence did not come to the temple like it did w/ Solomon
					READ - 1 Kings 8:5-11
						Talk about Shekinah Glory
							Burning bush
							Led and protected the people at the Red Sea,										It leaves in Ezekiel 8-11 because of the people’s 									sin
					This time it does not return like before
												
					So the people felt confused, bewildered, and unfulfilled. 
	
					The Shekinah Glory comes in the NT
						READ Luke 2:32 (Simeon recognizes it)
					It is in Jesus – John 1:14
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The Second Return – 458 BC
	60 years after the first one
	King Artaxerxes sends Ezra, a torah scholar
	Ezra leads the second group – Ezra 7-10
	He is a good man with good intentions – READ Ezra 7:10
		He wanted to teach the torah and rebuild the community
		He wants a spiritual revival – the people’s hopes were high
		
	Great expectation met with a confusing and mellow-dramatic end
		He sees mixed marriages in READ Ezra 9:1-2a
			Many exiled people married non-exiles or non-Jews
			He says these people are like Canaanites, and will corrupt 				He offers a good prayer in Ezra 9:5-15
	BUT	
		Using Deut 23:1-4, he makes the people divorce and send their 				spouse and children away
		God did not tell him to do this, but leaders influence the idea
	Meanwhile
		The people hear Malachi say that God wants purity and is against 				divorce
			There is a moral dilemma
				Wrong if I do and wrong if I do not
			Some obeyed him, and some did not
	So the people are confused and feel unfulfilled in some way
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The Third Return – 445 BC
	King Artaxerxes sends Nehemiah
		Nehemiah 1-7
	He rebuilds the walls and society	
			
	Great Expectations met with a confusing and mellow-dramatic end				1.	Prophet Zechariah was saying the New Jerusalem of God’s Kingdom 				will not have walls, and all people will come to it
		2.	The local people oppose him, and Nehemiah tells them they do not 				belong to them
			Zechariah the prophets state that the New Jerusalem will be w/o 				walls and all the people will come to worship

		But 
			Nehemiah is building walls and needs guards during the 	process
			So the people are confused and feel unfulfilled in some way
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Nehemiah 8-12
	Ezra and Nehemiah combine forces to bring about spiritual renewal
		Read the Torah for 7 days, celebrate festivals, confess sins, and promise 			to obey
		They have a great celebration

Nehemiah 13
	Nehemiah toured the city and saw that work was not being done
		Temple was neglected and mis-staffed – Zerubbabel’s work
		Sabbath violated – That was against Ezra’s work
		Wall not finished – That was against Nehemiah’s work

	So, Nehemiah yells at everyone, beats them and pulls out their hair
		READ Neh 13:25 – mixed marriages
	In this chapter, he pleads to God in the end, “I did my best, accept me.”
		It is like he threw his hands up on the people and the project
			Ignoring his own tantrum in 13:25
	So the people are confused and feel unfulfilled in some way
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Conclusion
	Starting with Hope 
	and
	Ending with Disappointment

	It is a Matter of the Heart
		Change My Heart Oh Lord!
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