Worship Through Purity 
So All Will See
Nehemiah 12-13
SLIDE 2
Introduction
	Attention	PS 96:1-6
C			Sing 	vertically, 
C	horizontally, 
C	and aimed at SW
SLIDE 3
C
	Interest	Climax of the book is CH 12
C		Ch 13 is anti-climax (like the background video showed)
	Need	
	Textual Idea	People are prayed up, confessed up, single-focused in obedience (last 			week)
		Now it is dedication time
	Sermon Idea	There is joy and celebration in this chapter – struggles in the next
	Interrogative	Let’s join them in celebrating what God has done
			For them and for us
			God is active among us
	Transition w/ Key Word	The temple is complete, and everything is ready for a day(s) of 				worship
			This is their identity and honor – no longer living in shame
SLIDE 4-5		READ 12:27-30
			PRAY
SLIDE 6
	Division 1   	The Big Day Has Arrived – Ch 12
		Explanation 	People come and are put in place
		Argumentation  	Purified both physically and spiritually
				Our eyes, ears, mouth, feet, and our hearts and minds too
		Illustration  	Picture the scene with me
				The sounds, smells, sights and joy	
		Application   	READ 40-47
			Joy is infectious, experiential, and communal
				Other people heard it
			It included sacrifices
			
			No one wanted to miss out, so they participated (v 45) based on God’s law
	Transition
SLIDE 7
	Division 2   	The Big Day Has Gone – Ch 13
		Page of N’s Journal
			They had the document from Ch 10 but…
	Explanation  	Ch 2-12 takes about 12 years – N leaves for several years
		Summarize Chapter 13
		1-3	No Ammonite or Moabite allowed
	4	Tobiah (Amorite) had a room [broke Neh 10] 
		He was the trio of evil
	8	N. throws out stuff and T. (violent-ish)
	10	Tithes not happening [broke Neh 10] 
		“why is house of God forsaken?”
	15	Break the sabbath [broke Neh 10] 
			N Admonished 15, reprimanded (17), Warned (21), Threatened 			force (21)	
	23	Mixed marriages [broke Neh 10] 
			Children could not learn or study OT
	25	N cursed, hit, pulled out hair
	28	High Priest’s grandson is involved in a mixed marriage
	30	N purified everyone and everything
	14, 22, 29, 31 - remember me, Oh my God
C	Argumentation     	Racism – M and A called for a curse on the Hebrews. (Deut 23:3	Num 15:15-16)
			Purity in marriage
			But God is for all people
C			Numbers 15:15-16 -  As for the assembly, there shall be one statute 				for you and for the alien who sojourns with you, a perpetual statute 				throughout your generations; as you are, so shall the alien be before 				the Lord. 16 There is to be one law and one ordinance for you and for 				the alien who sojourns with you.”
C			Lev 19:33-34 - When a stranger resides with you in your land, you 				shall not do him wrong. 34 The stranger who resides with you shall be 			to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, 				for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the Lord your God.
		Rev 7:9 - After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude 			which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and 				peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 			clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands;
SLIDE 8
		Anger - Christianity is too soft today
			We should have a reaction to things inside the church
			N’s anger is related to God’s honor (like Jesus)
			It probably should have been handled differently 
	C C		Ezra was much more passive amid the problems.
SLIDE 9
		Purification – Satan wants a foothold in the church and in us
			Example – Tobiah lived in the temple
				Not giving (again)
				Working instead of worshipping and trusting
				Marrying the wrong spouse
				“She might be hot, but hell is hotter.”
	
	Application   	We did and need to keep purifying things
		Because SW has physical dimensions

C x4		We need to pray over our SELVES, HOMES, BUILDING, EACH OTHER					
		Satan can gain rights in our lives through sinful behavior 
			It may have happened through our ancestors
SLIDE 10
		Show the Purple book
Conclusion
	Reiteration	Set yourself up for revival
		Use God’s Word as a resolution 
C			Ps 119:105	
			A lamp to my feet, a light to my path 
	Visualization 	Watch for Satan’s attack – his invasion into a good thing (a God thing)
C			Eph 4:25-27 
	Therefore, each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to 	your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26 “In your anger 	do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 		and do not give the devil a foothold.
	Appeal	When contemporary worship is done well, the heavens open and genuine 			contact is made between at least some of God and us
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