Six Sources of Suffering
Job 3
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	Attention:	Does God Care?
			God often seems to be silent in the midst of suffering
	C		“God comes down.” 
				But what about ____ case
	Need		Many people think that if they personally do not know the 				reason for an event, then God does not 
				We want to hear an audible answer from God that lines 					up with our preconceived conclusions
	Interest	Job suffers physically and emotionally
			The book never says why it happens
			We know more about the situation than Job did		
	Textual Idea	BACKGROUND
	C		3:11 Why did I not die at birth
			3:12 – Why 2x
			3:20 – Why is light given to him who suffers
			3:23 – Why is light given to a man whose way is hidden?
			19:6 – “God has wronged me”
			Ch 24 – He says, “Why is this happening to me?”
		Euthanasia: any act or omission, in the context of sickness or 					disability, that intentionally causes death
				10 countries allow active and passive forms
				4 countries don’t allow either active or passive
	C 
	Sermon Idea	The reasons behind God allowing us to suffer 
			emotionally and physically
	Interrogative	“Couldn’t I do a lot more for You if I were healthy?
		I tried to be careful (hygiene, proper friends, safe driving, 				wholesome living)

Body
SLIDE 4
Life Coaching is an ongoing intentional conversation that empowers a person or group to fully live out God's calling in their life and personal profession.” 
	1.	It is beneficial for us to ask questions
	C	Questions draw out others' thinking, ideas, and perspectives
	C	Qs increases ownership
	C	Qs produces new learning
	C	Qs shows respect for others' ideas
	The “why” questions are important because they are often the first serious 	step in the quest for truth
		Truth is key in understanding reality and eternity. [2nd to last sermon]
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		Example
			Habakkuk assures us that we may ask God questions. We may not 			like the answers we get because they might not fit your 					preconceived ideas about God or your personal desires for what 				He should do 
			Hab 1:13 READ
			Habakkuk was not challenging what God was doing. He simply				wanted to understand it

			“About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 					saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, 				why have You forsaken Me?” Matt 27:46
		
		See also 
			Psalm 27:4, "One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall 				seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my 				life, To behold the beauty of the Lord And to meditate in His 				temple.”

			Jeremiah 29:13, “You will seek Me and find Me when you search 				for Me with all your heart.”

		The best place to start when making an appeal to God is to recognize to 		whom you are bringing your request 
			God does not exist for our pleasure. 
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		SHOW Picture of life from God 
		and 
		SHOW Picture flyswatter
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	2.	Six Reasons God Allows Suffering
C		A.	The result of not being a “saint.”
			People evaluate good and evil based on their own standards,				instead of God’s 
				These days, society gives everyone angel wings
		Example: Amos and the plumb line – Amos 7:7-8
			Compared to God’s standard, no one is able to claim innocence		
		Being mad at God, blaming Him for the bad things, & challenging what 		He does only adds more sin to the great catalog of sins for which an			individual is already guilty 

C		B.	The result of personal activities
			Both sin and risky behavior have consequences
			DON’T FORGET
			God shows much more mercy than He gets credit for
		God’s toleration of the existence of evil is not evidence of any 				weakness in Him, but an expression of His mercy and longsuffering, 			which allows people the time to come to repentance. 
			Ex: Gen 15, Israel before exile, Nineveh
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		C. 	The result of others doing sinful activities
			Example: A war, a gunman, a drunk driver, a drug addict, a thief, 
C		God is neither the author of evil nor the cause of evil
			He is holy (1 Pet. 1:16; Isa. 6:1-7), 
			He is righteousness (Acts 17:31; Gen. 18:25), 
			He is love (1 John 4:8; Eph. 2:4-7), 
			He is good (Mark 10:18; Acts 14:7; James 1:7) 
			He is truth (Jer. 17:3; Num. 23:19) 

			This list precludes Him from being the origin of evil or pain
		
C		D. 	The results of living in a fallen world
			Physical disasters happen when nature follows the laws of physics
				Earthquakes, volcanoes, and weather patterns
 				Fire needs heat, oxygen, and fuel
				Manmade materials rust, rot, and break
			None of these is God’s design, but part of a fallen world
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C		E.	The result of Satan’s activity
			Look what he did in chapters 1-2 
			He influences people like Judas
			He tries to drive a wedge between God and us (last week)
		Be careful - Not everything negative is from direct demonic influence

C		F.	The result of God’s eternal purposes
 		God has eternity on His mind
			He sees local, international, and eternal
		
			God might be punishing sin – 1 Cor. 11:29-30
			God might be going to bring good out of tragedy
				Example: Joseph – Gen 50:20
					Jesus – John 3:16
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CONCLUSION / ANSWER
Faith in Jesus is our answer
	Does God Care?
C		Peer into Jesus’ Face
C			He took time for people
			He cried for Lazarus (Family)
			He cried for Jerusalem (Salvation)
SLIDE 11
C	Peer into God’s Heart
C		He wanted the people to believe
		God suffers with us
		He understands our condition

	Now it is our time to show God’s heart – bringing the Kingdom to the world 		– by suffering with others and holding onto our faith

Communion

Luke 22: 14-20
14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16  For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, and when he had given          thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This  is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, This cup that is poured out for you is lthe new covenant in my blood.
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