I WILL NOT Back Down
Nehemiah 6

Interest	
A pumpkin farmer was strolling through his rows of beautiful green leaves at the beginning of the season, as the acorn-size pumpkins were starting to add dots to the landscape. He glanced down and noticed a clear glass jar. Curiosity got the best of him, so he took the jar over to one of his pumpkin buds, threaded the small pumpkin on its vine inside the open jar, and left it sitting there in the field.
Months later, with the experiment long forgotten, the farmer was walking his land, greatly satisfied with the large, beautiful pumpkins that covered the patch. He rediscovered the glass jar, totally intact, and was startled to see it completely filled up with the little pumpkin that grew inside. The thin glass barrier had defined the shape of the orange mass within. The pumpkin was only one-third of the size it should have been.
The problem for this little pumpkin is the same problem for most believers and churches today. Rather than growing to their full potential from their unique DNA, they conform to the shape of an external mold or model. These “glass jars” create invisible barriers to growth and predetermine the shape of the Christian community nationwide.
Need	
Textual Idea 	Trio of Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem are still working against N.
		They want to get the group to give up their calling, and on God Himself
Sermon Idea	Short Narrative with much application
SLIDE 2
Interrogative	We are constantly at a crossroads – remain obedient and active in the faith, or drift through life w/o strong convictions or significant impact
	
Transition w/ Key Word
[bookmark: _Hlk199180023]Review	Ch 5	Local people were being exploited, and N. had to get involved
		He addressed the problem directly
		He led by example		
READ & PRAY
Body
SLIDE 3
	Division 1  Continual Pressure from External Enemies – V 1-9
	Explanation 	The trio of doom and their friends get a progress report – V 1
		V 19 states that they were getting info from other officials
		They sent four private messages plus one open note
	Illustration  	Chephirim and Ono were about 25 miles away - V 2
			He would have lost 2 days to travel and 1 day of mtgs.
		Plus, there was a plot to kill or kidnap him - V 2
	Argumentation  	letter writing did not work, round two
		False report to the king – V 6
			Treachery, slander, threats
		It was treason to declare kingship (an accusation against Jesus)
		The claim was that he set up false prophets to claim he was king - V 7
		The king knew N’s reputation – Reputation means a lot
		N should not have to worry about the claims, because he was following God’s plans
			But put yourself in his shoes. Don’t let the end of the story make you miss the 				daily drama and anxiety.
			We have daily drama and anxiety	
SLIDE 4
	Application   	Their goal was intimidation that leads to inaction - V 9
			“Strengthen my hands” = don’t let me be discouraged
				2:10 – Displeased when they heard
				2:19 – Mocked and said they were rebelling against the king
				4:1 – Angry
				4:3 – Mock
				4:7 – Angry
				4:8  - planned a war
				4:11 – threaten a sneak attack
				6:2 – Plot via letters
				6:6 – false reports
				6:9, 13, 14, 19 - frighten	
SLIDE 5
		Second term overseas – baptism in India - PICTURE of tank
		When I submit to fear, I am saying my ___ is more important & powerful than God’s 			power
SLIDE 6		
		Here are methods to fight discouragement
		1)	Memorize and/or read Scripture
		2)	Pray as soon as the feelings arise
		3)	Reach out to a prayer partner or the church family
		4)	Put all your faith in God, and keep moving forward
		5)	Read a list of personal blessings
		6)	Serve people in need
Transition
SLIDE 7
	Division 2  The Coward’s Prophecy – V 10-14
	Explanation  	Shemaiah – prophet, priest, or a fake (I am not sure)
		Available for hire
		S tried to get N to sin – ruin his moral character 
	 Illustration	Who or what is bidding for your attention or assistance?
	Argumentation  	N prays against them, but not like he did in 4:4-5
		He leaves things in God’s hands
		How did N know their intent?
	Application	Traits of a leader – listen, evaluate, determine, and act on the truth
SLIDE 8
	Methods to know if a message is from God or Satan
1. Does the Word Line Up With Scripture?
2. Does the Word Line Up With the Character of God?
3. Does the Word Line Up With What God is Doing With Your Life?
4. Does Your Spirit Bear Witness With the Word?
SLIDE 9
5. There is Safety in the Multitude of Counselors
6. Ask God to Confirm the Word For You
7. Will the Word Glorify God?
8. Will the Word Produce Liberty or Bondage?
Transition
SLIDE 10
	Division 3   Conspiracy Planned by Internal Enemies – V 15-19
	Explanation  	Wall completed in 52 days – Month of Elul is Aug/Sept - V 15		
	Illustration   	Some groups lost their will to fight because they were going up against God - V 16
		Advice of Gamaliel after the Apostles were released– Acts 5:38-39
	Argumentation  	People on N’s council were playing both sides – family relations - V 17-19
		Several people (company and national) did this during my 20 years, and it was very disheartening. I did not always pick up on it right away, in part because I was thinking the best of them.
	Application   	How did N know he was doing what God called him to do?
		Or, howBack DownSermon do we know what we teach/believe is correct?
			Private topic and public in the future
Transition  
Conclusion
SLIDE 11
	Summary	In the face of many obstacles, N pressed on and completed the wall
	Visualization 	
SLIDE 12-17
	Benediction
I am part of the fellowship of the unashamed. I have Holy Spirit power. 
	The die has been cast, and I have stepped over the line. The decision has been made; I am a disciple of His. I will not look back, let up, slow down, back away or be still. 
	My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, and my future is secure. I am finished and done with low living, sight walking, small planning, smooth knees, coverless dreams, tame visions, mundane talking, cheap living, and dwarfed goals. I no longer need preeminence, prosperity, position, promotion, or popularity. I do not have to be right, first, tops, recognized, regarded, or rewarded. 
	I now live by faith, feel His presence, walk by patience, look by prayer, and labor by power. 
	My face is set. My goal is fast. My goal is heaven. My road is narrow. My way is rough. My companions view my guide as reliable. My mission is clear. 
	I cannot be bought, compromised, lured away, turned back, diluted, or delayed. I will not quit in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of the adversary, negotiate at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander at the maze of mediocrity.
	I won’t give up, shut up, let up, till I have stayed up, stored up, prayed up, preached up for the cause of Jesus. 
	I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
	I must go until He comes, give until I drop, preach until all know, and work until He stops me. 
	And when He comes for His own, He will have no problems recognizing me;
	My banner will be clear.

