God cares about all of us
Nehemiah 3-4

Introduction	Explain today’s plan
	Attention	LISTEN AND PRAY	
SLIDE 2
	Interest	Big idea is not the activities we are doing, but who we are doing them for
	Textual Idea	WHO are you doing it for?
SLIDE 2b
	Extraordinary Vs Ordinary
	Adam lived 930 years (334,800 days) – we read about 10 days, >30 days
		90% of Jesus’ life was spent swinging a hammer as a carpenter
			He ministered for 3 years only
			And not every day was dramatic
		Acts – 30 years and 32 miracles are listed

		There are some extraordinary days
			And many more ordinary days
		A few days each year, our house is ready for Good Housekeeping to do a photo 			shoot
			The other days – well… The house is being lived in
		
		In the ordinary days, is preparing for the extraordinary days
		Ch 3 has about 40 groups of ordinary people doing manual labor – yet they are 			listed in God’s permanent record
	Need	N. used his gifts to serve God
			Every occupation needs Godly people
SLIDE 2c
			Each person has value in ministry	
			AS A CHURCH, you and your extended family will not go ignored


Division #1  - 8 Principles to remember from Ch 3
SLIDE 3
	1.	God works for you, in you, and through you
		We are part of God’s Kingdom, and because of His work, we want to work for Him
		He made the relationship possible through the work, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus
SLIDE 4
2.	Leaders work on the plan, and people work out the plan
		The work needs both groups
		Nehemiah is making the plan, so the people can carry it out
SLIDE 5
3.	A serving family is a special family
		Serving is a great thing because you are being like Jesus – He served more than He was served
		Strength and unity come from serving Jesus together
SLIDE 6
4.	Some people refuse to work (5)
		Nobles were religious leaders
		“Don’t get our hands dirty.”
			They missed out on the blessing
SLIDE 6a
Side illustration - Picture
The host of the feast would not sit in the middle, as is often depicted in artwork of the Last Supper, but instead second to the left, with the guest of honor on his left, and a trusted friend to his right. The seating then continued around the triclinium, the most important guests seated on the left, then going around the table, with the least important sitting on the far right. The servant, if seated at the table, would occupy the last position, closest to the door, so they could go and obtain more food as the evening progressed.
If this seating arrangement was followed by Jesus, and from the scriptures it seems to be the case, Jesus then was seated not in the center, but second from the left. John 13:23 indicates that John the beloved was seated to Jesus’ right, as John had to lean on the bosom of Christ to ask about the identity of the betrayer. Matthew 26:23 indicates that Judas was seated to the left of Christ, in the seat of honor, as both Jesus and Judas were able to eat from the same bowl. John 13:24 indicates that Peter was across from John, on the right side, as he had to signal to John to ask Jesus who would betray him.
SLIDE 6b
PLUS
		At the last supper, Jesus learned on If Jesus washed Judas’ feet, no one is below us
SLIDE 7
5.	Some people do more work than others (11, 21, 24, 27, 30)
		More production, more capacity to work
		Illustration of plates 
SLIDE 8
6.	Some people work from home (10, 23, 28-30)
		They were serving in their designated area
SLIDE 9
7.	Some jobs are less desirable (14)
		The “dung gate” seemed less desirable
		The nursery w/ diapers
SLIDE 10
8.	Unknown people are known by God
		God knows all of these people
		Our life is not wasted, it is an investment
			Does anyone care – YES, Jesus Cares (and so do I)

SLIDE 11
Division #2   	Discouraging words – V 1-3 
		Explanation 	Sanballat and company did not want the people to succeed 	
		Illustration  	Tobiah jumps on the bandwagon
		Argumentation  	Mocked means to jeer or deride
		Application   	No doubt, people tell us the same things 
SLIDE 11b	
	Transition
Division #3   	Questionable prayer & God’s answer – V 4-6
		Explanation  	Same in Jeremiah 18:23 
		Illustration   	N thinks, “If we fail, it looks like God fails,” I.e., the issue of honor
				N. thinks he is responsible for maintaining God’s honor
		Argumentation  	READ Rom 12:14, 17-21, Mt 5:44-48, Lk 6:27-36
		Application	While we cannot pray a prayer like Nehemiah’s, we can emulate his passion for God to bring justice to an unjust world. 
			**Note** - N’s prayer is not answered, but 50% of the wall is built
	SLIDE 11c	   	
	Transition  
	Division #4  	Opposition gets very intense – V 7-12
		Explanation   	V 7 is from all four directions
	 	  	V 8 threat of war, 
			V 10 people are tired, 
			V 11 sneak attack, 
			V 12 warning from neighbors
		Application	V 9 – Response is prayer with action
	SLIDE 12
		Illustration  	Story of LOH this week (pictures)
		Application
	Transition
SLIDE 13
	Division #5   	Press forward with a modified plan – V 13-23
[bookmark: _Hlk198186418]		Explanation  	People were scared of other men
			N tells of God’s greatness
		Argumentation  	New plan is to be prepared at all times
				Guard your family and others
		Application	When one is in trouble, all come to help
				This is our prayer list 		
	Appeal	Another way to live our extended vision of restoring honor is to 
				Share the ups and downs of life
				And for the others to pray when asked.
				Example of Phil and Becky – praying always
 	Conclusion
SLIDE 14 a-e
	Reiteration	Everyone is important
			We pray, plan, and act
	Next Steps
		Who Are We Serving? 
		Review the 8 Principles Often
		Pray for Those Who Disagree with Us
		Trust God in the Face of Opposition
		Continue Moving Forward in Serving God.

BENEDICTION
	Hebrews 12:1-3
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