


PRAY
A Model Church
1 Thessalonians 1:1-5
	SLIDE 2
	Attention	Brian Dickerson on Mt. Everest

Brian Dickinson climbed to the top of Mount Everest on May 15, 2011, after his Sherpa became ill and went back down to high camp. After taking some pictures and making a radio call, Brian began his descent, but within a few feet, he became snow blind. His vision did not fully return for over a month. His descent to high camp from the summit took over seven hours instead of the expected two to three hours. Brian ran out of oxygen on his descent but made it down to the South Col, where his guide met him to help him back to his tent. Brian holds the record for the highest solo blind descent
	Interest	W/ a clear goal in mind, we can overcome great odds, 				accomplish impossible hurdles
		WHY? Because God is leading us
	Need	Our church has gone through ups and downs, And now we are 			getting prepared for another great time 
	Textual Idea	In the midst of persecution, the Thessalonian people are 				flourishing
	Sermon Idea	Looking at this group from God’s perspective
			God’s work w/ the group
	Interrogative	Discover the applications that carry over to Pasadena, Md in ‘26
	Transition w/ Key Word	Seeking to Apply Lessons from the Past

SLIDE 3
Division 1  God Worked Among this Group V 1-3
	Explain	“unto the church.”
		The Mennonite term of a “Meeting House” is a better term the “church”
				NOT only a rectangular building with rows of chairs
C	Illustrate	Picture of the functions of a church
			1) Love for Jesus 
			2) Prayer
			3) Bible study / Discipleship
			4) Preaching the Word
			5) Worship through song and others
			6) Baptism and Lord’s Supper
			7) Giving
			8) Regular fellowship meetings
			9) Plurality of Leaders
			10) Missional-minded
		As a result, they expanded in the midst of persecution
		Church is established in God and claims Jesus as Lord
SLIDE 4
C	Argue	V 3 The prayers include (faith, love, hope – 1 Cor 13:13)
			Your work of faith = active faith, which is energetic, living and 					produces good works
				Not sitting back and waiting for “God to act”
				Not shrinking in fear
			Your labor of love = love that shows itself in kindness toward 					believers and non-believers
				Faith and works go together
			Your steadfastness in hope in our Lord who is in the presence of God
				Guarantee that Jesus will return to right all wrongs, set the 					world in order, reward the faithful, and punish the evil

Song - My faith has found a resting place
Not in device nor creed
I trust the Ever-living One

His wounds for me shall plead

Enough for me that Jesus saves
This ends my fear and doubt
A sinful soul I come to Him
He'll never cast me out

I need no other argument
I need no other plea
It is enough that Jesus died
And that He died for me

C	Apply	Moving from the past to the future
			We were idol worshipers
			Now we should be actively serving God 
			And anticipating His return
		
	Transition	Song - They will know we are Christians by our love
We are one in the Spirit, 
we are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit, 
we are one in the Lord

And we pray that our unity 
will one day be restored
And they'll know we are Christians 

by our love, by our love
Yeah they'll know we are Christians 
by our love

We will work with each other, 
we will work side by side
We will work with each other, 
we will work side by side

And we'll guard each man's dignity 
and save each man's pride
And they'll know we are Christians 

by our love, by our love
Yeah, they'll know we are Christians 
by our love.
Writer	Peter Scholtes - 1966

SLIDE 5
Division 2 God Selected this Group V 4-5
	Explain	Paul only knew they were chosen by God because they came to faith
			We do not have foreknowledge of who will believe
		God chose them (and us)
			Special status
C		1 John 4:10 – God loved us & sent His Son to be the propitiation of our sins
		2 Pt 3:9 – God does not wish anyone to perish
		1 John 3:1 - See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 			would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason, the world			does not know us, because it did not know Him.
SLIDE 6
	Illustrate	Divine election can give us a headache
		“We will never understand the total concept of election this side of heaven. 			But we should not ignore this important doctrine that is taught throughout the			Bible.” – Warren Wiersbe
C			Salvation starts with God 2 Thes 2:13, Eph 1:4
			Salvation involves God’s love 1 Thes 2:17, Rom 5:8, 1 Thes 1:1
			Salvation involves faith – Eph 2:8, 1 The 1:5, 1:9,
			Salvation changes one’s life

		SEE BELOW – Calvin & Arminian
		“The person who claims to be one of God’s elect, but whose life has not			changed, is only fooling himself” – W. Wiersbe
			Faith, hope and love are evidence of the change
SLIDE 7
	Argue	The good news (gospel) came in 4 ways
C		(1) Word 
			Preaching/teaching
			READ Romans 10:11-15 
				Not just living a spiritual life 
				Goes beyond serving the poor
C		(2) Power
			Possession of a controlling influence - Authority
			Having influence over reality in a supernatural manner
				Not only signs – CR. Lk 10:19, Acts 1:8, 4:33, Rom 1:16
C		(3) Holy Spirit 
			Convicts sinners
			Regenerates sinners
			Assurance of salvation
			Spurs people to good works
C		(4) w/ conviction 
			Complete certainty
	Apply	Paul’s group lived by example, pointing you to these 4 things
		They taught and lived in a way that showed God’s truth

SLIDE 8
Conclusion
	Review	God was among this group and selected them because they were with Him 			and chose Him

		They were actively working on the 10 functions of the church
	Visual	What we learn from God, we teach to you – READ Phil 4:9
		Paul’s team of 4 people modeled what they preached – 5b
		The local people mimic them as they mimicked God and His Kingdom

		Grace Baptist Church is called to do the same
			Show God’s Kingdom to the world
		
		Someone says “You love and care for me”
		We say, “because God loves and cares for us, and we want to be like Him.”

		“I thank God that you give me the opportunity to be more like Him (V 2)

John Calvinism			Jacob Arminianism
French - 1500				Dutch - 1600
1) Total depravity of man		1) Partial
	Man cannot come to God		Sinners can choose God

2) Unconditional Election		2) Conditional 
	God picks people based on		God picks people based on His 
	His will					Foreknowledge
						He knows who will choose Him

3) Limited Atonement		3) Unlimited
	Only died for the elect			Died for all

4) Irresistible grace			4) Resistible
	If God calls, a person must 		God calls everyone, but many will reject
	Say yes

5) Perseverance of saints		5) Fall from Grace
	If call to God you will			Believer can turn from God
	Not fall away				and Loose salvation
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